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As many of the fymptoms of Gonor- 
rhoea and Lues Venerea become frequent 
objects of the furgeon’s attention, I at one 
time meant to have introduced a treatife 
on thefe difeafes in the Syftem of Surgery 
publifhed fome years ago, but I was pre- 
vented from doing fo, by different publi- 
cations upon the fame fubyject being an- 
nounced about the fame period. 


As thefe works have fince made their 
appearance, and, as fome of them have 
been very favourably received, it may be 
imagined, that farther writings upon this . 
fubject can fcarcely at prefent be required. 
It muft indeed be admitted that many va- 
luable publications have come forth within 
thefe few years upon this branch of the 

A 4 pro- 
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profeflion ; particularly one by Mr. John 
Hunter of London, intituled, a Treatife on 
the Venereal Difeafe ; and another intitu- 
led, Practical Obfervations on Venereal 
Complaints, by Doctor Swediaur. But 
* although much information may be ob- 
tained from both of thefe works, as well 
as from fome other late publications upon 
this fubjecét, there is ftill much left for 
others to elucidate. Such is the effect of 
experience and obfervation, that farther 
advantages are daily accruing from the 
labours of individuals in the treatment of 
this as well as of almoft every other dif- 
eafe ; and as this I hape will in fome de- 
gree appear from the prefent publication, 
fo I fhall full expe to find that the fu- 
ture endeavours of others will prove yet 


more fuccefsful. 


AMONG other points which I have 
more particularly attempted to elucidate, 
the treatment of Gonorrhozea by injec- 

tions, 
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tions, and the quantity of mercury to be 
exhibited in Lues Venerea, are, perhaps, 
the moft important; and I flatter myfelf 
that I have given views concerning them, 
which, in practice, will be found to merit 
attention. The cure of Gonorrhea by 
injections is, no doubt, very univerfally 
practifed ; but while in a great propor- 
tion of cafes it proves fuccefsful, in others 
it fails entirely: The caufe of this, fo far 
as I know, has never hitherto been ex- 
plained. Whether [ may have conveyed 
an adequate idea of my opinion upon this 
point I cannot pofitively fay ; but the ob- 
fervations upon which it 1s founded are 
fuch, that all who pay atiention to the 
fubject may be enabled readily to afcer- 
tain fuch cafes as will yield to injections, 
as well as thofe in which no advantage is 


to be expected from them, 


Tue opinion which I have ventured to 


fupport, of the difference between the 


matter 
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matter of Gonorrhcea, and that of Lues 
Venerea, will no doubt be cenfured by 
many. They ought, however, to recol- 
lect, in matters of opinion, which cannot 
be proved by demonftration, that fome 
uncertainty muit always take place; and 
before cenfuring with feverity the opi- 
nions which others may fuggeft, they 
fhould confider whether their own may 
not be equally liable to objection. To 
me it appears that the reafons which I 
have adduced in fupport of my opinion 
are very conclufive, but I fhall make full 
acknowledgment of my error, if fufficient 
reafons fhall ever be given to fhow that it 
is illfounded. In the mean time, it will 
be perceived, that the theory which I have 
adopted does not lead to any deviation 
from the practice which now generally 
prevails upon this point, while it ferves to 
explain more clearly than the opinion 
which has commonly preyailed, feveral of 
the phenomena of the two difeafes, as 

well 
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well as the caufe of different remedies be- 
ing neceflary for each of them. 


I do not expect that practitioners of 
experience and obfervation will derive 
much information from this publication, 
but I am hopeful that beginners will de- 
rive fome advantage from it; for it has 
been equally my defire to exhibit a correct 
view of the different fymptoms of which 
I treat, and to point out the method of 
cure in a manner that will be clear and in~ 
telligible. Where theory is ever admit- 
ted, it is chiefly with a view to explain, 
upon rational principles, fuch points as the 
ingenuity of fome fpeculative writers have 
tended to render intricate. 
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CHAPTER L 


Confideration of the Queftion, Whether Go» 
norrbea and Lues Venerea originate fron 
the fame Contagion 2 


N opinion has been generally re- 
ceived among practitioners, that 
Gonorrheea Virulenta and Lues Venerea 
are of the fame nature; that they origi- 
nate from the fame contagion; and are 
only diftinguifhed by the circumftance of 
Vo, Vil. B Gonotrr- 
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Gonorrhoea being a local difeafe of the 
urethra, while the other is a general af- 
fection of the fyftem. But, as there is 
caufe to imagine that thefe difeafes arife 
from different f{pecific contagions, and as 
the eftablifhing of one or other of thefe 
opinions muft influence the conduct of 
the cure, it becomes a matter of import- 
ance to inftitute an inquiry into. this part 
of our fubject. 

‘Both difeafes are contracted in a fimilar 
way; both, in the firft inftance, affeé 
the genital’ organs; and they occa 
fionally appear at the fame time in the 
fame patient: hence it has been conclud- 
ed that they have a common origin, and 
one method of cure has been fuppofed ap- 
plicable to either. 

The refufal of fome patients to fubmit to 
the diftrefs and inconveniency,the frequent 
refult of a protracted mercurial courfe, and 
who’ neverthelefs recovered from the ufual 
fymptoms of Gonorrheea, firft fuggetted 
a doubt of the two difeafes being pro- 
duced by the fame contagion. It is well 

known 
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known that Lues Venerea can be certainly 
cured by mercury only; and the opi- 
nion refpeéting the exiftence of a fpe- 
cific contagion of Gonorrheea, arifing 
from this obvious and marked differ- 
ence in the method of cure, appears to be 
fixed and eftablifhed by the following 
facts: The fymptoms and confequences 
of Gonorrheea are perfectly different from 
thofe which take place in Lues Venerea. 
Both difeafes have appeared, at different 
periods, in the fame countries; and, in 
fome inftances, they have remained dif- 
tinct and uncombined for a great length 
of time. 

That the fymptoms of the two difeafes 
are different, is univerfally known, A 
particular detail of fuch as are peculiar 
to each, will be given in the enfuing 
chapters. -At prefent, it is only neceflary 
to obferve, that Gonorrhoea confifts of a 
difcharge of puriform matter from the 
urethra; which, even by thofe who fup- 
port the contrary opinion, is now ad+ 
mitted to be, in almoft every inftance, a 

B2 locah 
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local affe@ion, and that it very farely 
contaminates the general habit of body: 
while Lutes Venerea is a difeafe of the 
conititution, arifing from the abforption 
of venereal virus from any part of the 
furface of the body, but moft frequently 
from the genitals; by which are -pro- 
duced buboes; ulcers in various parts, 
particularly in the nofe and throat, ‘pains 
and {wellings in the bones, with a variety 
of other fymptoms which it is not at pre- 
fent neceflary to mention. 

~The firft appearance of the Lues Vene- 
tea is, for the moft part, in'the form of a 
chancre or {mall ulcer, in fome part of 
the penis. It is univerfally admitted, 
that even the flighteft affeGtion of this 
nature is apt to produce pox, or a general 
affection of the fyftem.; infomuch, that 
ho practitioner of experience will truft the 
cure of this fymptom +o’ local remedies. 
If the fore be left to itfelf, it almoft al-+ 
ways becomes worfe. The matter which 
it affords is taken'up by the abforbents ; 
and buboes, with the other fymptoms 
Bess enu- 
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enumerated above, very certainly enfue. 
Thefe are almoft the univerfal confequen- 
ces of a fore produced by the venereal vi- 
rus; but they alfo occur frequently where 
the {kin remains found and entire; that 
is, abforption of the venereal poifon ofte 
takes place where no veftige of ulceration 
is perceptible. This, indeed, is denied by 
many; but I have met with various in- 
{tances of it, and it will be admitted by 
every practitioner of experience. Now, 
this being eftablifhed, in the application 
of the venereal virus to every other part 
of the body, if the matter of Gonorrhcea 
were of the fame nature, why does it not, 
in almoft every inftance, enter the fy{- 
tem, and preduce pox?. So far as we 
know, the urethra is as plentifully fupphed 
with abforbents as other parts of the 
body ; the fame kind of matter, when 
applied to them here, ought therefore to 
be productive of fimilar effeéis: and 
hence Lues Venerea ought frequently, 
pethaps in every inftance, to be the con- 
fequence of Gonorrhcea, were the matter 
| B 3 by 
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by which the two difeafes are produced 
the fame. 

As this is a ftrong argument in favour 
of the two difeafes proceeding from differ~ 
ent kinds of contagion, much ingenuity 
has been exerted by thofe who fupport 
the contrary opinion, in endeavouring to 
account for it. 

_In the firft place, it has been faid, that 
Gonorrhea fometimes terminates in pox, 
and, therefore, that this of itfelf is a fuf- 
ficient proof of the two affeGtions being 
of the fame nature. 

Were it certain that this ever happened, 
no farther evidence would be required, 
as a few well-marked inftances would be 
conclufive ; but every unprejudiced prac- 
titioner will admit, that no fufficient 
proofs of it have ever occurred. 

In order to fupport this opinion, data 
muft be received, which we know to be 
inadmiffible.e We muft admit, that a 
perfon with chancres only, communi- 
cates to another, not only every fymptom 
of pox, but of Gonorrhoea, and that an- 

other 
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other with Gonorrhcea only gives to 
all with whom he may have connection, 
chancres with their various confequences. 
This ought, indeed, to be a very com- 
mon occurrence; infomuch, that every 
practitioner fhould be able to decide 
upon it with certainty, if this opinion was 
well founded: Inftead of which, it will 
be admitted by all, that the one difeafe 
being produced by the other is even, in 
appearance, a very rare occurrence. | 
have paid much attention to the point 
in gueftion; and, in almoft every in- 
ftance, a few cafes indeed only excepted, 
and where the moft particular inquiries 
even were made, it has happened, that a 
perfon infected with Gonorrhcea has re- 
ceived it from another evidently labour- 
ing under that difeafe, and that chan- 
cres have been communicated by fuch as 
were diftrefled with chancres only. 

This, Lam convinced, will be very com- 
monly found to be clearly the cafe; fo 
that a few inftances, bearing fome ap-_ 
pearances of the contrary, are much more 

ade readily 


8 On Gonorrhea Virulenta, Chi. 


readily explained on the idea of the two 
difeafes bemg produced by different kinds 
of contagion; and this may allo be faid 
of the few folitary cafes that’may be met 
with, of chancre being fuppofed to ter- 
minate in Gonorrheea, and Gonorrhea in 
chancre, and other fymptoms of pox. We 
can more eafily conceive that the fame 
perfon fhould, in fome inftances, receive, 
and therefore be able to communicate, 
both kinds of contagion, than that the in- 
cident we are confidering fhould be fo 
feldom met with, were the opinion well 
founded, of the two difeafes being origi- 
nally of the fame nature. 

However ill founded an eftablithed | opi- 
nion may be, if it has received the fanc- 
tion of being generally adopted, we know 
how difficult it is to overturn it. There 
are few who enter fo minutely into the 
confideration of fuch points as to be able 
to decide upon them; and of thofe who 
do, there are very few who will take the 
trouble of engaging in fuch difcuffions as 
are necellary for the conviction of others. 


This 
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This may be confidered as the chief caufe 


of the point in queftion remaining fo long 
in obfcurity, as well as of the explanation 
hitherto ufually given, of various circum- 
{tances in Gonorrhcoea and Lues Venerea 
having been uniformly made to fupport | 
it. It will alfo ferve to account for cir- 
cumftances being held forth as matter of 
fact, which, on inquiry, are perceived to 
be ill founded ; for, when once an opitiion 
is admitted, we are apt to give fuch an ex- 
planation of whatever may feem to relate to 

it, aS can in any way tend to fupport it. 
Thus, although few in the prefent age 
will affert that Gonorrhcea often termi- 
nates in Lues Venerea, yet by many we 
are told, that it 1s very apt to do fo when 
it is improperly treated. Whatever puts 
a fudden ftop to a fevere or copious dif- 
charge from the urethra is by many fup- 
pofed to do harm. MHence all who con- 
demn the ufe of injections in Gonorrhea 
afhrm, that they often convert a fimple 
clap into a pox, by throwing into the 
blood what, otherwife would have been 
carried. 
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carried off. This, however, is by no 
means fupported by experience. A fu- 
mulating injection will no doubt excite 
pain and inflammation in the urethra; 
and this, in fome inftances, will be pro- 
ductive of fwelled teftes, and perhaps of 
fympathetic fwellings in the glands of the 
groin; but I have not known a fingle in- 
ftance of pox induced in this manner: 
and as I have long been in the daily ufe 
of injections, many cafes of it muft have 
occurred, if the idea I have juft ftated 
were well founded. Till of late, indeed, 
a patient who was fo unfortunate as to 
have a clap fuddenly ftopped, was fo cer- 
tainly confidered as poxed, that he was 
immediately put under a very complete 
courfe of mercury, by which he was 
made to undergo a very unneceflary and 
diftrefsful confinement. 

Although this practice, however, is 
now very commonly exploded, yet there 
are fome who ftill adhere to it. I was 
called, in April 1784, to vifit a gentle- 
man who, in a Gonorrhoea attended with 
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a good deal of inflammation, had been fo 
foolifh as to live freely, and to ride much 
on horfeback. This, with the unguarded 
ufe of a very ftimulating injection, put a 
fudden ftop to the difcharge; and at the 
fame time it excited a very confiderable 
degree of pain and inflammation along 
all the pofterior part of the urethra, to- 
wards the proftate gland and neck of 
the bladder, attended with a painful and 
frequent defire to make water. 

On the idea of thefe being fymptoms 
of pox, he was immediately put under a 
courfe of mercury ; and, when I firft faw 
him, he had been ufing it for the {pace 
of fix weeks. The furgeon in attendance 
acknowledged that no advantage had been 
derived from it; and the patient himfelf 
faid that his diftrefs was daily increafing. 
They were both, therefore, eafily per- 
fuaded to lay the mercury afide; and, by 
the repeated application of leeches to the 
perineum, of fomentations, and opiates, 
to allay the pain, the inflammation foon 

began 
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began to fubfide; and, in a fhort time, he 
was perfectly well. | 4% 
In December 1788, a young man called 
upon me, with a painful hard {welling in 
his groin, of an oblong form, nearly an 
inch in diameter, and reaching from the 
ring in the external oblique mufcle down 
to the top of the teftis. It appeared fud- 
denly, about four months before, and 
feemed to be the confequence of a clap 
being too haflily ftopped. He was at firft 
attacked with fevere pain at the neck of 
the bladder, which {tretched to the.groin, 
and downto the teftis of the fame fide. 
This, together with a conftant and pain- 
ful inclination to void urine, rendered his 
life miferable. Nor was his diftrefs in 
any degree abated by a courfe of mer- 
cury which he was immediately put un- 
der. On the contrary, the fwelling, which 
at firft was not thicker than a common 
quill, was now very confiderable. My 
idea of the {welling was, that at firft it 
had been merely an inflammatory affec- 
tion. 
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tion of the vas deferens, which by de- 
grees had fpread to the reft of the f{per- 
matic cord; but, what was unufual, it 
had never affected either the teftis or epi- 
didemis. Asa confiderable quantity of 
mercury had been taken, and as, inftead 
of proving ufeful, it had rather appeared 
to do harm, the furgeon whom he em- 
ployed was eafily perfiaded to truft the 
cure to other remedies. Local bloodlet- 
ting with leeches was frequently repeated, 
both in the perineum and groin. The 
parts were regularly fomented, with a fo- 
lution of faccharum faturni. His bowels 
were kept eafy with gentle laxatives, and 
he was put upon a mild-diet of milk and 
vegetables. Ina few days the pam, abat- 
ed, and the tumour gradually leflened, 
till at lJaft, in the courfe of- five or dix 
weeks, it was entirely gone. 

In the courfe of lait winter, I attended 
two different patients, with alarming 
fymptoms about the neck-of the bladder, 
evidently mduced by the improper ma- 
nagement of Gonorrheea. The parts in 

| both 
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both were not merely pained, but confi- 
derably fwelled; and, at the fame time; 
almoft a total fuppreflion of urine took 
place. Although in both the difcharge 
from the urethra had been fuddenly 
{topped, I did not advife mercury. The 
patients being both plethoric, were plen- 
tifully blooded, firft at the arm, and afs 
terwards repeatedly with leeches in the 
perineum. ‘This, with fomentations, and 
opiates to allay the violence of the pain, 
affifted by a cooling regimen and gentle 
laxatives, very foon completed the cures, 

Thefe inftances are given out of a great 
number that might be adduced, merely 
to fhew, that the fymptoms which fuper- 
vene on the fudden ftoppage of a clap, are 
local, and not connected with any affec- 
tion of the conftitution, which they ne- 
ceflarily would be, if they were of the 
fame nature with Lues Venerea. 

It will perhaps be faid, that although 
this may have happened in a few cafes, 
yet that in others there has been caufe to. 
fuipe@t, that Lues Venerea has been the 

confe- 
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confequence of a clap difappearing in this 
manner. In anfwer to this, it is fufficient 
for me to fhew, that this is at leaft a rare 
occurrence, as I think I am intitled to 
do, from my never having met with an 
inftance of it. It has been fuppofed, that 
the fudden check given to the difcharge 
in cafes of clap, muft neceflarily throw 
the matter into the blood, and that pox 
muft accordingly enfue from it. Were 
the matter of the two difeafes the fame, 
- this would happen in every inftance; fo 
that, when we can fhow that it feldom 
happens.even in appearance, we are enti- 
tled, from this argument alone,to conclude, 
that they are produced by two different 
kinds of contagion; and, where pox has 
appeared at the fudden termination of 
Gonorrhoea, that the two kinds of infec- 
tion had either been communicated toge- 
ther; or, what may more frequently per- 
haps be the cafe, the patient will be found 
to have received the pocky contagion by 
communication with a difeafed woman at 
the very time he laboured under Gonorr- 

hoea, 
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heea. I have already remarked, that Lues 
_Venerea is frequently produced by abforp- 
tion while the ikin remains entire, and 
where no chancre or excoriation is per- 
ceptible. There 1s therefore much caufe 
to imagine, that im long continued cafes 
of Gonorrhcea, many may be infected 
with Lues Venerea by communication 
with others labouring under it; and. as 
this may happen without any external 
mark of it taking place, 1t 1s not furprif- 
ing that fome fallacy fhould arife from 
this circumftance. 

The abettors of the opinion, that the 
matter of the two difeafes are the fame, 
admit that Gonorrhcea very feldom ter- 
minates in pox *, And they attempt to 

account 


_ * This is even granted by one who keenly fupports the 
eppofite dodtrine in every other point. In fpeaking of 
Gonorrhea and Chancre not terminating fo frequently 
as might be expected in the production of each other, he 
fays, “ Although it does not often happen, yet it fome- 
«“ times does, at leaf? there ts great reafon to believe fo. 1 
‘6 have feen cafes where a Gonorrhea came on, and in 2 
“‘ few days after in fome, in others as many weeks, a 

“ chancre 
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account for this, that is, for the two dif- 
eafes not being produced more frequently 
by the application of the fame matter, by 
faying, that this depends upon the differ- 
ence of parts to which the matter is ap- 
plied. 

They divide the different furfaces of 
the body chiefly into two kinds, what 
they term fecreting furfaces and non-fecret- 


“ chancre has appeared; and I have alfo feen cafes where 
** achancre has come firft, and in the courfe of its curea 
“‘ running and pain in making water have fucceeded.”’ 
V. Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe, by John Hunter, 
page 16. 

This is what every pratitioner has feen} but by admit - 
ting fo clearly that it is a very rare occurrence, Mr. Hun- 
ter tends rather to ftrengthen the contrary opinion: for, 
were the two difeafes produced by the fame kind of mat- 
ter, the one would clearly and neceffarily offen terminate 
inthe other. In the few cafes which Mr. Hunter, in the 
courfe of extenfive practice, has met with, there is more 
caufe to imagine, either that the two difeafes were com- 
municated at once, or that the one was given while the 
patient laboured under the other, than that nature fhould 
deviate fo much from her ordinary courfe as to produce 
them ina few inftances fo very differently from what ob- 
vioufly happens in the courfe of general obfervation. 


Vor. VIL CA ing 
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the paflages for extraneous matter, in- 
cluding alfo the ducts of glands, fuch as 
the mouth, nofe, eyes, arms, and ure- 
thra; and by xon-/ecreting furfaces, the 
external {kin in general. ‘To which they 
add a third kind of furface, leading from 
the one to the other, as the glans penis, 
prolabium of the mouth, the infide of the 
lips, and the female pudendum: which 
furfaces, partaking of the properties of 
each of the others, but in a lefs degree, 
are capable of being affected in both ways, 
fometimes by being excited to fecretion, 
and at other times to ulceration *, 

Upon this, their theory, or opinion of 
the point in queftion, is attempted to be 
eftalifhed: When the contagion, either 
of Gonorrhcea or pox, and which they 
confider to be the fame, is applied to any 
part of the external {kin, particularly to 
the glans penis, where the {kin is very 


* Vide John Hunter on the Venereal Difeafe. 
thin, 
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thin, chancre or ulceration, they obferve, 
will moft readily enfue, as thefe are nof 
fecreting furfaces; while the fame kind of. 
matter applied to the urethra muft necef= 
farily excite Gonorrhoea, from this being 
a fecreting furface, and therefore not fo 
eafily affected with ulceration as with ir- 
ritation ; by which an increafed difcharge, 
attended with fome change in the mucus 
of the part, muft accordingly be pro- 
duced. | 

This idea, however, is more ingenious 
than folid. It might anfwer the purpofe 
of giving a {pecious appearance to an ill- 
founded opinion, but it will not ftand the 
teft of inquiry. 

In the firft place, on the fuppofition of 
the matter of Gonorrhcea and Lues Ve- 
nerea being the fame, the latter ought to 
be a much more frequent occurrence than 
the former, from the greater eafe with 
which the matter of infection muft, in 
every inftance, be applied to thofe parts 
on which it can produce chancres than to 

C 2 the 
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the urethra, where, inftead of chancreé 
or ulceration, it almoft always excites 
Gonorrheea. It 18 difficult to conceive 
how the matter by which the difeafe 1s 
communicated fhould find accefs to the 
urethra ; while, on the contrary, all the 
external parts of the penis, particularly 
the glans, muft be eafily and univerfally 
expoted to it: and yet Gonorthoea is a 
much more frequent difeafe than pox. 
Cafes of Gonorrhcea are in proportion 
to thofe of Chancre and Pox, fo far as 
my obfervation goes, of about three to 
one; while it is obvious, that the very 
reverfe fhould happen, if the two difeafes 
were produced by the fame kind of mats 
ter. | | 
Again, wete this the cafe, fhould wé 
hot find Genorrheea, in almoft every in+ 


* Mr. Hunter fuppofes, that the proportion the cafes 
of Gonorrhea bear to thofe of Chancre, "is as four or five 
to one. Vide Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe, p. 217. 
This is furely a weighty argument againft the opinion 
he endeavours to fupport, of Gonorrhea and Chancre 
proceeding from the fame contagion. 

ftance, 
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 ftance, terminating in Pox, and Chancre 
in Gonorrheea; for every one knows, thar 
in Gonorrhcea the matter is at all times 
pafling from the urethra over the glans 
and prepuce, and in Chancre, that it is 
paflinge from the glans into the entrance 
of the urethra. It happens indeed, in a 
few inftances, (Mr. Hunter, we fee, has 
met with fome cafes of it) that the one 
difeafe fupervenes upon the other: but 
we have alfo feen that thefe are rare ocr 
currences; and, where they have not 
been communicated by fubfequent con- 
nection with an infected perfon, that the 
two difeafes have probably been given at 
one and the fametime. It is no argu, 
ment againi{t this fuggeftion, to fay, that 
inftances have been met with of a Go,y 
norrhoea appearing during the continu- 
ance of chancres of feveral weeks dura, 
tion, and wice verfa ; for every practitioner 
muit have met with inftances of thefe 
difeafes both appearing at the diftance of 
two or three months from any expofure 
to infection. 

C 3 I have 
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I have at this moment a gentleman un- 
der cure, for a deep, foul chancre, alto- 
gether within the urethra. It was of 
feveral weeks duration before I faw ‘it, 
and yet no Gonorrhcea took place. He 
is now getting well, by a complete courfe 
of mercury, and repeated application 
of cauftic, } | 

I have met with various cafes of this, 
as every practitioner muft have done; 
and, fo lately as the month of April laft, 
I was called to a gentleman with a painful | 
chancre on each fide of the urethra. The 
fore extended about the eighth part of an 
inch up the paflage; and the parts being 
much inflamed, I hefitated to apply cauf- 
tic. [his rendered the cure tedious, but 
{till no Gonorrheea took place. At laft, 
after haying taken a confiderable quantity 
of mercury, and when the chancres were 
looking clean, and in a-healing ftate, he 
was feized with all the fymptoms of a 
fevere clap, with heat in making water, 
chordee, and a plentiful difcharge of a 
thin green matter. This, however, bore 

all 
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all the appearance of a recent infection. 
I at once faid fo to my patient; and he 
candidly acknowledged that he had im- 
prudently expofed himfelf, by having 
connection with a girl of the town, three 
or four days previous to the acceflion of 
thefe fymptoms. 

We may alfo remark, that ‘the difcharge 
from Gonorrhoea frequently becomes fo 
acrid as to excoriate the glans and pre- 
putium, and even to excite a very plentiful 
formation of matter; but every one 
knows that this is materially different 
from chancre. It is altogether differ- 
ent im appearance, and fo materially dif- 
ferent in its effects, that fcarcely any 
practitioner of experience will truft the 
cure of chancre to a y thing but mercury, 
while, in the other, mercury, I imagine, 
is very feldom employed. However ex- 
tenfive the excoriations may be, they are 
eafily removed by local remedies; and I 
have never known an inftance of pox fuc- 
ceeding to this kind of treatment. Nay, 
I have met with various inftances of fuch 

C4 affections, 
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affections, where mercury had been given 
in confiderable quantities with no advan- 
tage whatever, and where a cure was ef- 
fected by the ufe of an aftringent wath. 
About eighteen months ago, a gentle- 
man came to town from a confiderable 
diftance, with an extenfive excoriation 
over all the glans and preputium, attended 
with a difcharge of a large quantity of 
thin, offenfive matter. The quantity of 
matter indeed was fo confiderable, that 
at firft fight it appeared to be the dif- 
charge from a very inveterate recent cafe 
of Gonorrhea; but, on farther examina- 
tion, it was found to proceed entirely 
from the glans and prepuce, the clap by 
which it was produced being entirely 
gone. | 
He had taken mercury for the fpace of 
fix weeks; and the parts had been regu- 
Jarly bathed in milk and water, but with 
no advantage. The difcharge continued 
as plentiful as ever, and the preputium 
was beginning to acquire fome degree of 
thicknefs; and ta be difficult to retract. 
In 
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In the {pace of a week he was completely 
cured, merely by bathing the parts from 
time to time with brandy and water, and 
applying, during the night, a poultice 
{trongly impregnated with faccharum fa- 
turni. 

This, as well as a variety of fimilar af- 
feCtions, which, were it neceflary, I might 
enumerate, clearly evince, not only that 
the matter of Gonorrhoea, when confined 
to the urethra, does not terminate in pox, 
but that it proves equally inoffenfive to 
the conftitution, where it is even fo fharp 
and acrid as to excoriate the furrounding 
parts. ‘This points out a very marked 
difference between the matter of the two 
difeafes. In pox, even the flighteft fore 
never fails to throw matter into the fyf- 
tem, while the moit extenfive affeCtions 
proceeding from Gonorrhea are fo fel- 
dom found to injure the conftitution, 
that I have never met with an inftance of 
it. ) 

By thofe who wifh to fupport the op- 
pofite doctrine, it is faid, that the matter 

of 
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of Gonorrheea would more frequently ter- 
minate 1n pox,” were 1t not for the mucus 
of the urethra with which it is blended, 
and by which they fuppofe it to be ren- 
dered not only milder in its nature, but 
not fo apt to be taken up by the abforb- 
ents. This, however, is merely ideal ; 
and no proof can be advanced in fupport 
of it. Befides, the force of the argument is 
entirely done away, when we fee, from 
what has been obferved above, that even 
where the matter of Gonorrhea is more 
acrimonious than almoft ever occurs in 
cafes of Chancre, fo as in fome initances 
to produce very extenfive excoriations, 
that ftill no affeGtion of the conftitution 
enfues from it. 

Nay, we fee, even in fuch difeafes as 
are found to proceed from what is termed. 
a tranflation of the matter of Gonorrhcea to 
other parts of the body, and which we fup- 
pofe to happen through the medium of the 
circulation, that ftill no affection of the 
conftitution proceeds from them. This 
is particularly the cafe in fuch inftances 


of 


Cla. and Lues Venerea. | 


of ophthalmia as fometimes proceed from 
Gonorrhcea, and in which a confiderable 
difcharge takes place, of a puriform mat- 
ter from the eye-lids, very fimilar to the 
matter of a recent clap. I have alfo met 
with inftances, of patients labouring un- 
der Gonorrheea being feized with a fimilar 
difcharge from the membrane of the nofe ; 
but in none of thefe have Lever known Lues 
Venerea enfue. A confiderable number of 
examples might beadduced of each of thefe; 
but the three following will be fufficient. 

In the year 1786, a young man applied to 
_me,with a very troublefome painful difeafe 
in both eyes. The evye-balls were not 
much inflamed outwardly; but as he ex- 
perienced an intenfe degree of pain from 
the admiffion of light, I concluded that 
the retina, or other deep-feated parts of 
the eye, were in a ftate of inflammation ; 
and the membrane of the eye-lids was not 
only inflamed, but a conftant and copious 
difcharge took place from them, of a 
egreenifh yellow matter, bearing much the 
appearance of the matter of a recent clap. 


The 
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The account I received of his difeafe 
was this: That he had for eight or ten 
days laboured under Gonorrhea, the 
fymptoms of which, however, were not 
more fevere than ufual; when, after be- 
ing heated with drinking port wine, the 
difcharge from the urethra, which had 
previoufly been copious, difappeared al- 
moft entirely. His eyes, almoft imme- 
diately thereafter, became painful; and, 
in lefs than twenty-four hours, the dif- 
charge of matter had taken place from the 
eye-lids. 

The difeafe was at firft treated with 
blifters, flight evacuations of blood, and 
the ufual applications of ointments and 
collyria. Thefe not proving fuccefsful, a 
courfe of mercury was prefcribed: but, 
although different attempts were made 
with it, mifchief always enfued from it, 
It did not leflen the difcharge, while it 
obvioufly increafed the inflammation, and 
rendered the eyes more irritable. I there~ 
fore advifed this remedy to be laid afide. © 
A quantity of blood was taken from the 

temporal 
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temporal artery of one fide; fuch veffels 
as were turged upon the eye-balls were 
divided; {carifications were made in the 
inflamed parts of the eye-lids; poultices 
were applied over the eyes, in which 
opium and faccharum faturni were dif- 
folved; and gentle laxatives were pre- 
fcribed. By thefe means the pain foon 
abated; the inflammation and difcharge 
of matter leffened; and, in the courfe of 
a fortnight, no fymptom of the difeafe 
remained, but a degree of irritability on 
expofure to much light, with which both 
eyes continued to be diftrefled for five or 
fix months thereafter. 

In the courfe of the following year, on 
beirig attacked with Gonorrheea, but of a 
more violent nature than the former, he 
was again feized, after expofure to much 
cold, and riding on horfeback, to a fimi- 
lar affection of his eyes. In this in- 
ftance, too, bloodletting, and the other 
remedies formerly prefcribed, proved fuc- 
cefsful; and he has not fince that period 
had any return of the difeafe. 
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About two years ago, I was defired to 
vilit a patient, who, during confinement 
from a {welled teftis induced by a Go- 
norrheea, was fuddenly feized with a pro- 
fufe difcharge of matter from one of his 
noftrils, verv fimilar to the running of a 
clap. ‘The membrane of the noftril ap- 
peared tender, and fomewhat inflamed ; 
but little or no pain occurred from it. 
The difcharge from the urethra had di- 
minifhed confiderably previous to the tef- 
tis becoming inflamed, and, on this tak- 
ing place from the nofe, it difappeared 
entirely. This fuggefted the propriety of 
attempting to excite a return of the dif- 
charge by the urethra; but no advantage 
being derived from this, I advifed the af- 
fection of the nofe to be treated with in- 
jeGtions fimilar to what we ufe in cafes of 
clap. An aftringent folution was thrown 
up, fometimes with a fyringe, and at 
other times by inferting a bit of {ponge 
immerfed in it up the noftril; and in the 
-courfe of a few days the running ceafed 
entirely. 
Since 
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Since that period, the fame patient has 
been twice affected in a fimilar manner, 
and the fame kind of treatment proved 
equally fuccefsful. No mercury was 
given, and no fymptom of pox has ever 
appeared. 

In the courfe of a few weeks after the 
recovery of this patient from the firft at- 
tack of the difeafe, I was defired to fee a 
friend of his, who for feveral years had 
been diftreffed with a fimilar difcharge 
from both his noftrils. The running had. 
occurred during the continuance of a 
clap; and although it had frequently di- 
minifhed in quantity, yet at all times it 
was fo confiderable as to be productive of 
much uneafinefs. No ulceration appeared 
on the membrane of the noftrils, but it was 
of a deep red colour, and tender over its 
whole extent. A variety of remedies had 
been employed; and at laft, after the difeafe 
had gone on for upwards of three years, al- 
though no other fymptom appeared, he was 
advifed to undergo a courfe of mercury. 

This 
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This was done in the moft attentive man- 
ner; but no advantage enfued from it. 

In this fituation, I expected that the 
fame plan of treatment which proved fuc- 
cefsful in the preceding cafe, and which 
had alfo done fo in others, would like- 
wife anfwer here. In this, however, I 
was difappointed; for, although every 
variety of injection was ufed that I ever 
employed; yet no material advantage en- 
fued from them. The running was fome- 
times indeed leflened by them, but it al- 
ways returned equally fevere as before ; 
and although it has of late, even when no 
remedies were employed, become confi- 
derably lefs, it {till continues in fuch 
quantities as to prove highly diftre{sful. 
No other fymptom of the difeafe, how- 
ever, has ever occurred. 

As a farther proof of the difference of 
the contagions of Syphilis and Gonorr- 
hoea, it may be remarked, that no flage 
of pox has ever been known to induce 
Gonorrhea, which furely would occafion~ 


ally 
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ally happen, if the two difeafes were of 
the fame nature. We may alfo remark, 
that, in numberlefs inftances, people have 
been poxed by the matter of Syphilis be- 
ing by accident applied to a cut or a 
{cratch, as often happens with furgeons 
in the drefling of chancres and buboes ; 
but no one ever heard of a pox being got 
in this manner from the matter of Go- 
norrheea. It has indeed been faid, that 
chancres may be produced by infinuating 
the matter of Gonorrhea beneath the 
fkin. But experiments upon this fubject 
are productive of fuch anxiety and dif- 
trefs, that they never have been, nor ever 
probably will be, repeated fo frequently 
as the nature of it would require. No- 
thing, therefore, can be admitted from. 
this argument ; for, in order to avoid fal- 
lacy, and to give fupport to the opinion, 
thefe experiments would not only require 
to be condué¢ted with accuracy, but to be 
numerous, and to be repeated on a va- 
riety of patients under every poflible va- 


riety of circumftances ; whereas we have 
Voi. VI, D ro. Heare 


aa On Gonorrhea Virulenta, Chil. 


heard of only a fingle experiment or two 
being made by any individual; and even 
thefe feem to have been made under the 
management of fuch as were ftrongly and 
obvioutly biafled in favour of one fide of 
the queftion. | 

In oppofition to nee too, | may men- 
tion, that, induced by fome late publica- 
tions upon this fubject, two young gen- 
tlemen of this place have made fome ex- 
periments upon themfelves, with a view 
to afcertain the point in difpute; but the 
refult was materially different from what 
appears to have happened in the experi- 
- ments to which I allude. By the intro- 
duction of the matter of chancres, as well 
as of buboes, into the urethra, fome pain 
and irritation were excited, but no Go- 
norrhoea enfued; and, by fretting the 
{kin of the prepuce and glans with a lan- 
cet, and rubbing the parts with the mat~ 
ter of Gonorrheea, ilight fores were pro- 
duced; . but they never afflumed the ap- 
pearance of chaneres,..and they healed 


eafily without the ufe of mercury.—For 
the 
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the reafons mentioned above, however, 
we cannot place much dependence upon 
thefe or any other experiments that have 
yet been made upon this fubject; we 
muift truft therefore to experience and 
obfervation in the ordinary courfe of 
practice for means to afcertain it. 

The other fact on which the dodtrine 
we attempt to eftablith refts, is, that Go- 
norrhoea and Syphilis have appeared at 
different times in the fame countries, and 
in fome inftances have remained difting 
and uncombined for a great length of 
time. | 

If thefe two difeafes were of the fame 
nature, and proceeded from the fame 
contagion, they ought to have appeared 
nearly at the fame time in every country 
to which the infection. was carried.’. This 
does not appear, however, from. ‘the hif- 
tory of the difeafe, to have been the cafe. 
From the earlier writers upon this fub- 
ject, it is evident, that the Lues Venerea 
was known in Europe at leaft forty years 
before the Gonorrhoea Virulenta. Doctor 
Aftruc, whofe accuracy and minute at- 
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tention to this fubject has not been equal- 
led by any one, afferts, that in his time 
Gonorrheea had not been long known in 
China, although we know that the Lues 
Venerea had long prevailed in that coun- 
try: and it would appear, notwithftand- 
ing of any thing that has been faid to the 
contrary, that the Lues Venerea was im- 
ported to the ifland of Otaheite a confider- 
able time before Gonorrhcea. It feems 
to have been carried to that and other 
iflands in the fouth feas by the very firft 
European navigators who touched there, 
and to have remained diftinét, without 
being connected with Gonorrheea, for a 
very confiderable time; for, when Cap- 
tain Cook vifited thefe iflands in his fe- 
cond voyage, we have authority for fay-~ 
ing, that Gonorrhcea had not then ap- 
peared in them. 

Thefe hiftorical facts all tend to prove, 
that where only one of thefe difeafes has 
been imported to any particular diftrict, 
it has always remained diftinét, with- 
eut producing the other; and which 

| we 
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we cannot fuppofe would have happened, 
if both were formed by the fame conta- 
gion. And, in addition to thefe, I may 
add another, not lefs remarkable, the 
truth of which may be afcertained by all 
who incline to inquire concerning it, as 
the fcene of it lies in our own country. 
In various parts of the country of Scot- 
land, particularly in fome parts of the 
Highlands; in Galloway, and in Dum- 
fries-fhire ; the common people have, for 
a great length of time, been afflicted with 
the Lues Venerea, under the denomina- 
tion, as they term it, of Sibbens; and 
which, from thofe diftreffed with it hav- 
ing no communication with thofe infedct- 
ed with Gonorrhcea, has {till retained its 
original, unmixed form, without a fingle 
inftance, fo far as | know, of Gonorr- 


hoea having been ever produced by it *. 
There 


* "This muft have happened from the difeafe in thefe 
diftridts prevailing almoft entirely among poor country 
people, whofe manners do not expofe them to the hazard 
of being infeed with Gonorrhea. None, however, 
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There is evidence, in fome of thefe dif> 
tricts, of this difeafe having prevailed 
among them for upwards of feventy years : 
Nay, in fome of them, it is faid, from 
tradition, to have been left there by the 
foldiers of Oliver Cromwell, and to have 
been given, fince that period, by one ge- 
neration to another; and, although I have 
had opportunities of pdine many hund- 
red people labouring under it, with ulcers 
in the throat, nodes of the bones, fungous 
excrefcences about the anus, blotches 
over the body, with almoft every other 
fymptom of Syphilis, yet not an inftance 
‘thas occurred to me, as | have obferved 
above, nor have I heard of any, where 
Gonorrhea took place in it. Whether it 
is from thofe infected with it concealing 
it longer than ufually happens in towns, 
or what may be the caufe of it, I fhall nat’ 


can efcape the Sibbens who are much in company with 
thofe labouring under it; and fo much are they conviaced 
of its being the fame difeafe with Lues Venerea, that even 
thofe who get it in the moft innocent manner, are fo much 
afhamed of it, that they never fpeak of it as long as it can 
a be kept fecret. 
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at prefent pretend to determine; but cer- 
tain itis that the fymptoms produced by 
it are more inveterate than we ufually find 
them to be in the ordinary form of this 
difeafe. They appear to be more particu, 
larly infectious; the flighteft communi- 
cation with thofe labouring under the dif- 
eafe being apt to produce it. The fymp- 
toms {pread more rapidly, and a greater 
quantity of mercury is, for the moft part, 
-equired to remove them; but itill Go- 
norrhoea is never produced in any ftage 
of the difeatfe, 

A difeafe very fimilar to this broke out 
among the country people of..Canada, 
fome years ago, owing, as is imagined, to 
communication with fome of the foldiers 
quartered among them, who were in- 
fected. with) LuesiVenerea. It is. attended, 
as is the cafe with the Sibbens in Scot- 
land, with all the fymptoms of Syphilis 
in the moft virulent form of that difeafe ; 
and it is fo very infectious as to be com- 
municated by eating or drinking out of 
the fame vetlel, or drying with the fame 
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cloth that has been ufed by thofe labour- 


ing under it. It often enters the confti- 
tution by abforption from the furface, 
without any previous ulceration : In which 
cafe it afterwards breaks out in buboes, 
nodes, ulcers, and other fymptoms of a 
confirmed Lues; but not an inftance, I 
am informed, has happened, of Gonorrhoea 
being produced by it. 

This, as well as what has occurred in 
the progrefs of Sibbens, is precifely what 
happened with the Lues Venerea, when 
it firft appeared in Europe, as well as at a 
late period in the South Seas; and there 
cannot be a doubt of the fame circum- 
ftances taking place wherever the Sy- 
philis only is communicated. We have 
feen, in all thefe inftances, that Gonor- 
rhoea has never been produced by it, which 
furely could not have happened if the 
two difeafes were of the fame nature, and 
produced by the fame contagion. ‘They 
could never, in that cafe, have remained 
for any length of time fo diftinét and pre- 
cifely marked; for the one muft necef- 

farily 
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farily, in almoft every inftance, have 
foon been productive of the other. 
As a farther fupport of this opinion, 
I may add, that if the two difeafes were of 
the fame nature, and produced by the fame 
infection, the remedies proving ufeful in 
the one might be expected to prove like- 
wife fo in the other. Inftead of this, we 
find that thofe upon which we depend 
with moft certainty in Gonorrheea, have 
no effect whatever in the cure of Syphilis, 
while mercury, which is the only re- 
medy, as we have obferved above, upon 
which any dependence can be placed for 
thecure of Syphilis,does not,in Gonorrhea, 
produce any advantage. Nay, that in 
fome cafes, it evidently does harm. | 
We alfo know, that Gonorrhea will 
often terminate whether any remedy be 
employed or not, merely by moderate 
living, and keeping the parts regularly 
clean. The difeafe by this alone will, in 
moft inftances, become gradually milder, 
till at laft it will difappear entirely. No 
{uch thing, however, happens in Lues 
Venerea 
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Venera. In this, as we have already re- 
marked, even the mildeft fymptom be- 
comes daily worfe, unlefs mercury be 
employed; nor will any practitioner of 
experience truft the cure even of the 
flighteft chancre to any other remedy. 

Upon this evidence alone, of the me- 
thod of cure of the two difeafes being fo 
effentially different, we might, I think, 
conclude that they are different in their 
nature, and that they proceed from dif- 
ferent contagions, Were they of the 
fame nature, and proceeding from the 
fame caufe, it is not poflible to conceive 
that any medicine would act as a certain 
cure for the one and do harm in the 
other, and yet every practitioner will admit 
that mercury is the only remedy hitherto 
known, upon which we can depend for the 
cure of Lues Venerea, while it evidently 
often does harm, as I have already obferv- 
ed, in Gonorrheea. 

If the fubject now under difcuflion was 
merely of a fpeculative nature I fhould 
not have entered fo minutely into it, 
mK for 
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for in that cafe it would have been a mat~ 
ter of indifference both to practitioners 
and patients whether thefe difeafes were 
of the fame nature or not; but, as the 
treatment of Gonorrhoea ought to depend 
much upon this circumftance, I judged it 
proper, before proceeding to treat of it, 
to make this attempt to have the point in 
queftion afcertained. 
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Of the Gonnorrbea Virulenta. 
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SECTION I. 


General Obfervations on the Symptoms, Caufes, 
and Seat of Gonorrhea Virulenta. 


&° VERY difcharge of matter from the 
& 4 urethra, excited by impure coition, 
is termed Gonorrhcea Virulenta. As the 
term implies a difcharge of femen, and 
as this difeafe is not neceflarily attended 
with any feminal evacuation, it is here 
obvioufly mifapplied; but we think it 
better to retain even a faulty denomina- 

tion. 
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tion when very univerfally received, than 
to incur the hazard arifing from the con- 
fufion which might enfue from the pro- 
pofal of amendments. 

The period at which the difcharge takes 
place, after expofure to infection, is al- 
ways uncertain. I have known it happen 
in a few hours; often in the courfe of a 
day or two, and in fome inftances not till 
feveral weeks have elapfed. From the 
third or fourth day, to the feventh and 
eight, is the moft frequent period. 

This does not appear, however, to have 
any effect on the nature or violence of the 
fymptoms. Some indeed have imagined, 
that the difeafe muft be mild or fevere ac- 
cording as it appears early or late after the 
matter of infection has been applied; but 
this does not accord with my obfervation. 
1 have often known the fymptoms mild 
when they appeared early after expofure 
to infection, and fevere when much time 
had elapfed. In one of the moft obftinate 
cafes of Gonorrhea I have feen, the run- 
ning did not appear till nearly the ninth 

| week 
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week from the time of infection. A gen- 
tleman failedifrom Jamaica two days after 
having connection with a woman of fuf-+ 
picious character. No fymptoms appear- 
ing till feveral weeks had elapfed, he con- 
cluded ‘that he had efcaped; when, two 
days. before coming into port, béing the 
fifty-eight of his voyage, a very copious 
running appeared. 

In fome few cafes, the difcharge takes 
place without the patient having any warn- 
ing of its approach; but, for the moft 
part, it 1s preceded by fymptoms ind1- 
cating fome degree of inflammation in the 
urethra: A fenfe of fulnefs and tightnefs 
is felt over all the under part of the pe- 
nis; the patient has a more frequent de- 
fire than ufual to void urine, accompanied 
with a peculiar kind of itching heat along 
the urethra, at the fame time that: the 
extremity of that canal is obferved to be 
of a more deep red colour than ordinary, 
and’ more than ufually tender to the 
touch. In fome cafes, too, the urethra 
_ feems to be contraCted, or leflened in its 
diameter ; 
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diameter;. the urine coming of in a 
ftream much fmaller than natural, while 
at other times it is forked, as if the paf- 
faze was divided in two. | | 

On the running appearing it is fome- 
times white, and nearly of the confiftence 
of purulent. matter; but, for the moft 
part, it is thin, and of a yellow green co-. 
lour.. In fome cafes it is brown,. refem- 
bling the difcharge of old {corbutic fores, 
and in others it confifts. almoft entirely of 
blood, owing to the erofion or rupture of 
one or more blood-veilels in the urethra. 
In a great proportion. of cafes, the dif- 
charge of matter from. the urethra, and 
.{calding heat in making rwater, are the 
only fymptoms which take place; but in 
others, thefe are accompanied with chor- 
dee, or painful involuntary ere¢tions ; 
with much uneafinefs:in the teftes, which 
frequently... become: . fo tender and irri- 
table that the ilighteft touch excites pain. 
Severe degrees of pain often ftretch from 
the penis to the groins and thighs; and 
in fome cafes over all the abdominal vil- 
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cera, particularly over the under part of 
the belly. 

In fome cafes the chordee, and in others 
thefe fympathetic pains ftretching to the 
groins, and contiguous parts, are the 
moft diftrefsful fymptoms of the dif- 
eafe. I have known the latter fo fevere 
as to render the patient altogether unable 
to take any kind of exercife; while the 
chordee, which is ufually worft in bed, 1s 
apt to deprive him entirely of {fleep. 

Befides thefe pains in the parts con- 
tiguous to the penis, and which we fup- 
pofe to be chiefly the effect of nervous 
irritability, the glands in the groin in fome 
inftances {well, and become hard; but 
unlefs the running be accompanied with 
chancres, thefe fwellings very commonly 
fubfide, and do not proceed to fuppurate; 
animportant fact, which may be confidered 
as an additional proof to what was men- 
tioned in the laft chapter, of the differ- 
ence between Gonorrhoea and Lues Ve- 
nerea. 

In 
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In the courfe of the difeafe the glans 
penis fometimes becomes red and in- 
flamed, anda yellow, fcetid matter, oozes 
from its whole furface. In fome cafes 
_ this is accompanied with evident ulcera- 
tion: in others the fkin remains entire, 
and the matter is obferved, upon pref- 
fure, to proceed from an infinite number 
of {mall points. In both they are fup- 
pofed to proceed from the matter pafling 
out of the urethra, and allowed, by the 
negligence of the patient, to reft too long 
upon the tender cuticle of the glans. 

In fome cafes, however, this inflam- 
matory affeCtion of the glans, and dif- 
charge with which it is accompanied, 
takes place of itfelf, and without any dit- 
charge from the urethra. In which cafe, 
from the refemblance which the matter 
bears to that of Gonorrheea, it has ufually 
been termed Gonorrhoea Spuria. This 
inflammation, in fome cafes fpreads to 
the prepuce, in which it very commonly 
produces fome degree of contraction. 
‘When the prepuce becomes fo much 
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{traitened that it cannot be drawn back, a 
difeafe is formed, which we term phy- | 
mofis ; and, when it contra¢ts behind the 
glans, a difeafe termed paraphymofis takes 
place. 

Although in Gonorrhea fome degree of 
uneafinefs is ufually felt along the whole 
courfe of the urethra, yet we know, that 
in moft inftances, the feat of the difeafe 
lies within an inch, or little more, of 
the point of the penis. Ina few cafes, 
however, whether from maltreatment of 
the diforder; from the nature of the in- 
fection being more than ufually virulent, 
or from peculiarity of conftitution of the 
patient, the difeafe fpreads backward tll 
it extends over the whole length of the 
urethra, even to the bladder itfelf. ‘The 
proftate gland and internal coat of the 
bladder become affected, and fympathetic 
pains ftretch from thefe parts along the 
ureters to the kidneys. 

When the bladder becomes in this 
manner difeafed, the {tate of the patient 
is, for the moft, extremely miferable : he 

feels 
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feels almoft a conftant defire to make 
water, accompanied with fevere preflure 
or bearing down upon the affected parts, 
proceeding from involuntary {pafmodic 
contractions of the abdominal mufcles. 
‘The whole region of the loins, particu- 
larly about the kidneys, becomes fo pain- 
ful and irritable, that much diftrefs is ex- , 
cited by whatever tends to bring the muf- 
cles of thefe parts into action, and the pa- 
tient often complains of a conftant tenef- 
mus, and of a frequent {hooting pain about 
the anus and neck of the bladder. 

_ In this ftage of the diforder there is 
feldom any confiderable difcharge from 
the urethra; but, for the moft part, a 
Jarge quantity of very vifcid-foetid-mucus 
is difcovered in the urine, which, in the 
courfe of a few hours, fubfides, and ad- 
heres fo firmly to the fides of the veffel as 
not to be eafily feparated. 

When a Gonorrheea has either been im- 
properly treated, or when much inflam- 
mation takes place from any other caufe, 
the teftes are apt to {well and inflame, 
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and abfceffes often form in Cowper’s 
glands, as well as in other parts of the 
urethra. When thefe burft outwardly, 
or when the urine by any means finds 
acce{s to them, they are often productive 
‘of great diftrefs to the patient and per- 
‘plexity to the practitioner, as they fre- 
quently baffle every attempt that is made 

for removing them. | 
It will readily be conceived that all the 
fymptoms we have defcribed are feldom 
or never met with in the fame patient, 
and that thefe which do take place will be 
in very different degrees in different cafes. 
Thisis particularly remarkable with refpect 
to the quantity of difcharge, which, in 
fome inftances, is fo trifling as fcarcely to 
‘excite any uiconvenience, whilft, “in 
others, it is fo profufe as to prove highly 
diftrefsful. In fome cafes too, the heat 
of urine is fo inconfiderable as not to de- 
ferve notice; and in fuch inftances alfo, 
‘the defire to pafs water is feldom very fre- 
quent, while, in others, thefe fymptoms 
are 
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are both fo unfupportable as to render the 
patient miferable. 

In moft inftances of Gonorrhcea any 
external inflammation which occurs is 
confined to the extremity of the urethra ; 
but, in fome cafes, it runs fo high as to 
fpread over the whole glans, where it 
might be expected to terminate, as inflam- 
matory affections in other parts of the 
body moft frequently do, in the forma- 
tion of abfcefles. This, however, very 
rarely happens. We have _ obferved, 
above, that, in a few inftances, a puru- 
lent-like matter oozes from the whole fur- 
face of the inflamed glans; but I have 
{carcely known an inftance of any exten- 
five ab{ceis in the fubftance of the glans, 
The infammation, for the moft part, ter- 
minates by difperfion. In a few cafes it 
ends in mortification. 

In women the fymptoms of Goneor- 
rhoea are, for the moft part, much milder 
than in men. It fometimes happens that 
a flow of matter is all that occurs; and, 
as the difcharge is very fimilar to the mat- 
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ter of fluor albus, the two difeafes are often 

miftaken for one another. | 
This abfence of pain, however, takes 
place only where the vagina is the feat of 
the difeafe. When the urethra becomes 
affected the fymptoms are nearly the fame 
as in the other fex. A diftrefsful degree 
of irritation occurs at the extremity of the 
urethra, accompanied with heat of urine, 
and a very frequent defire to pafs water. In 
fome cafes the inflammation fpreads to the 
bladder, and even to the kidneys, uterus, 
and ovaria; or at leaft thefe parts come to 
be fo much affected with pain as to give 
caufe to fufpect that they are in a ftate of 
inflammation. Pain, even in a fevere de- 
gree, will no doubt occur from nervous 
fympathy, and this I believe to be fre- 
quently the cafe here; but I have met with 
different inftances of a confiderable de- 
gree of inflammation being excited by 
Gonorrh«a in all the parts which I have 
‘mentioned: that is, they have become 
fwelled, hard, and exceflively painful, in- 
fomuch that the flighteft touch would 
create 
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create a great degree of uneafinefs; and 
blood-letting, with other evacuations, 
were the only remedies from which re- 
lief was obtained. In fome cafes the mat- 
‘ter is fo {harp and acrid as to excorriate 
the clitoris, nymphez, and labia pucend1. 
This excites a great deal of uneafinefs ; 
more than ever takes place in men froma 
mere affection of the external parts; for, 
as thefe parts are in women prefled upon 
in fitting, the flighteft degree of inflam- 
mation is, from this caufe alone, produc- 
tive of much diftrefs, They are often 
obliged to remain conftantly in bed ; being 
unable either to walk, ftand, or fit. 

It is impoflible, in any cafe of Gonor- 
rhoea, to determine at firft, in what man- 
ner it will terminate, for we often find 
the moft fevere, as well as the moft obfti- 
nate difcharge, fucceed to fymptoms of 
the mildeft nature, while in fome cafes 
-it ends quickly and eafily, where the 
fymptoms at firft were very fevere. It 1s 
in general believed that the difeafe will 
be mild, and of fhort duration, where the 
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running is white or yellow; and, on the 
contrary, that it will neceflarily prove fe- 
vere and tedious, where it is at firft green, 
or much tinged with blood. This, 
however, is by no means univerfally the 
cafe ; for inftances occur daily, of the run- 
ning proving tedious, where it was at firft 
of the colour and confiftence of purulent 

matter, while others often happen of its 
ending quickly, where the matter was at 
firft either deeply tinged with blood, or 
of as deep a green as this difcharge has 
ever been obferved. 

In the progrefs of this difeafe, we al- 
ways reckon it a favourable circumftance 
to obferve the matter become thick and 
ropy. This cannot indeed be mentioned 
as an infallible proof of the difcharge 
being {con to terminate; but it is, un- 
doubtedly, one of the moft favourable 
occurrences in every cafe of clap. When 
the running does not foon become ropy; 
it is apt to terminate in gleet, the moft 
perplexing fymptom in this diforder, and 


of 
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of which we fhall fpeak more particularly 
in an enfuing chapter. 

We fhall hereafter have occafion to ob- 
ferve that a difcharge may be produced 
from the urethra by different caufes, very 
fimilar to the matter of Gonorrhcea viru- 
lenta. At prefent it is only neceflary to 
remark, that, in this difeafe, the difcharge 
is obvioufly the effect of irritation excited 
in the membrane of the urethra and con- 
tiguous parts, by matter from an infected 
perfon being applied to them. 

Some difference of opinion has arifen | 
of the manner in which the matter of in- 
fection is communicated to the urethra. 
By fome it is fuppofed to happen in con- 
fequence of being firft abforbed from the 
furface of the glans, and afterwards de- 
pofited on the membrane of the urethra; 
as they do not think that it can pafs di- 
rectly into the urethra, during coition. 
No good reafon, however, can be given 
for this opinion : it appears more probable 
that the matter at firft finds accefs between 
the lips of the urethra; that it afterwards 
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{preads, 1n a gradual manner, along the 
paflage, by mixing with the mucus, with 
which it meets, and that the progrefs 
which it makes will, in a great mea- 
fure, depend upon the parts to which it is 
applied being more or lefs fufceptible of 
inflammation; upon the general ftate of 
health of the patient; upon his manner 
of living; and perhaps upon other caufes. 

I do not conceive, however, that the 
kind of matter by which the difcharge is 
produced has fo much influence on the 
violence or duration of the fymptoms as 
has been imagined. It is indeed the opi- 
nion of fome that a fevere and obftinate 
cafe of clap may always be traced to an in- 
fection of fome peculiar degree of viru- 
lency ; but this will not be found to hap- 
pen with any kind of uniformity. So far 
as my obfervation goes, it is in Gonor- 
rhoea nearly the fame as in {mall pox. 
The mildnefs or violence of fymptoms 
does not depend upon the matter by 
which the difeafe 1s produced fo much as 
upon other circumftances. Hence the 
fame 
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woman will, under the fame infection, 
communicate the moft virulent fymptoms 
to one perfon, and the mildeft to an- 
other. 

That much depends upon the habit of 
body of the patient, and upon his man- 
ner of living, will fcarcely be doubted ; 
but the following fact renders it obvious. 
Three gentlemen, who aflociated much 
together, and who were accuftomed to 
live freely, returning one night from a 
drinking club, refolved to vifit a girl of 
the town, and to take a friend along with 
them who had that night been a vifitor 
in their fociety, but who ufually lived 
with much fobriety. They all had con- 
nection with the fame girl. The three 
affociates had all the moft fevere claps I 
ever met with; while the other, who alfo 
received the infection, had the difeafe in 
the mildeft form. This would not, in 
fimilar circumftances, always happen, as 
we fometimes find people who live with 
much circumfpection, liable to very fe- 
vere attacks of Gonorrhcea; but, for the 

moft 
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moft part, the degree of violence of this 
difeafe has a confiderable dependence on 
the manner of living of the patient. 

The matter difcharged in Gonorrhea 
being very fimilar to what is daily ob- 
ferved to flow from fores in other parts, 
and the quantity being often very confi- 
derable, 1t was the prevailing opinion, 
till of late, that it proceeded from fores 
or ulcers in the urethra. We now know, 
however, that ulcers very feldom take 
place here; and, when they do, that they - 
may be traced to fome accidental caufe, 
fuch as the rupture of a blood-veffel, in 
no degree neceflarily connected with the 
exiftence of the difeafe. On diffection, 
after death, it is found, almoft in every. 
inftance, that the membrane of the ure- 
thra is entire, and that the matter 1s pro- 
duced by inflammation alone. 

It had long been known, that inftances 
were occafionally met with on diffection, 
where no degree of ulceration in the ure- 
thra was difcovered. This, however, was 
confidered as a fingular occurrence, and 
| . that 
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that it never happened but where the 
fymptoms were uncommonly mild; for 
at that time it was fuppofed, that ulce- 
ration, or a deftruction of parts, was 
requifite for the production of matter. 
But we now know, that this is by no 
means the cafe, and that an inflamed fur- 
face, even where no abrafion is perceived, 
will produce all the varieties of matter 
which fores ever aftord, and that different 
kinds of animal fluids may be converted 
into thefe, merely by being kept in certain 
degrees of heat. 

By this the difficulty is removed, which 
otherwife we muft have experienced in 
accounting for the large quantities of 
matter daily difcharged from the urethra 
in Gonorrhoea; which, in fome cafes is 
fo confiderable, that nothing lefs than an 
affection of the whole extent of that canal 
could afford it. Now thofe who imagine 
that the matter proceeds from ulcers, have 
never gone fo far as to fay that this ever 
takes place: nor could it probably occur, 
but with fuch confequences as very fel- 

dom 
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dom enfue from Gonorrhea. What I 
allude to forms an unanfwerable objec- 
tion to the idea of ulcers being frequent 
in this difeafe, even: although no oppor- 
“tunities had occurred of proving it by 
diffection. Where the membrane of the 
urethra is 1n any point ruptured, either 
by the burfting of an abfcefs into it, or 
by any other caufe, the moft diftrefsful 
confequences almoft univerfally enfue; 
for the urine pafiing into the contiguous 
parts, forms {wellings, which ufually ter- 
minate in fiftulous openings, that prove 
always tedious, and of uncertain event. 
Every practitioner knows, that even the 
flighteft opening into the urethra is apt 
to terminate in this manner; fo that, if 
the matter of Gonorrhea proceeded from 
ulceration, the confequences of almoft 
every cafe of Gonorrheea, would necefla- 
rily prove much more formidable than 
we ever, in any inftance, find them to be. 
In cafes of long continued Gonorrheoea, 
the membrane of the urethra is apt to be 
fo relaxed, that fungous excrefcences form 
in 
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in different parts of it. Thefe not only 
impede the paflage of the urine, but, be- 
coming foft and tender, they at laft ulce- . 
rate, and throw out very confiderable 
quantities of matter. This, however, is 
never to be confidered as the caufe of 
Gonorrhcea, but merely as the effect of 
it. It often proceeds from mifmanage- 
ment, either on the part of the patient 
or practitioner; and fometimes from 
fome conftitutional affection to which the 
patient at the time may be hable. 

Inftead of ulceration, we find, that 
in- a great proportion of cafes, there is 
merely a flight degree of inflammation, 
extending from the extremity of the glans 
to an inch or perhaps an inch and a half up 
the urethra. In more obftinate cafes of clap, 
Cowper’s glands, with their ducts, which 
terminate in the urethra, are found af- 
fected. In a third ftage of the difeafe, 
the proftate gland, and contiguous parts 
of the urethra, are inflamed; and in the 
fourth,and what may be reckoned the moft 
diftrefsful ftage of clap, the internal coat of 

the 
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the bladder is found inflamed. For the moft 
part, the inflammation is confined to the 
neck of the bladder; but I have met with 
inftances of its being perceptible over the 
whole of it, and of its even extending 
along the ureters to the kidneys. 

This inflammation, however, is chiefly 
obvious at firft. Ona long continuance 
of the difeafe, the parts affected, inftead 
of being either inflamed, or in a ftate of 
ulceration, are of a more pale colour than 
natural; the membrane of the urethra is 
found foft and relaxed; and _ coloured 
mucus or matter may be prefled out from 
an infinite number of {mall pomts over 
every part of it that has been difeafed. 

This is precifely what happens with 
every membrane that has remained long 
under a flight degree of inflammation, 
particularly with the membrane of the nofe 
and trachea. ‘Thefe parts often afford 
very confiderable quantities of matter, or 
of mucus very much refembling matter, 
for a great length of time; and yet, upon 
diffection, they are feldom or never found 

in 
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ina ftate of ulceration, the membrane 
being for the moft part only flightly in- 
flamed. We may here indeed remark, 
that the tefemiblance between the two 
difeafes, Gonorrhea and Catarrh, is, in 
certain ftages of each of them, very re- 
markable. They feem both to ort- 
ginate from inflammation éxcited upon 
a membrane. The matter of the one is 
in many inftances very fimilar to that of 
the other. They feem both to be local 
affections only ; and the parts on which 
' they are feated are, after death, found to 
be affected in a fimilar manner. 

~But although, in the latter flages of 
Gonorrheea, in which chiefly opportunities 
occur of .examining the ftate of the 
parts after death, the inflammation 1s 
found to be for the moft part inconfider- 
able, yet, in the commencement of the 
difeafe, the parts are often highly in- 
flamed, particularly when thofe about the 
neck of the bladder are affected. This 1s 
obvious from the fymptoms ; particularly 
from the violent pain which always takes 

yon. I, ig place, 
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place, and from the antiphlogiftic re- 
medies employed for the cure of the dif- 
eafe. 


$ECTION IL 


Of the Proguofis in Gonorrhea Virulenta. 


| BS every difeafe, it is of importance for 
a practitioner to be able to fay at what 
time and in what manner it will termi- 
nate. In none is information of this kind 
more anxioully wifhed for than in Go- 
norrhcea. The hopes and fears of pa- 
tients lead them equally to with for it; 
but, from various caufes, and more par- 
ticularly from want of attention to the 
exact fite of the difeafe, the duration of 
Gonorrhea has always been a matter of 

much uncertainty. 
I have 
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I have obferved above, that, on diffec- 
tion, four different fet of parts are found 
at different times to be the feat of Go- 
norrhoea. When the running proceeds 
from the extremity, or from within about 
an inch and a half of the extremity of the 
"penis, as happens in perhaps nine cafes out 
of ten, there will, for the moft part, be 
much caufe to hope that a cure will foon 
be obtained. In fuch inftances, when the 
patient is otherwife in good health, and 
when he does not interrupt the operation 
of the neceflary remedies by improper 
conduct, the difeafe will not commonly 
endure a fortnight. Nay, a cure in fuch 
circumftances is often obtained in two or 
three days: but, whenever the lower 
parts of the urethra are affected, particu- 
larly when the proftate gland and other 
parts about the neck of the bladder are 
difeafed, the running, in almoft every 
inftance, proves obf{tinate. Even our moft 
powerful remedies in other cafes of clap 
are here doubtful in their effets. Hence 

Fa no 
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no certain opinion can be formed of the 
event of the difeafe. 

When thefe deep-feated parts are af- 
fected, the difeafe proves always tedious, 
‘whatever the habit of body may be; but 
it neceflarily proves much more fo when 
the conftitution labours under any general 
affection, particularly when fcrophula 
prevails, than when the patient is found 
and healthy. Indeed a fcrophulous taint 
exifting even with the moft fimple cafe of 
clap, is apt to render it obftinate ; Iam fo 
much convinced of this berng the cafe, 
that in every inftance of clap occurring in 
{crophulous patients I always give a 
guarded prognofis of the event.’ Cures 
are fometimes indeed obtained eafily, even 
in patients of this defcription; but, for 
the moft part, the difcharge goes on for 
‘a great length of time, and refifts the 
effect of every Shs we employ to re- 
move it. 

This uncertainty which takes place in 
the treatment of Gonorrhea; and the 
great length of ttme to which the dif- 

charge, 
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charge, in fome inftances goes on, to- 
gether with the many untoward and un- 
expected’ occurrences which often happen 
during the cure, tend altogether to ren- 
der this branch of practice the moft dif 
trefsful of any in the province of medi~ 
cine. -In a great proportion of cafes a 
ure with proper treatment is eafily and 
{peedily obtained ; but every candid prac- 
titioner will admit that cafes often occur 
in which-the difcharge continues obfti- 
nate for’ a great length of time, even 
under the ufe of the moft powerful re- 
medies with which we are acquainted. 
But, by diftinguifhing between one ftage 
of the difeafe and another, and thus giv- 
ing an opinion to patients of the probable 
event of it, practitioners would avoid a 
good deal of embaraflment which they 
often experience, from giving fo indif- 
criminately as they commonly do, a fa- 
vourable prognofis at the commencement 
of every cafe of clap. 

In. forming a prognofis, it ought al- 
ways to be kept in view, that however 
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mild the fymptoms may be at firft, they 
may very quickly and unexpectedly be- 
come fevere, by the difeafe proceeding 
from one part of the urethra to another, 
or even by the inflammation in the part 
which was at firft affe@ted becoming more 
fevere. This arifes from various caufes, 
and often from circumftances which it is 
not in the power of practitioners to pre- 
vent. It fometimes occurs, indeed, from 
the ufe of improper remedies; particu- 
larly from acrid injeCtions being ufed 
with too much freedom ; but it happens 
much more frequently from other caufes, 
particularly from the tendency which in- 
flammation in one part of a membrane has 
to fpread itfelf over the whole of it, and to 
the mifconduct of patients, who, inftead 
of living as they ought to do, very com- 
monly proceed, during the cure, in the 
fame courfe of riot and debauchery by 
which they were at firft expofed to infec- 
tion. Some patients, even under fuch 
circumftances, will no doubt get well; 
but there is not amore undoubted factthan 
this, 
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this, that the cure of the difeafe is for 
the moft part both difficult and uncertain 
where the patient lives in a riotous and 
cmtemperate manner. 


SHG ELON ail 


CaTid Obfervations on the Cure of Gonor- 
rhea Virulenta. 


Onorrheea, as I have obferved above, 
has, till of late, been very generally 
confidered as depending upon an affection 
of the conftitution; or at leaft the dif- 
charge has been fuppofed to be of fuch a 
nature as at all times to affect the confti- 
tution, and therefore that a cure could 
not be obtained but by the ufe of remedies 

which operate upon the fyftem at large. 
For a confiderable time mercury was 
chiefly relied upon. It was employed on 
the fuppofition of Gonorrhcea being a 
Eos. fymptom 
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fymptom of Lues Venerea; but expe- 
rience having fhewn that no advantage 
was derived from mercury by itfelf, other 
remedies were employed along with it. 
Thefe confifted chiefly of demulcents, eva- 
cuants, and aftringents. 

By a plentiful ufe of mucilagenous 
drinks, and other demulcents, it was 
meant to fheath the bladder and urethra 
more effectually from the acrimony of the 
urine, and at the fame time to render the 
urine itfelf lefs acrid. Purgatives were 
employed for the purpofe of carrying off 
the morbid matter of the difeafe, and 
nitre and other remedies were given with 
a fimilar intention; and laitly, as the’ 
running was feldom leffened by the ufe of 
any of thefe, but, on the contrary, being 
frequently increafed, bark, aftringent bal- 
fams, and other corroberants, were pre+ 
fcribed for putting a ftap to it. In fome 
cafes mercury was continued during the 
whole courfe ; in others it was left off at 
the time of entering upon the ufe of aftrin- 
gents, a | 
The 
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The practice of phyfic when this pre- 
vailed being in moft points highly im- 
proved, we are aftonifhed to find fuch de- 
ficiency as this evinces, in the treatment 
of a difeafe which neceflarily fell under 
daily obfervation. If patients had been 
left to themfelves, without any inter- 
ference on the part of practitioners, the 
difeafe would often, in the courfe of 
time, have difappeared without any in- 
jury being done to the conftitution ; for 

we know that a fimple clap will, in moft 
inftances, dry up whether any remedies 
be employed or not ; but, by the liberal 
ufe of {trong purgatives, and efpecially 
when this was conjoined with a low diet 
and a courfe of mercury, the conftitution 
was fo much debilitated that this alone 
rendered almoft every cafe that occurred 
exceedingly obftinate: hence Gonorrhea, 
was confidered as the moft diftrefsful as 
well as one of the moft dangerous dif 
eafes to which the human fpecies was 
liable. Lues Venerea was,.for the moft 
part, eafily cured by mercury ; but no ad- 
| vantage 
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vantage was derived from this remedy in — 
Gonorrhea: the difeafe ufually proved 
exceedingly obftinate, and was very apt 
to terminate either in gleet or in obftruc- 
tions of the urethra. 

It foon appeared to practitioners of ob- 
fervation, that the medicines employed 
in Gonorrheea, inftead of proving ufeful, 
rather did harm; but the period was not 
yet arrived in which a more effectual re- 
medy was to be propofed. Some, how- 
ever, went fo far as to fay that medicines 
of every kind might be avoided, as they 
had found, from experience,that the difeafe 
went off both more eafily and more quick-~ 
ly when left to itfelf than it ever did with 
the remedies at that time in general ufe, 
A low diet, mercury, and evacuants of 
different kinds, did much harm, as we 
have already obferved, by inducing fuch 
a degree of debility and relaxation as ma- 
terially affeted the conftitution ; and the 
draftic purgatives, of which large dozes 
were given daily, proved highly prejudi- 
cial, by the irritation which they excited. 
In 
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In certain ftages of clap a {trong purgative 
never fails to increafe the pain ; to excite 
a more frequent defire to make water; 
and to increafe the difcharge: nay, Ihave 
known various inftances of a return of all 
the fymptoms of Gonorrhcea being in- 
duced by the operation of a brifk purga- 
tive, long after the patient confidered his 
cure as complete. 

We need not therefore be furprifed at 
the propofal of laying all fuch remedies 
as thefe afide; and it muft be admitted 
that a cure will often take place, that is, 
the running would difappear, together 
with all the fymptoms which attend it, 
without the aid of medicine. This would - 
frequently happen where the difeafe was 
mild; where the patient was poflefied of 
a healthy conftitution; and where the 
running was not kept up by any impro- 
priety on the part of the patient. The 
running would difappear here, as hap- 
pens in corryza and other inftances of 
matter proceeding from inflamed fur- 
faces, whether any remedies fhould be 

employed 


“6 General Obfervations on the Ch. I, 


employed or not: but this would feldom 
or never happen where the fymptoms 
were fevere, nor where the patient. did 
not live in every refpect as he ought to 
do. In all fuch cafes the cure would 
prove tedious and uncertain, and the con- 
ftitution would frequently be ruined, in 
the attempt. 

When the mode of cure we have men- 
tioned was propofed, an opinion prevailed 
that the difcharge was kept up by fome 
general affeCtion of the conftitution, and 
that nothing therefore could be fo fafe or 
fo proper as to allow it to run as long as 
any part of the morbific matter by which 
it was produced continued. It was at 
that time admitted by all, that Gonorrhcea 
was of the fame nature with Lues Vene- 


rea. Chancres, as well as all other vene- 


ral fores, were kept open till cures were 
obtained by the internal ufe of mercury. 
An-erroneous idea prevailed of fome ad- 
vantage being derived from the difcharge 
which they produced; and hence, even by 


—thofe who faw clearly that no benefit was 


ob- 
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obtained from mercury in Gonorrhcea, it 
was {till confidered as the beft practice to 
allow the difeafe, as they faid, to dif- 
charge itfelf in this manner. | 
Even granting that the matter of Gonor- 
rhoea were the fame with that of Lues Vene- _ 
rea, there is no caufe to imagine that any 
advantage would enfue from this praétice : 
but we now have no reafon to doubt of 
the two difeafes being perfectly different. 
A practice, therefore, which at one period 
might have been judged proper in one 
_ difeafe, would now be inapplicable in the 
other ; and hence it has, very generally, 
been laid afide, although not yet given up 
by fome individuals. 

From the obfervations we had occafion 
to make in the laft chapter, as well as 
from other circumftances, few will now 
doubt that the matter in Gonorrhea pro- 
ceeding in moft inftances from an in- 

flamed ftate of the membrane of the ure- 
thra and contiguous parts, gives a local 
affection only, without being productive 
of any g Seen difeafe of the conftitution. 
‘ From 
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From this view of the fubjed, it is ob- 
vious that no great advantage is to be ex- 
pected from remedies applied to the fyf- 
tem at large, and that a cure is to be 
looked for from the ufe of local remedies 
only. In the treatment of a fimple fore, 
of a cut, a burn, or excoriations from any 
caufe whatever, we would not furely ex- 
pect to fucceed by mercury, purgatives, 
or any remedies directed to the conftitu- 
tion. In all fuch affections we truft to lo- 
cal remedies, unlefs the prefence of fe- 
ver, or fome other general affection, ren- 
der other remedies neceflary. For the 
fame reafon we ought, in Gonorrheea, to 
depend entirely upon fuch remedies as act 
chiefly upon the parts affected ; no others 
being neceflary if it be not occafional 
blood-letting, and other evacuations, and 
thefe only where fever, plethora, or much 
inflammation take place. 

In local affections of other parts our re-, 
medies are eafily and dire¢tly applied: in 
the urethra fome nicety and attention is 
neceflary, not only in the mode of apply- 


ING 
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ing them to the difeafed parts, but in 
judging of the period of the difeafe, or 
rather of the ftate of the parts to which 
they are to be applied: in other fituations 
thefe circumftances fall dire@tly under 
view, and we judge from appearances of 
the propriety of applying one remedy or 
another. In the urethra we are directed 
entirely by the fymptoms, and we judge 
from thefe of the remedies to be employ- 
ed, as well as of the parts to which they 
are to be applied being in a fit ftate for 
receiving them or not. 
If the parts affected in Gonorrhcea were 
_ always the fame no difficulty would occur 
in the application of our remedies; but, 
although the matter in the commence- 
ment of the difeafe proceeds in perhaps 
every inftance from inflammation, yet, in 
fome, parts are affected with inflamma- 
tion, to which it would be improper and 
even hazardous to apply the fame reme- 
dies which in a great proportion of cafes 
are ufed with much fafety and. advan- 
tage. 
We 
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We fhall afterwards have occafion to 
fhew that, in certain circumftances of Go- 
norrhcea, bougies may be ufed with much 
benefit; but, for the moft part, we de- 
pend entirely upon injections, and chiefly 
upon fuch as are of a drying, aftringent 
nature. Now itis obvious, that although 
we may with fafety apply an aftringent 
folution to an inflamed furface, as hap= 
pens daily where the membrane of the 
urethra only is affected, yet that much rifk 
may enfue from the fame folution being 
applied to the ducts of inflamed glands: 
in the one cafe the difcharge produced by 
the inflammation will be lefflened and 
foon removed, and the inflammation it- 
felf will fubfide, while, in the other, by 
a fudden ftop being put to the difcharge 
of a gland already in a ftate of increafed 
irritability, more inflammation will be 
excited, the parts affected will become 
{welled and painful, and at laft the difz 
charge will burft forth with redoubled 


violence. 


"That 
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That this frequently happens in the 
courfe of bufinefs every practitioner of 
candour will admit: nay, there are few 
patients who have been lable to different 
attacks of this difcharge, who have not 
met with itin fome degree. For a day or 
two the running will often difappear, and 
they confider the cure as complete, when 
after fome degree of tenfion and uneafinefs 
along the greateft part of the penis, parti- 
cularly in the perineum, the difcharge re- 
curs as before, with every appearance of a 
recent infection. 

As there are many who condemn the 
ufe of injections in Gonorrheea, it is al- 
ledged that this is one of the inconvenien- 
ces which they produce; but we fhall pre- 
fently have occafion to fhew that this is 
by no means the cafe, and that it proceeds 
entirely from a mifapplication of the reme- 
dy ; from ufing it in a ftate of the difeafe for 
which itis improper ; and not from the re- 
medy itfelf being of a hazardous nature. 

This leads us to’ revert to the neceflity 
there is for diftinguifhing between one 
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{tate of Gonorrhea and another. In the 
defcription of the fymptoms, I remarked 
that they are evidently diftinguifhable in- 
to four fets, indicating four {lates or flages 
of the difeafe; and as it is a point of the 
firft importance in praétice to have thefe 
different ftates clearly marked, we fhall 
now proceed to treat of them in {eparate 
feCtions, | 


SECTION IV, 


s Of the Finft Stage of Gonorrhea. 


ie the firft {tage of Gonorrhoea the run: 
ning is never accompanied with vio- 
lent fymptoms. The extremity of the 
urethra becomes red, full, and fomewhat 
prominent. The glans becomes tender and 
irritable, and ardor urine takes place in a 
greater or lefler degree, according to the 
extent of the inflammation. For the moft 
part the heat of urine 1s inconfiderable; but 
i 
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in fome inftances, even in this ftage of the 
difeafe, it is fo fevere as to excite a good 
deal of diftrefs. Chordee fometimes occurs, 
but feldom in any confiderable degree. 

In the hillory of the difeafe we have 
feen, that in this ftage of it the membrane 
of the urethra alone is affeMed, that is, the 
inflammation by which the difcharge is 
produced has not extended to any other 
part. 

We judge that this is the cafe when 
thefe fymptoms only occur which have 
quilt been enumerated ; when no glandular 
{wellings are difcovered along the courfe 
of the urethra, and particularly when the 
running proceeds entirely from within an 
anch, or an inch and a half of the extre- 
_ mity of that canal. 

This circumitance of the difcharge in 
Gonorrhcea proceeding from the extremi- 
ty of the urethra, is at all times a proof of 
the inflammation not having advanced 
farther than to cenftitute what I have de- 
nominated the firft ftage of the difeafe. 
No glandular fwellings are ever diicovered 
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while the running proceeds from thefe 
parts; and on diffetion after death, the 
membrane of the urethra alone is found 
inflamed: but in fome inflances the dif- 
charge proceeds even from the fuperior 
parts of the urethra, while none of the 
contiguous glands are affected. This I 
confider as conftituting the firft ftage of 
the difeafe, equally as when the extremity 
of the urethra is alone affected. The fymp- 
toms are not more violent in the one than 
in the other, and the method of cure is 
the fame in both. It muft, however, be 
admitted, that we do not frequently meet 
with this ; for where the upper part of the 
murethra is affefted, the inflammation is 
very apt to fpread to the contiguous glands, 
and thus terminates in the fecond, third, 
or, perhaps, fourth ftage of the difeafe.”» 
We afcertain the place in the urethra, 
from whence matter is difcharged, not 
merely from the height to which the pain 
or uneafinefs with which it may be ac- 
companied extends, for this proves often 
an equivocal mark of diftindion, but 
= from 
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from comprefling the paflage at any given 
fpot, and pretiing out all the matter be- 
tween it and the end of the urethra. 
If, on removing the preffure, more can be 
brought down, we are fure that it muft 
come from a greater height, and by pro- 
ceeding in a gradual mariner upwards we 
may thus, with very little attention, dif- 
cover almoft the exact {pot from whence 
the difcharge proceeds., It will afterwards 
appear that our being able to do fo is of 
importance in conducting the cure. 

From what has been faid it will appear, 
that in this ftage of the difeafe the run- 
ning proceeds entirely from: flammation 
of the membrane of the urethra, without 
any affection of the glands which open in- 
to it; and in the removal of this the cure 
entirely confifts, 

Where the inflammation is confiderable, 
as we judge to be the cafe when the ardor 
urine is fevere, and efpecially when it oc- 
curs in a very full habit of body, it may 
be proper to prefcribe blood-letting, a dofe 
or two of any gentle laxative, and a low, 

#3 cool- 
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cooling dict. At the fame time violent 
exercife of every kind fhould be avoided, 
particularly riding on horfeback. 

Inflammation, however, in this ftate, is 
feldom fo confiderable as to render blood~ 
iettine mneceflary: im ordinary cafes we 
tow truft to the ufe of injedtions alone, 
andin all periods of the difcharge I ufe 
them with equal freedom. Even where 
blood-letting, and a ftri€t attention to an 
antiphilogiftic regimen is neceffary, I have, 
never any difficulty in beginning 1mme- 
diately to the ufe of injections: 

Thofe who are not in the daily practice 
ef ufing injections, are afraid of prefcrib- 
ing them fo generally as they ought to do: 
fome, indeed, never employ them in any 
cafe, from the prejudice being ftrong 
which ftill prevails againft them among 
almoft all the older praétitioners, while 
ethers admit that they may be ufed with 
fafety and advantage, in the latter period 
of the difeafe, but neverin the beginning, 
er while the inflammation continues in 
any degree fevere, 

This, 
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This, however, is a timidity that will 
foon vanith with all who venture upon a 
more general ufe of them: They will 
find that injeCtions, of a fufficient degree 
of aftringency for removing the difcharge, 
may in this ftate of Gonorrfhcea be em- 
ployed with petfect fafety; even in the 
commencement of the difeafe, and whe- 
ther the inflammation which takes place 
be mild or fevere. 

An idea is ftill entertained by many, 
that the running fhould not be ftopped 
till fome of the virulency by which it was 
produced is carried off; and hence they 
object, as we have juft obferved, to the 
early ufe of injections. But, as we have 
feen that Gonorrhcea is a local affeGtion, 
and as we know that in other parts of the 
body local inflammation may at all times 
be removed with fafety, nay; that it 1s the 
beft practice to attempt it, we might from 
this alone infer, that it would be equally 
proper here. But independent of this, I 
can with confidence affert, and all who em- 
ploy injections generally will do fo, that 

G 4 they 
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they may in this ftage of Gonorrhcea be 
afed at all times, and with more certainty 
of proving fuccefsful the more early they 
are applied. Of this Iam fo clearly con- 
vinced, that I would advife all who have 
it in their power, to employ injections in- 
{tantly on the difcharge taking place. 
They commonly, indeed, prove fuccefsful 
at whatever period they are ufed; but I 
have uniformly found that they act more 
quickly in the commencement of the dif- 
eafe than in the later ftages of it. 

While practitioners differ in opinion re- 
fpecting the moft proper period of Gonor- 
rhoea forufing injections, they likewifediffer _ 
in their ideas of the kinds of thefe remedies 
beft calculated for the periods in which 
they are employed. In the commence- 
ment of Gonorrheea, and at all times when 
much pain takes place, itis the opinion of 
many that emollient injections only ought 
to be ufed, fuch as warm oil, emulfions of 
almonds, infufions of althea, and lintfeed: 
_-but.in this there appears to be fome muif- 
take; and! can decidedly fay fo from hav- 


ing 
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ing often experienced the inefficacy of the 
practice. 

On firft entering upon Anais: I found 
it the opinion of many who ufed injeQions 
with freedom, that thofe of the emollient 
kind ought alone to be advifed while 
much heat of urine, or any confiderable 
degree of inflammation continued. Thefe, 
it was imagined, would {heath and pro- 
tect the parts from the acrimony of the 
urine, and on the inflammation fubfiding, 
they conceived that injeCtions of an aftrin- 
gent nature might be ufed with more 
fafety. The opinion was plaufible, and 
fupported by fome of our beft practition- 
ers; I was therefore induced, along with 
others, to go into it, but it foon appeared 
that no advantage was to be derived from 
it: on the contrary, it was evidently the 
caufe of much diftrefs, by rendering the 
‘cure of Gonorrhcea much more tedious 
than it otherwife might have been; for 
injections of the emollient kind never tend 
to fhorten the continuance of the difcharge, 


and often render it more fixed and perma- 
nent, 
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nent, by relaxing the parts from whence 
it proceeds. 

Neither are injections of this defcription 
neceflary as a preparative to thofe of the 
aftringenit kind: in this conviction I have 
for many years paft laid them altogether 
afide, and during this period have ufed 
none but fuch as are evidently aftringent ; 
and although [employ them with all man- 
ner of freedom, I have never perceived 
any bad effects arife from them. 

‘In this {tate of Gonorrhea injections of 
the aitringent kind may be ufed with 
fafety and advantage, from the very com- 
mencement of the difcharge, as well as at 
any period of the difeafe, whatever the de- 
gree of inflammation may be. Inftead of in- 
creafirig the inflammation, they tend, when 
of a proper i{trength, to leffen it; they re- 
lieve more immediately than any other re= — 
medy, the ardor urine; and they com 
monly leffen or remove the difcharge in a 
very fhort {pace of time. 

In all cafes, therefore, of this kind, 
where we fuppofe the difeafe to proceed 
entires 
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entirely from the membrane of the ure- 
thra, I pay no regard to the continuance 
of the running; the patient is immedi- 
ately put upon the ufe of injections, and 
no harm ever enfues from it. 

There is only one fymptom which, in this 
ftage of clap, precludes the immediate ufe 
of injections, viz. pain and {welling of one 
or of both teftis: a perfeverance in the ufe 
of inje€tions during the continuance of 
this fymptom very commonly does harm, 
and ought not therefore to be advifed; 
not that they tend to increafe the inflam- 
mation, even of the teftis, but by remov- 
ing the difcharge from the urethra, they 
deprive us, as we fhall afterwards fee, of 
one of the moft effeCtual remedies for a 
fwelled tefticle, proceeding from Gonor- 
rhoea. 

A variety of aftringent injeCtions are. 
employed by practitioners, but fome prov- 
ing more effectual than others, an invefti- 
gation of this part of our fubject is there- 
by rendered neceflary. 

Almofte 
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Almoft any aftringent injection will 
ieflen the difcharge. Port wine, and cla- 
ret, duly diluted, fometimes anfwer. , I 
have often fucceeded with a tea-{poonful 
of brandy added to half an ounce of rofe 
water: nay, rofe water itfelf, or even cold 
water directly from the fpring, will often 
give a itop to the difcharge; but, for the 
mott part, the effects of thefe are only tem- 
porary. In flight affections, indeed, they 
fometimes complete the cure, but 1n gene- 
ral we are under the neceffity of employ- 
ing aftringents of a more powerful kind. 

Among the firft inje@tions ufed in Go- 
norrhcea, mercury,in one form or another, 
was -a conftant ingredient. It was not, 
however, employed as an aftringent ; for 
at that period the ufe of aftringents of any 
~ kind would have been confidered as ha- 
zardous.. Being appled-in this manner 
directly to the feat of the difeafe, it was 
fuppoted that it might adt as a fpecific in 
the cure of it. But although I have given 
full and complete trials to injetions of the 
- mercurial kind, and in every variety of 
‘fom, 
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form, I have not, in any inftance, found 
them to prove more effectual than other 
aftringents. In order to afcertain the 
point to which I allude, with as much cer- 
tainty as poflible, I have repeatedly made 
it the fubject of experiment. Of different 
patients in Gonorrheea, all nearly diftredf- 
fed with fimilar fymptoms, fome have 
been made to employ a mixture of calo- 
mel with mucilage and water; others 
have ufed quickfilver diffolved in muci- 
lage, while fome have at the fame time 
been ufing injections in which mercury 
did not enter as an ingredient. 

JT admit that in moft of thefe inftances 
mercury proved ferviceable, but by no 
means in fuch a degree as many of the ar-= 
ticles with which it was put, upon this 
comparative trial. There is no caufe, 
therefore, to imagine that it acts as a {pe- 
cific in the cure of clap. 

To prevent interruption in this part of 
the work, formule will be given in the 
Appendix to this volume, of all the prepay 
rations | wilh to recommend. Of mercu- 

| rial 


O4 Of the Firft Stace Ch. IL. 


rial aftringent injections, the prefcriptions 
No. 1, 2, and 3, are perhaps the fafeft and 
beft that can be ufed. | 
Calomel ufed in injetions feems to act 
in a fimilar manner with lapis calaminaris, 
armenian bole, and other aftringent 
earths ; not by any fpecific virtues with 
which they are endowed, but by reftoring 
tone to parts weakened by the difeafe. It 
is in this manner, I conclude, that all of 
thefearticles act in the cure of Gonorrhea; 
and in cafes that are not particularly ob- 
ftinate, they very commonly prove effec- 
tual. Lapis calaminaris, or tutia finely 
levigated, fufpended in thin mucilage, 
makes a very fafe and ufeful injection, 
No. 4th and sth are formule of thefe ; and 
No. 6 is a prefcription of a gentleman re- 
tired from bufinefs, who, at one period, was 
in very extenfive practice in London, and 
who in the courfe of much experience in 
this particular branch, gave the preference 
to articles of this kind over all others that 
he ever employed, 
| : Theft 
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Thefe earths poflefs one important ad- 
vantage for this purpofe: they never do 
harm, in whatever quantity they are ufed. 
If levigated with fufficient care and atten- 
tion, they may be ufed in any quantity that 
the liquid in which they are conveyed can 
be made to fufpend. 

- Allum diffolved in water makes a fafe 
and ufeful injection, It proves equally 
fafe, and ftill more powerful, when con- 
joined with a decoction of oak bark, or an 
infufion of galls, for which prefcriptions 
are given No. 7th 8th, and gth, 

Kino, an aftringent lately much ufed 
in Diarrhoea, proves alfo an ufeful ingre- 
dient in injections for Gonorrhea. [have 
in various cafes found it prove fuccefsful 
where other articles had failed, and I have 

‘not obferved that it ever does harm. As 
it is not very foluble in water it becomes 
neceflary to fufpend it when in fine pow- 
der, by means of mucilage, as is prefcribed 
Wo. roth and 11th. 

Opium proves often an ufeful ingre- 
dient in injections of this kind; and as it 

18 
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is equally ferviceable whether much pain 
takes place or not, I conclude that it does 
not act fo much as a fedative as it does as 
anaftringent. No. 12th and 13th are for- 
mulz of injections with opium. 

Some of the aftringent balfams, properly 
combined with water, make a good va~ 
riety of injection for Gonorrheea, particu- 
larly the balfamum canadenfe, and balfa- 
mum copaiba, asin No. 13th, and 14th. 

Lead, in various forms, proves highly 
ferviceable in thefe injections. Ceruifle 
fufpended in mucilage and water is often 
employed with advantage; but acetum 
lythargyri, and faccharum faturni diflolv- 
ed in water are moift to be depended on. 
Formule of thefe are given in No. 15th, 
16th, and 17th. | 

Of all the aftringent injections, however, 

which I have ufed, none prove fo power- 
- fulas white vitriol diflolved in water. In 
the quantity of a grain and half to an 
ounce of water, it feldom creates much ir- 
ritation, and it does not often fail in this 
yariety of the difeafe, in which alone in, 

| jections 
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jeCtions of any kind ever prove materially 
ufeful.° No. 18th is the form of injec- 
tion, which, in the common occurrences 
of daily practice, I am in the habit of 
ufing ; and No. 19th is a combination of 
vitriol and acetum lithargyri, which, ina 
few cafes, I have found to anfwer better 
than either of thefe articles feparately. 

Many other aftringents might be enu- 
merated, from which very ufeful injec- 
tions might be prepared, but the formule 
whichI have given contain the moft power- 
ful of any with which we are yet acquaint- 
ed. None of them will at all times prove 
fuccefsful ; for even in this the moft fimple 
variety of the difeafe, the moft active re- 
medies will in fome inftances fail: but I 
can from much experience in this branch 
of practice affert, that it will feldom hap- 
pen where the injection is properly mana- 
ged and duly perfifted in. | 

The vitriolic injection, No. 19, I -have 
mentioned as the moft ufeful formula of 
any ; butit will fometimes happen that a 
café will readily yield to others which has 

agi, 1. HY long 
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long refifted this. When we do not, there- 
fore, foon fucceed with one inje&tion, we 
ought, without lofs of time, to have re- 
courfe to others, by which our purpofe 
will be more eafily accomplifhed than by 
continuing to employ the fame for any 
length of time together. 

In all thefe injections the different in- 
eredients are in fuch proportions as beft 
fuit the general courfe of bufinefs. This 
was a point of much importance to afcer- 
tain, and fo far as my obfervation goes, I 
have done fo; but cafes will, no doubt, 
occur, from time to time, 1n which fome 
variety of ftrength 1s necefflary. All in- 
jeCtions of this kind fhould be of fuch a 
ftrength as to excite fome degree of irri- 
tation in the urethra, but by no means fo 
{trong as to create much pain: hence, 
where the-preparations I have mentioned 
do not anfwer the purpofe, they fhould be 
made ftronger; andwhen of fuch aiftrength 
as to excite fevere pain, they fhould be 
more diluted. | 


This, 
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This, | may remark, is an object requir 
ing much attention, for while it 1s ob- 
vious that injections muft do harm when 
their ftrength is more than it ought to be, 
itis equally certain that little or no advan- 
tage will be derived from them when they 
are too weak. [have known a cure accom- 
plifhed in three days, merely by making an 
injection of a fufficient ftrength, where the 
difeafe had previoufly gone on for two or 
three months, from want of attention to 
this point. Iconfider this, indeed, as one 
of the moft important points in the treat- 
ment of Gonorrheea, nor does any thing 
diftinguifh the practitioner of experience 
with fuch certainty, as his being able to 
adapt the ftrength of the injections which 
he employs to the particular circumftances 
of every cafe which falls under his manage- 
ment. | 

In the application of injeCtions there are 
two circumftances which more particular- 
ly require attention, viz. the manner of 
throwing them up, and the frequency of 


ufing them. 
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They may be thrown up either with a 
{mall bag of refina elaftica, fitted with a 
pipe, or with a common fmail fyringe: 
whether the bag or fyringe be ufed, the 
pipe fhould be perfe@ly fmooth, of a co- 
micale-tarm, not above: half “an: wehbe im 
length, and the cone of fuch a thicknefs 
near to the root, as not to allow the pipe 
to pafs above a quarter of an inch into the 
urethra. 

The bag or fyringe being filled with the 
injection, and the patient feated with his 
breech over the: fide of a chair, fo as to 
prevent the perineum from being preffed 
upon, the pipe, when well oiled, fhould be 
inferted into the urethra, as far as it will 
go, with the right hand, while, with the 
left, he grafps the penis, and pulls it for- 
ward uponthe pipe. He muft now throw 
the injection up in fuch a manner that it 
may reach the fartheft part of the urethra 
that is affected, but not with fuch force as 
to excite pain. 

Wher the difcharge proceeds from near 
the extremity of the penis, very little force 

18 
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is required for this purpofe ; but when the 
upper part of the urethra 1s affected, if the 
injection be not thrown up with fome de- 
gree of firmnefs, it will not reach the feat 
of the difeafe, and hence no advantage 
will be derived from it. Previous, there- 
fore, to the ufe of injections, the part of the 
urethra, whence the difcharge proceeds, 
fhould be afcertained, and it can be eafily 
done in the manner we have mentioned 
above. 

_In ufing injections it is judged proper 
by fome to defire the patient to prevent 
them from pafling farther in the urethra 
than the feat of the difeafe; left, by forc- 
ing fome of the matter along with the h- 
quid, the infection fhould be carried to 
parts which otherwife might not have 
been injured. For this purpofe the pa- 
tient muft comprefs the urethra with the 
middle finger of his left-hand, at that 
point to which it is meant the injection 
fhould go; while the fyringe or elaftic 
bag 1s employed for throwing it up in the 
ether. But although there 1s no neceflity 

3 for 
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for throwing injections farther than the 
feat of the difeafe, there is no caufe for this 
anxiety in preventing them. It does not 
appear, that in this manner, the infection 
is ever communicated from one part of the 
urethra to another; at leaft I have never 
met with an in{ftance of it, and | have fel- 
dom pointed out this to my patients as a 
neceflary piece of attention, While it does 
not, therefore, anfwer any good purpofe, 
it certainly renders it more difficult for 
the patient to throw the injeCtion properly 
up, as he cannot both make preflure upon 
the upper part of the urethra, and, at the 
fame time manage the fyringe with that 
exactnefs which it requires. _ 

The point, however, of moft importance 
in the ufe of injections is, the frequency 
with which they fhould be thrown up; it 
is not enough that we difcover a compofi- 
tion that will accomplifh a cure, if we do 
not ufe it with that frequency which the 
nature of the difeafe requires. In common 
practice the patient 1s defired to inject the 
liquid two or three times a day: this, if 

the 
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the injection be of a proper ftrength, will 
in courfe of time effect a cure; but 1 am 
perfectly convinced, from much attention 
to the fubje@t, that cures would be much 
more {peedily obtained were injections to 
be more frequently thrown up. Inftead 
of two or three times a day, I caufe them 
be ufed feven, eight, or ten times daily ; 
by which the cure, inftead of being pro- 
tracted for feveral weeks, is often compleat- 
ed in as many days. 

This, [ muift obferve, is a point of fuch 
importance in the cure of Gonorrhoea, that 
nothing can compenfate the negled of it. 
The inefficacy of injections is frequently 
held forth as one material objection to 
them, but, for the moft part, their failure 
will be found to depend, in a great mea- 
fure, upon this circumitance. Patients 
ought, therefore, to be urged to ufe them, 
at leaft as frequently as I have mentioned. 
When indeed the difcharge leffens, or dif- 
appears entirely, there is no neceflity for 
ufing injections fo frequently; but while it 
continues undiminifhed, the more fre- 
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quently the remedy is applied to the parts 
from whence it proceeds, the more quick- 
ly will it be removed. | 

On laying injections afide, even after the 
running has difappeared entirely, and 
when there 1s therefore caufe to fuppofe. 
that a cure 1s obtained, the difcharge often 
returns with equal feverity as at firft, 
either from excefs in wine, or over exer- 
tion in bodily exercife. In fuch circum- 
{tances the injections muft again be em- 
ployed, and ufed with as much frequency 
as before, care being taken not to leave 
them off till fome time after the running 
has again difappeared. 

When the difcharge returns repeatedly 
it is apt to weaken and relax the parts fo 
much, that this alone comes at laft to con- 
ftitute a new difeafe, forming a variety of 
what in general 3 is termed gleet. This, how- 
ever, requires remedies of a different kind, 
and will fall to be confidered in a differ- 
ent chapter. 

It will be remarked that I have og 
fig ghtly taken notice of any other remedies 
in 
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in the treatment of Gonorrhea: I have 
purpofely done fo, from full conviction of 
the ineflicacy of ali remedies that are not 
immediately applied to the urethra, and 
from finding that a proper ufe of injec- 
tions never fails to prove fuccefsful, wicre 
a cure by any means can be obtained. 

Where much pain and inflammation 
takes place, I have obferved above that 
fome advantage may be obtained from 
blood-letting, and a {tri attention to an 
antiphlogiftic regimen. I think it right, 
however, to fay, that few cafes occur in 
which this becomes neceflary. A pa- 
tient under Gonorrh«a fhould live mode- 
rately, but by no means upon fuch low 
diet as in former times was prefcribed in 
fuch cafes. He:ought to live in fucha 
manner as may prevent the inflammatory 
fymptoms from becoming fevere, but not 
fo low as to run any rik of inducing re- 
laxation or debility. 

The circumftances which moft particu- 
larly require attention are, abftinence from 
all manner of connection with women, 

and 
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and from bodily exertion, fuch as much 
walking and riding on horfeback, which 
more ef{pecially affects the parts concerned 
in this .difeafe. 

In the treatment of Gonorrhoea, where 
no injections are ufed, where the difeafe 
is either left entirely to nature, or treated 
with demulcents and purgatives, a regular 
progrefs towards amendment 1s, for the 
moft part, obferved in the difcharge. The 
matter from being thin, and of a greenith 
hue, or perhaps of a red colour from 
being tinged with blood, becomes of a 
thicker confiftence, tough, ropy, and of 
a white or yellow colour: but where in- 
jections are employed this feldom happens. 
This natural procefs is thereby interrupted, 
and a cure often takes place without any 
change being perceived in the colour or 
confiftence of the difcharge. 

There are fome fymptoms which occa- 
fionally take place in every ftage of Go- 
norrhoea, and which, it might be expect- 
ed, ought to have been more particularly 
| noticed 
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noticed here, fuch as chordee, and evacua- 
tion of blood from the urethra. But thefe 
fymptoms being attended with circum- 
{tances .requiring a peculiarity of treat- 
ment, quite unapplicable in the ordinary 
{tate of Gonorrheea, and being all of them 
highly important in their nature, a fepa- 
rate fection will be allotted for the con- 
fideration of each of them. We fhall now, 
therefore, proceed to confider the fecond 
ftage of the difeafe. : 


SEG PLON) WV; 
Of the Second Stage of Gonorrhea. 


Ts this ftage of the difeafe all the fymp- 

toms are more violent than in the firft. 
The hear of urine is much more fevere ; 
_ the whole body: of the penis becomes ten- 
LS hers 
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der, and even painful; and chordee takes 
place toa very diftrefsful degree. The mat- 
ter difcharged from the urethra is either of 
an ugly green colour, or deeply tinged 
with blood, and commonly very foetid. 
It 1s found, on examination, to proceed 
from the more fuperior parts of the ure- 
thra, generally from about the middle of 
the perineum, where the patient complains 
of a {mart pain upon prefflure, and where 
one or more fmall tumors are often per- 
ceptible, produced by the inflammation 

having extended to Cowper’s glands. 
Although the fymptoms of the firft {tage 
of Gonorrhcea are commonly very diftinct- 
fy marked, yet they frequently proceed to, 
and terminate in one of the other {tages of 
the difeafe, particularly in this which we 
are now confidering. This happens from 
the inflammation extending along the 
urethra, either from the matter produc- 
jng the difeafe being more than ufually 
acrimonious; from the effect of impro- 
per management on the part of the patient; 
from the imprudent ufe of irritating or 
| very 


Sed. V, of Gonorrhea. ig 


very aftringent injections ; or from the pa~ 
tient being of .a habit of body rendering 
him particularly hable to be acted upon 
by caufes apt to excite inflammation. 

I conclude that it happens moft “fre- 
quently from the firft and laft of thefe 
caufes, or, perhaps, from a combination of 
them both; as in a great proportion of 
cafes of this fecond {tate of the difeafe we 
find it taking place almoft from the firft 
day on which the running appeared. It 
muit, no doubt, have fallen under the ob- 
fervation of every practitioner that this, as 
well as the third and fourth ftages of Go- 
norrheea, are often induced by the patient 
living in a ftate of riot and debauchery ; 
and, in fome cafes, by the immoderate ufe 
of irritating injections. But although 
thefe are circumftances which in every 
cafe of Gonorrheea ought to be rigidly 
guarded againft, from their tending to 
excite one of the moft diftrefsful com- 
plaints to which the human fpecies is li- 
-able; yet I am convinced, from what has 
een mentioned, that the wor(t ftates of 


the 
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the difeafe will frequently occur, notwith- 
ftanding of all that can be done either on 
the part of the patient or furgeon to pre- 
vent them. 

As. the practice in this {tate of Gonor- 
rhoea is materially different from what we 
have recommended in the firft flage of it, 
the utmoft attention becomes neceflary 
in diftinguifhing between them. In the 
firft, the matter 1s, for the moft part, dif- 
charged from within an inch and half of 
the extremity of the penis; and where the 
difeafe does extend farther up the urethra, 
although the ardor urine is fometimes 
-confiderable, yet the pain is never fo fe- 
vere as that which aries from the inflam- 
mation in the fecond ftage of the difeafe. 
In this laft, the whole body of the penis, 
as we ‘have obferved above, is tender and 
painful ; the chordee which takes place is 
highly diftrefsful, and one or more ine- 
qualities, accompanied with pain on pref- 
fure, are difcovered in the perineum: 
whereas, in the former, any chordee which 


occurs is for the moft part very moderate. 
ie 


Sct . of Gonnorbea. Zit 


The pain is inconfiderable at all times when 
the patient 1s not paifling water, and no 
hardnefs or inequalities are perceived in 
the perineum. 

It is proper to remark, that even in the 
fecond {tage of the difeafe, thefe glandular 
tumefactions in the perineum are not al- 
ways at firft obvious; but upon preflure 
with the fingers they are eafily difcovered, 
even on their firft commencement; and 
in the more advanced ftages of the difeafe 
they become perceptible, both to the touch 
and to the eye. Whenever chordee oc- 
curs in a fevere degree, the whole penis ac- 
quires a firmnefs and tenfion, particularly 
where it runs along the permeum. This, 
however, 1s very different from the glan- 
dular affeCtions to which I allude: the one 
is a diffufed fwelling, extending over the 
whole, ora confiderable part of the penis ; 
it does not continue fixed or permanent, 
and feems to depend upon a morbid irri- 
tability in the mufcles of the penis, by 
which they are eafily excited to violent 
and unequal contractions. The others 

are, 
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are, at firft, fmall, circumfcribed {wel- 
lings, painful to the touch, which do not 
rife and fall f{peedily, and which remain 
more or lefs permanent according as the 
fyimptoms with which they are connected 
are more or lefs violent. 

Thefe f{wellings proceed, as I have al- 
ready obferved, from an inflatned ftate of 
Cowper's glands, induced by the inflam- 
mation extending along their ducts, which 
terminate in the urethra, to the glands 
themfelves. 

Inflammation here, when it comes to a 
‘height, in a manner fimilar to what en- 
fues from it in other parts, 1s very apt to 
terminate in fuppuration; and as the form- 
-ation of matter in the fubftance of thefe 
glands is apt to excite the moit diftrefsful 
confequences, nothing fhould be omitted 
that can tend to prevent it. When mat- 
-ter forms in them, if it be not immediate- 
ly difcharged by an external opening, it 
is very apt to burft into the urethra, and 
to produce runnings, which, in fome cafes, 


doe 
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do not terminate but with the life of the 
patient. 

On the firft approach, therefore, of this 
- fecond {tage of Gonorrheea, all our endea- 
vours fhould be employed to remove or 
leffen the infammation. If the patient is 
plethoric he fhould lofe a confiderable 

quantity of blood with the lancet, and ten 
or a dozen of leeches fhould be applied to 
the pained part. Whatever his habit of 
body may be, the application of leeches 
fhould not be omitted, and they ought to 
be repeated once and again, according to 
their effects, and to the degree of inflam- 
mation and {welling which take place ; fa~ 
turnine poultices fhould be applied over 
the part affected ; the “bowels thould be 
kept open th gentle laxatives, and 
the patient fhould be put upon a low, 
cooling diet. 

If, either by the violence of the inflam- 
mation, or by an imprudent ufe of aftrin- 
gent injections, a ftop has been put to the 
difcharge, much advantage will be derived 
from our foliciting a return of it. This, 

Vor. I, it how- 
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however, muft not be done with applica- 
tions of an irritating nature, fuch as bou- 
gees, and ftimulating injections, as fome 
have advifed, but it may be attempted with 
fafety by throwing up, from time to time, 
injections of warm oil and other emolli- 
ents, fuch as warm decoctions of lintfeed 
and althea. 

But although we find from experience 
that much harm is done by the applica- 
tion of ftimulants directly to the urethra, 
we know that they may be applied to the 
{kin bothwith fafety and advantage. Thus, 
when the {welling does not foon leflen by 
blood-letting, and the other remedies 
mentioned above, I have, in different in- 
ftances, derived advantage from the appli- 
cation of blifters to the parts affected, and 
by covering the bites of the leeches with 
adhefive plafter; this practice may be a- 
dopted even the day after they have been 
applied. The blifter fhould be made to 
cover the whole perineum. 

When the remedies we have advifed are 
timeoufly and properly applied they willnot 

often. 
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often fail to remove the inflammation ; but 
whenthis is not accomplifhed,and whenthe 
{welling or fwellings proceed to a ftate of 
fuppuration, nature fhould be as much as 
potlible alfifted by a frequent and free ufeé 
of emollient poultices and fomentations, 
and as foon as a fluctuation of matter is 
difcovered, it ought to be difcharged by 
an opening made the full length of the 
tumor. In this manner a fore will be 
produced that will be difficult to heal; but 
if the babit of body be found, a cure will 
be obtained at laft, and there is no other 
method with which I am acquainted that 
will fo readily prevent the matter from 
burfting into the urethra. 

When this unfortunate circumftance 
takes place, of matter collected in one or 
more of thefe glands, finding accefs to the 
urethra, {carcely any advantage is to be de- 
rived from art inthe treatment of it. In- 
jections, as we remarked in the laft fec- 
tion, inftead of proving ferviceable, rather 
do harm. They cannot reach the cavity 
of the gland, where alone they might 

ioe prove 
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prove ufeful, and by preventing for atime 
that free difcharge of matter, which, in 
every abfcefs is defirable, they caufe it to 
collect, and alternately burft out, im greater 
quantities than before. 

When the caufe of fuch an occurrence 
ts not fufpected, both the patient and 
practitioner are apt to imagine that it pro- 
ceeds from: the fault of the injection: every 
variety of the remedy is therefore em- 
ployed, but nearly the fame effect refults 
from all of them, and the patient, after 
being teafed and perplexed for a great 
length of time, finds himfelf in no degree 
better than he was at firft. 

By fome practitioners a courfe of mer- 
cury has been advifed in this ftate of the 
difeafe, and particularly frictions with 
mercurial ointment on the perineum ; but 
although I have often feen the practice 
fairly and completely tried, I never knew 
any advantage derived from it. Neither 
does mercury prove ufeful in the fores 
which enfue from opening abfcefles in the 
perineum, proceeding from Gonorrheea. 

On 
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On the idea of thefe fores being of the 
fame nature with fuch as fucceed to bu- 
boes in Lues Venerea, mercury is common- 
ly prefcribed ; but although I have known 
it repeatedly ufed, not only for the cure 
of thefe fores, but for the difcuffion of the 
previous tumefaction of the glands, I never 
knew any evident benefit derived from it. 
All that in fuch circumftances can with 
propriety be done is, to caufe the patient 
live in fuch a manner as will mott effec- 
tually brace his conftitution; his diet 
ought to be of a nourifhing kind ; cold 
bathing, particularly in the fea, proves 
fometimes ufeful, and, in fome inftances, 
Jefuit’s bark, in large quantities, is given 
with advantage, 

_ In no period of this ftage of Gonorrhea 
are injections admiflible, and I fufpect that 
the diferedit into which they have fallen 
with many 1s owing to their being em- 
ployed promifcuoufly in every ftate of the 
complaint. We have juft feen that they 
cannot be ufed with any profpect cf fuc- 
ee{s, when fuppuration has actually taken 
Ley place, 
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place, and a very little attention will make it | 
appear that they ought not to be advifed 
during the inflammatory ftate of the com- 
plaint. While the parts are inflamed, in- 
ftead of endeavouring to remove the dif- 
charge, we ought rather to try to promote 
it. Nothing tends with fuch certainty to 
moderate all the fymptoms ; and I have re- 
peatedly obferved that they are all render- 
ed much more fevere by whatever tends, 
in any degree, to give a check to the run- 
ning. It 1s proper, therefore, that the 
younger part of the profeflion be put 
ftrictly on their guard againft the ufe of 
injections in every period of this ftage of 
Gonorrhea ; a practice which, in the firft 
age of the difeafe, is the only remedy, as 
we have feen, upon which any dependence 
ought to be placed, but which in this is evi- 
dently fraught with danger to the patient, 
and therefore with difcredit to thofe who 

advife it. | 
Befides the glandular abfcefles of thefe 
parts, which we have jutt defcribed, col- 
leCtions of matter are apt to occur in this 
3 | {tate 
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ftate of the difeafe, not only in the cellu- 
lar fubftance of the perineum, but in the 
corpus cavernofum of the penis, as well as 
in the corpus fpongeofum urethre. The 
treatment of thefe, however, ought to be 
fo exactly what we have pointed out for 
the others, that nothing farther need 
be faid upon it. To prevent, as much 
as poflible, the rifk of fuch colleétions 
burfting into the urethra, the matter 
fhould be difcharged by a free opening 
the whole length of the tumor, as foon as 

it is found to be completely formed. 
When collections of matter in thefe 
parts, whether feated in Cowper's glands, 
or in the contiguous foft parts, terminate, 
as they fometimes do, in external open- 
ings, at the fame time that a communica- 
tion is formed with the urethra, the urine 
e{capes at the fore, and thus another dif- 
eafe is produced, termed a finus, or fiftula 
in perineo. This falls to be treated like 
finufes in every other part: the feat of 
the abfcefs muft be laid open from one 
end to the other, and by enlarging the 
| py open 
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opening in the urethra, if the patient be 
otherwife in found health, a cure will, for 
the moft part, be obtained, by endeavour- 
ing to heal the fore from the bottom in 
the ufual way*. 7 

It may be alledged, if this proves fuc- 
cefsful where the matter has already form- 
ed an opening, both inwardly and out- 
wardly, for itfelf, that a fimilar practice 
fhould be adopted where the abfcefs has 
only burft into the urethra. ‘That a free 
incifion fhould be made into it, and acure 
attempted in the manner we have already 
advifed. 

Where the opening into the urethra i 1s 
fuch as to admit the urine to pafs into the 
abfcefs, the practice to which I allude 
ought undoubtedly to be adopted, for no 
other will prove fuccefsful, and the patient. 
muft remain in a {tate of great diftrefs and 
mifery while this continues; but while 
the exte-nal teguments remain entire, and 
while the urine does not find accefs to the 


* V. Syftem of Surgery, chap, xv. 
abfcefs, 
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abfcefs, no attempt of this kind ought to 
be made, However inconvenient the dil- 
charge of matter from the urethra may be, 
and however long it may continue, the 
patient ought rather to fubmit to it than 
to the uncertain event of a fiftulous open- 
ing, which always proves tedious and dif- 
trefsful, with whatever judgment the dif; 
eafe may be afterwards treated. 


SEO ETON Vi 
Of the Third Stage of Gonorrhea Virutenta, 


N this ftage of Gonorrhoea, along with 
ardor urine, and the other ordinary 
fymptoms of the difeafe, the patient com~ 
plains of a fevere fixed pain in the upper 
part of the perineum, accompanied witha 
fenfation of fulnefs, and tenfion in all the 
parts contiguous to the anus. The defire 
to void urine is more frequent than in 
either 
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either of the two preceding ftates, and it 
is commonly pafled with much pain and 
difficulty ; often drop by drop. Tenefmus, 
ora painful and frequent defire to go to 
{tool, often takes place, and, in fome in- 
{tances, to fuch a diftrefsful heighth, as 
adds greatly 1 to the mifery of the patient. 
Even in the commencement of the dif- 
cafes fo {evere as to excite heat and other 
fymptoms of fever; and, in the more ad- 
vanced {tages of it, I have known the fever 
rife to a very alarming height, This ftate 
of Gonorrhcea, in fome inftances, proceeds 
from the inflammation fpreading back- 
ward ina flow, gradual manner, from the 
point of the penis, which we have fhewn 
to be the feat of the firft ftage of the dif- 
eafe, but more frequently it takes place 
fuddenly either from the imprudent ufe of 
injections, from the patient being in a 
riotous courfe of life, or from his being 
expofed to violent exercife, either on foot 
er on horfeback, : 
On 
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On examining the parts affected, the 
penis is, for the moft part, ina {tate of 
tendernefs and irritability, nearly, indeed, 
as we have defcribed it to be in the fecond 
{tage of this diforder; but, together with 
this, on comprefling the parts about the 
end of the rectum a fenfe of pain arites, 
which is never experienced in either of 
the ftates already defcribed, and on intro- 
ducing the finger into the anus, the prof- 
tate gland is found confiderably fwelled, 
and in fuch a ftate of irritability that it 
can {carcely bear to be touched. 

Even the flighteft degree of this affec- 
tion excites much uneafinefs, and the de- 
fire to pafs water feldom ceafes for above 
a few minutes together; but when the 
difeafe has been of long duration, the prof- 
tate gland, which nearly furrounds the 
urethra, or which rather appears, as it 
were, to form the paflage of urine at this 
part, becomes often fo much {welled as 
nearly to obftruct the difcharge of urine 
as completely as when the urethra is en- 
tirely {topped. Thofe, indeed, not verfant 

in 
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in this branch of practice are apt to mif- 
take this affection for ftri€tures in the ure- 
thra; of courfe a delay takes place in 
ufing the proper remedies, and attempts 
which are frequently made to overcome 
the fuppofed {trictures, too often do mif- 
chief. Frequently, indeed, neither a bou- 
gie, nor catheter, when employed for 
removing a fuppreflion of urine, pro- 
ceeding from this caufe, can be pafled; 
for the gland is in fome cafes fo much 
{welled as to obliterate the paflage almoft 
entirely, and 1n others, by {welling on one 
fide only, the paflage is thrown altogether 
over to the other; circumftances which 
render the introduction of a bougie either 
impracticable, or at beft dificult and un- 
certain. 

As it is in the commencement only of 
this affection that any material advantage 
is derived from the interference of art, and 
as itis a difeafe which, in the more ad- 
vanced {tates of it excites the greateft pof- 
fible diftrefs, we ought inftantly on the 
firft approach of it, to apply fuch reme- 

dies 
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effectual in removing it. 

Of all the remedies that I have ever em- 
ployed, early biood-letting is almoft the 
only one from which any obvious advan 
tage has been derived. It ought to be ad- 
vifed immediately on the firft approach of 
pain, nor fhould we be deterred by a weak- 
ly or delicate’conftitution. Ina perfon of 
this defcription the evacuation ought, no 
doubt, to be more iparingly adminiftered 
than where plethora takes place ; but even 
in the moft delicate habit of body, 2 
quantity of blood fhould be difcharged in 
proportion to the ftrength of the patient, 
in the firft place by the lancet, and after- 
wards by leeches applied to the parts af- 
fected. The practice of blood-letting I 
confider to be equally neceflary here as in 
cafes of pleurify: in the latter, indeed, 
the life of the patient is in greater hazard, 
but in this his future comfort and enjoy- 
ment of life are at ftake. It ought not, 
therefore, in any inftance, to be omitted. 

I fpeak the more decidedly upon this 

from 
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from various inftances having fallen with 
in my own obfervation, f the moft dif- 
trefstul confequences taking place from 
this remedy having been omitted, and 
from many others having ended eafily 
where it was employed with freedom. It 
is in the firft ftages only of the diforder, 
however, in which it acts with much ad- 
vantage; chieily, indeed, on the firft fymp- 
toms of inflammation taking place, for 
when the proitate gland becomes {welled 
and inflamed in any confiderable degree, 
neither this nor any other remedy can be 
depended upon for removing it. After a 
long courfe of time an enlarged proftate 
will fometimes be found much diminifhed, 
but this happens more frequently without 
our being able to account for it, than asa 
neceflary confequence of any medicine 
employed for 1t. 

Blifters do not afford that relief here 
that we fometimes derive from them in 
fwellings of Cowper’s glands, neither is 
much advantage ever obtained from fatur- 
nine applications. Opium, whether given 


by 
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by the mouth, or in clyfters, proves more 
ufeful than any other remedy for remov- 
ing the pain and leffening the irritation ; 
but probably from coming more dire¢tly 
into contact with the difeafed parts, it 
proves evidently moft fuccefsful when — 
given in clyfters, and it feems to anfwer 
better in {mall dofes, frequently repeated, 
than in large quantities given at once. 
Thirty drops of laudanum, mixed with 
two ounces of thin ftarch, and thrown 
eafily into the rectum, very commonly 
gives immediate relief, and as long as this 
dofe proves effectual it ought not to be in- 
created. 

While opiates, given in this manner, 
leffen the irritability of the organs of 
urine, they alfo give much relief by re- 
moving that painful and frequent defire to 
go to ftool, with which patients in this 
difeafe are often afflicted. 

Hitherto [ have faid nothing of the ufe 
of injections, which are frequently em- 
ployed in this, as in other {tages of Gonor- 
rhoea, for removing the running. ‘This, 

how- 
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however, is a practice that ought by no 
mearis tobe adopted. It has at firft been 
gone into without refle¢ting upon its ten- 
dency, and afterwards perfifted in merely 
frorn having once been adopted. In the 
fecond ftage of Gonorrhoea I had occa- 
fion to remark that the difcharge, inftead 
of being ftopped, ought rather to be en- 
couraged. ‘The fame obfervation applies 
{till more forcibly here, where a floppage 
of the running tends always to aggravate 
every {ymptom, and where we find con- 
fiderable relief often obtained by our 
bringing on a return of it. This, as we 
obferved in the laft fection, fhould rather 
be done by the ufe of warm emollient in- 
jections, than by fuch as ftimulate and give 
pain. Thefe, I know, are advifed for this 
purpofe, but as I have known them evi- 
dently do much harm, even when mana- 
zed in the moft cautious manner, and as 
we find, indeed, that the difeafe is often at 
firft induced by this very practice, I do 
not hefitate to fay that it ought very uni- 
verfally to-be laid afide. For a fimilar 

reafon 
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reafon bougies ought never to be employ- 
ed here. | | 

Emollient injections prove ufeful not 
merely by foliciting a more plentiful dif- 
charge from the urethra, but by foothing 
the irritability in the parts affected, and 
thus leflening the pain; and where opiates 
are conjoined with them they act. full 
more powerfully in this manner. An in- 
fufion of the heads of poppies and althea 
root, ufed warm, an{wers particularly well 
for this purpofe. Warm poultices, ap- 
plied externally over the fundament and 
perineum, alfo prove ufeful. Some ad- 
vantage too 1s derived from warm fomen- 
tations; and I have known the warm bath 
afford much relief. | 

All thefe remedies, however, act as pal- 
liatives only; but by their ufe the prefent 
diftrefs may be much mitigated, while na- 
ture, in the courfe of time, aided by cau- 
tious management on the part of the pa- 
tient, may at laft accomplifh a cure. At 
leaft, this, in the courfe’of my obfervation, 
has happened in feveral inftances where 

Vou. I. K the 
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the {welling of this gland has not arrived 
at any great height; but it has been more 
frequently the confequence of rigid atten- 
tion to regimen than the effect of medi- 
cines. We conftantly find, in this com- 
plaint, that whatever excites much heat of 
body does harm ; whether bodily exercife; 
or heating food and drink: hence every 
thing of this kind fhould be avoided, par- 
ticularly much walking and riding on 
horfeback ; and full meals of animal food, 
efpecially when wine or other ftrong 
drinks are likewife indulged in. The 
diet fhould confift of milk and vegetables, 
with no greater proportion of animal food 
than is neceflary to fupport the ftrength 
of the patient. 

Such drinks fhould be chiefly ufed as 
tend to blunt the acrimony of the urine, 
and to fheath the parts which it paffes 
over; fuch as infufion of lintfeed and al- 
thea, emulfions of almonds, and water in 
which gum arabic 1s diffolved. 

I have infinuated that I have little con- 

fidence in the activity of any medicine for 
re= 
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removing fwellings in the proftate gland, 
when it has unfortunately acquired a con- 
fiderable bulk. A deference to the opi- 
nion of others requires that I fhould ftate 
the grounds upon which this opinion is 
formed ; this I fhall do in noticing fhortly 
the medicines which have been employed 
with the view of obviating this complaint. 

When other remedies fail, and in fome 
cafes even before they are fairly tried, mer- 
cury is,in ordinary practice,recommendeds; 
but | have much reafon to think that it 
very commonly, if not always, does harm. 

Kven in early practice I had frequent 
opportunities of feeing this complaint, and 
being led by converfation with others to 
expect fubftantial relief from mercury, I 
ufed it freely for feveral years: I muftac- 
knowledge, however, that I never per- 
ceived any advantage arife from it, while, 
in fome cafes, evident mifchief was the ef 
fect of the practice. 

Mercury never had any obvious effe& 
in diminifhing the tumour, and by en- 
creafing the irritability of the fyftem, 

Ke 2 even 
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even when given in {mall quantities, and 
in the moft cautious manner, it ufually 
rendered the parts affected more painful 
than they were before. On thefe accounts 
mercury appears to be not only an ufelefs 
but a dangerous remedy, fo that I have 
now, in fwellings of this gland, laid it en- 
tirely afide. 

Cicuta has alfo been much recommend- 
ed in {wellings of this gland; but although 
I have given it very full and complete 
trials, | am not fure that in any inftance 
it ever proved ufeful. The difeafe, in 
fome, has appeared to yield while cicuta 
was employed, but this was only where a 
great length of time had elapfed, and not 
in a greater proportion of cafes than where 
this remedy was never ufed. But as it 
may be employed under proper manage- 
ment without any rifk to the patient, 
where other remedies do not fucceed, and 
where it is neceflary to be doing fome-’ 
thing, it may be proper to give it a farther 
trial before any final opinion is formed 
of it. 

Having 


Sect. VI. of Gonorrhea. 133 


Having, in tumours of other parts, 
obferved obvious advantages from a de- 
coction of the root of mezereon, I have, in 
various inftances, ufed it in fwellings of 
the proftate gland. In fome it has ap- 
peared to prove ufeful, but never fo evi- 
dently as to enable me to {peak with cer- 
tainty about it. When conjoined with 
farfaparilla *, it feems, in other cafes, to be 
rendered {till more active, and the muci- 
lage contained in that root, by blunting 
the acrimony of the mezereon, renders 
it both more agreeable to the palate and 
more grateful to the ftomach. 

Among other remedies employed in 
fwellings of the proftate gland fea bathing 
and drinking fea’ water has been one of 
the moft frequent. Where this difeafe is 
connected with a fcrophulous conftitution 
this remedy certainly proves ufeful. It 
will never remove the tumour fpeedily ; 
but, by ftrengthening the conftitution, it 
feems, in fuch circumftances, to render 
the {welling lefs permanent than it ufually 


* Vide Appendix, No, 45. 
K 3 proves 
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proves to be where this remedy is not em- 
ployed. It ought, however, to be re- 
marked, that all ftrong purgatives do 
much harm. This happens in every ftage 
of Gonorrhea, but efpecially where the 
proftate gland or bladder are affected. By 
the irritation which they excite they not 
only induce a more copious difcharge, 
but render the inclination to void urine 
much more frequent and more painful, 
When falt water is ufed, therefore, it 
ought not to be in greater quantities than 
will anfwer as very gentle laxatives. 

~ Swelling of the proftate gland does not 
terminate as tumours in the other glands 
of the urethra frequently do, in fuppura- 
tion. When Cowper’s glands, or any 
of the fmaller glands of the urethra be- 
come inflamed, they either fuppurate or 
a cure is obtained by difcuffion: but, in 
fimilar affections of the proftate this very 
feldom happens. When the tumour does 
not yield to timeous blood-letting, or when 
it does not afterwards gradually fubfide, it 
either remains nearly of the fame fize and 


hard- 
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hardnefs, or becomes both larger and 
firmer till it ends in a real fchirrus, of 
confiderable magnitude. 

In this ftate of the difeafe the difcharge 
is, for the moft part, thin and acrid ; to- 
gether with matter from the contiguous 
parts of the urethra, which are ufually 
more or lefs difeafed, a confiderable quan- 
tity is thrown out of the gland itfelf, 
forming, as we will afterwards fee, one of 
the moft obftinate varieties of gleet. 

Even in the commencement of this 
affection of the proftate, the paflage of 
urine, as we have already remarked, is 
often much obftructed; but, in the more 
advanced {tages of it, this, in fome cafes, 
comes to fuch a height as to be unfur- 
mountable. Whether from the paflage 
being completely obliterated by the fides 
of the fwelled gland adhering together, 
which is alledged to happen, but which I 
never faw, or from the paflage being con- 
tracted by the fides of the gland fwelling 
unequally, it fometimes happens that 
neither a bougie nor catheter can be in- 

jen troduced, 
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troduced. In this cafe, as a total obftruc- 
tion is formed to the paflage of urine, we 
are obliged to draw it off by punctur- 
ing the bladder, which may either be 
done above the pubes, or by pafling the 
trocar into the bladder from the reétum, 
or pufhing it up by the fide of the dif 
eafed> ‘eland 7.10 dt. .muitbe! remarked; 
however, in forming an opening with a 
trocar for drawing the urine off from the 
bladder, that a very enlarged ftate of this 
gland precludes every attempt for this 
purpofe either in the perineum or re@tum. 
In which cafe it muft neceflarily be done 
above the pubes. 

In fuch circumftances, all that art can 
do, is to preferve a paflage for the urine, 
by retaining a canula in the opening, and 
keeping the patient as free from pain as 
poflible with dofes of oprum adequate ta 
the diftrefs in which he happens to be. 


* Vide Syftem of Surgery, chapter xiii. 


by G'F, 
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SECTION VIL 


Of the Fourth Stage of Gonorrhea. 


T fometimes happens that the inflam. 
matory fymptoms pa{fs eafily over the 
anterior part of the urethra, and thew them- 
felves in more force and violence higher in 
the paflage. Thus, although the third ftage 
of the difeafe, in which, as:we have feen,. 
the proftate gland is chiefly affected, is 
fometimes produced by the inflammation 
{preading from thofe parts which are only 
concerned when the fecond {tage of it 
takes place, yet inftances often occur of the 
inflammation pafling from the point of the 
urethra along the whole courfe of the paf- 
fage, without any intermediate part of it 
being much affected, and fixing, in the moft 
violent manner, upon the proftate gland or 
| bladder, 
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bladder. In fome cafes the proftate is af- 
fected while the bladder itfelf remains 
found, while in others it pafles eafily over 
that gland, and feizes with much violence 
upon every part of the bladder. 

In fome cafes the bladder becomes af- 
fected almoft on the firft attack of the dif- 
eafe. The inflammation {preads fo quickly 
along the urethra that the bladder 1s pain- 
ed in the courfe of a few hours from the 
commencement of the difcharge. It more 
frequently occurs, however, after the run- 
ning has been of fome duration, and, for 
the moft part, can be traced as the con- 
fequence of much expofure to cold and 
dampnefs ; of violent exertion in walking 
or on horfeback, or, as the effect of an in- 
jeCtion thrown with too much violence 
into the upper part of the urethra. 

The patient, from the firft approach of 
the difeafe, complains of much uneafinefs, 
which at laft terminates in fevere pain 
over all the region of the bladder, parti- 
cularly about the neck of it ; accompanied 
with a frequent and painful defire to make 

yond water, 


Sect: VIL. of Gonorrhea. 139 


water, and often with tenefmus. In fome 
cafes the pain 1s chiefly feated about the 
anus, but, in general, all the under parts 
of the abdomen, particularly about the 
region of the pubes, are greatly pained, 
and, in fome inftances, even the kidneys 
become atfected, either from nervous fym- 
pathy, or from the inflammation fpread- 
ing from the bladder along the ureters. 

In general the pain, efpecially after 
voiding urine, extends to the glans penis, 
and as this, with the ftoppage which oc- 
curs to the flow of urine, are fymptoms 
which always accompany ftone, cafes of 
this kind, when the hiftory of the difeafe 
has been concealed, has been miftaken for 
{tone in the bladder. 

If the running from the urethra has 
not been {topped by injections, it continues 
as if no affection of the bladder had. oc- 
curred; and in general any interruption 
that takes place to the difcharge proves 
only temporary; but along with the 
ufual running from the urethra, fuch as 
takes place in one or other of the different 

{tages 
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{tages which we have defcribed, a con- 
fiderable quantity of matter pafles off with 
the urine. This gives the urine a turbid 
appearance, as if purulent matter was 
mixed with it, but on examining the 
depofition, which is ufually made in the 
courfe of a few hours, it is found to confift 
almoft entirely of mucus. 

On a further continuance of the difeafe 
this matter contained in the urine affumes 
a very different appearance. Inftead of 
being broken and divided into flakes, ‘as 
at firft, is now becomes tough and vifcid, 
in avery remarkable degree, refembling 
ifinglafs diluted with water to the con- 
fiftence of jelly. This gelatenous matter 
is f{ufpended in the urine when ‘firft voided, 
but it foon feparates, and falls to the bot- 
tom, where it adheres fo firmly to the 
fides of the veffel in which it is received, 
as to be feparated from it with difficulty. 
In fome cafes this fubftance 1s clear and 
tranfparent, but, for the moft part, it is 
tinged of a yellow hue, and fomewhat 
opike, , : 

. | When 
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When any confiderable quantity of this 
matter has pafled off the patient is com- 
monly relieved, and continues eafy for 
a longer or fhorter period, according to 
the degree of inflammation that takes 
place. 3 

In fome cafes the quantity of this vif- 
cid matter is very inconfiderable, being no 
more than what flightly covers the bot- 
tom of the pot, while in others it feems to 
form more than half of all that comes 
from the bladder. When in fuch con- 
fiderable quantities, it tends greatly to re- 
duce the ftrength of the patient, infomuch 
that few conftitutions are able to bear it 
long. 

From the nature of the parts in which 
this difeafe is feated, we would expect that 
it fhould be the moft formidable com- 
plaint that Gonorrhcea could induce ; but 
this is by no means the cafe: the difeafe 
defcribed in the laft feCtion, viz. {welling of 
the proitate gland, proves always more fo. 
Few recover from the one, while cures are 
obtained by a great proportion of all who 

are 
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are feized with the other. At leaft in 
healthy conftitutions this commonly hap- 
pens, if the difeafe has not been much neg- 
lected at firft. In general, indeed, a 
confiderable time paffes over before a 
perfect cure is obtained; nay, fome de- 
gree of uneafinefs, and certain deranged 
fenfations, will often continue for a num- 
ber of years, but after the firft violence of 
the fymptoms is over, they generally be- 
come, in a gradual manner milder, till at 
laft they vanifh entirely. 

On the firft approach of the difeafe 
blood-letting is the only remedy upon 
which moft dependence ought to be placed, 
and, when freely practifed, it feldom fails 
to render the fymptoms moderate, and of 
fhorter duration than they otherwife pro- 
bably would be. 

A quantity of blood fhould ss taken 
with the lancet in proportion to the 
ftreneth of the patient, and a number of 
leeches fhould be repeatedly applied to the 
neighbourhood of the anus. With refpect 
to diet, and other circumftances, the pa- 
tient 
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tient ought to be treated in the manner 
we have advifed in the laft fe€tion. His 
bowels fhould be kept moderately open 
with caftor oil, or other gentle laxatives, 
and opiates fhould be exhibited in fuffi- 
cient dofes for leffening, or even for re- 
moving the pain. When treating of {wel- 
ling of the proftate gland we advifed opi- 
ates to be given in the form of clyfters, 
rather than by the mouth, and this mode 
of exhibiting the remedy proves equally 
ufeful here. 

With a view more certainly to allay the 
irritability of the bladder, it has been pro- 
pofed to inject opium dulolved in water 
into it: but this appears to be a danger- 
ous experiment. I have known it done, 
but the patient was nearly killed by it. 
Convulfions and other alarming fymptoms 
occured, but not in fuch degree as to prove 
fatal. 

Warm emollient injections, fuch as warm 
oil, or the form of injection in the Appen- 
dix, No. 23,frequently give relief from pain, 
and give a temporary fufpenfion of that 

con- 
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conftant defire to pafs water which often 
prevails here ; and in fome cafes the femi- 
cupium proves fuccefsful when thefe have 
tailed. . 

A plentiful ufe of mucilagenous drink, 
fuch as infufion of lintfeed and althea 
root, and a folution of gum arabic in water, 
afford relief in all affeCtions of the urinary 
paflages, but in none more than in the 
one of which we are now treating: 

All thefe remedies are meant to alleviate 
pain and irritation in the commencement 
of the difeafe, and when timeoufly applied,. 
and duly perfifted in, they very commonly 
prove effectual ; but in the more advan- 
ced ftages of the difeafe, when the pain is 
not fo fevere, but when a good deal of un- 
eafinefs continues, accompanied with a 
difcharge of that vifcid matter which we 
have defcribed, remedies of this kind do 
not afford fo much relief. Opiates will no 
doubt tend at all times to allay irritation, 
but blood-letting, which at firft never fails 
to give relief, tends now only to weaken 


the 
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the patient, without being productive of 
any advantage. . 

In this fituation Jefuit’s bark fometimes | 
proves ufeful; and I have feen inftances 
where a few grains of allum added to each 
dofe, feemed to render it more effectual. 
Balfam of copaiba, and Canada balfam, 
prove likewife ufeful here: but where 
much benefit is expected from them they 
fhould be given in as large dofes as the 
ftomach of the patient will permit. 

Of all the remedies, however, which in 
fuch circumftances I have ever tried, uva 
urfi is the moft effectual. No advantage 
is derived from it where the proftate gland 
is difeafed; but in unmixed affections of 
this kind, where the bladder only is af- 
fected, it feldom fails to procure relief. It 
may be given to the extent of a {cruple at 
firft, and afterwards half a drachm of the 
powder three times a day, in which quan- 
tity it feldom fails, in the courfe of a few 
days, to leflen the proportion of vifcid mat- 
ter in the urine; by which, and the abate- 

Vou. I. , L ment 
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ment of pain which at the fame time takes 
place, we are always certain that the in- 
flammation alfo is diminifhed. 

On the idea that this affection of the 
bladder proceeds from a tranilation of the 
matter of Lues Venerea from the urethra, 
mercury is commonly ufed in it; but al- 
though I have often given it, I never knew 
any advantage derived from it; it fome- 
times even does harm, It increafes the 
irritability of the fyftem in general, as 
well as of the parts more particularly 
affected. , 

When affections of this kind have con- 
tinued long, the bladder is apt to become 
much thickened and leflened in diameter : 
hence, even after all the other fymptoms 
are gone, the frequent inclination to pafs 
urine continues. In fome cafes this goes 
on for years; nay, I have known it en- 
dure for a great length of time, and only 
terminate with the life of the patient. It 
feems evidently to be the effect of inflam- 
mation, for it fucceeds to inflammation of 
the bladder, by whatever caufe it may be 

in= 
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induced. It alfo occurs from ftriGures in 
the urethra, when they happen to be con- 
fiderable and of long duration. 

For the removal of this thickened ftate 
of the coats of the bladder mercury is of- 
ten prefcribed, and in fome cafes it has 
certainly proved ufeful; but it feems to 
prove equally fo from whatever caufe the 
difeafe may at firft have arifen™. 


* This, practice of giving mercury in the thickened ftateé 
of the urinary bladder, which fucceeds to inflammation, 
we find recommended by the late Doctor Ebenezer Gil- 
chrift of Dumfries, to whom we are indebted for much va- 
luable information in diferent parts of the practice of mes 
icine, 
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SECTION ‘VIL 
Of Chordee. 


(ee is a painful, involuntary erec+ 
: tion of the penis. Patients in every 
{tage of Gonorrhea are, in fome degree, 
Tiable to Chordeé ; but it ‘occurs much — 
more frequently, and to a much greater 
height in the fecond ftage of the difeafe, 
than in any of the others. It happens at 
all times of the day, but moft frequently 
when the patient is warm in bed, when it 
is in fome inftances fo fevere as to deprive 
him' entirely of reft. During a fit of 
Chordee the penis becomes hard and pain- 
ful to the touch, and for the moft part it 
is curved downwards in a confiderable 

degree. | 3 
Chordee o¢curs in every period of this 
ftage of Gonorrhoea, and it fometimes re- 
mains 
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mains after the heat of urine and all the 
other fymptoms are gone, but it is ufually 
mot fevere during the continuance of 1 
inflammation, and becomes more or lefs 
fo according as that fymptom is in a great- 
er or lefler degree. 

I therefore conclude that Chordee isan 
effect of inflammation, and that it pro- 
ceeds from irritation, communicated from 
the nerves of the urethra to thofe of the 
_ contiguous mufcles, by which thofe un- 
equal degrees of contraction are produced 
over the whole fubftance of the penis, 
which univerfally take place in this dif- 
eate. 

Were it owing to effufions of lymph 
into the reticular parts of the penis,as fome 
have imagined to be frequently the cafe’, 
Chordee would be of a more permanent 
nature than we ever find it to be, and 
thefe effufions would be apt to terminate 
in fuppuration. Now, although fuppura- 
tion is fometimes the confequence of in- 


*.V. John Hunter on the Veaereal Difeafe. 
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flammatory tumours in thefe parts, I have 
never obferved that it happens in thofe 
tumefactions which accompany Chordee, 
The latter commonly rife and difappear 
again in the courfe of a few hours, and 
they are more diffufed than tumours 
ufually are which proceed to fuppuration. 

The others rife more flowly, and they ter- 
minate, whether by difperfion or fuppura- 
tion, ina much more gradual manner. 

Of all the remedies I have ever employ- 
ed opiates prove moft ufeful in Chor- 
dee. The pain and tenfion are fometimes 
removed by rubbing the parts affetted 
with laudanum, or with a ftrong folution 
of opium in water, and by keeping pled- 
gits immerfed in either of thefe, conftantly 
applied to them; but the greateft advan- _ 
tage is obtained from the internal exhibi- 
tion of opium. ‘Thirty or forty drops of 
laudanum, given at bed-time, or on the 
acceflion of the Chordee, very feldom fails 
in preventing or removing it. 
~ Emollient injections thrown up the ure- 
thra, particularly when impregnated with 

opium, 
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opium, have alfo a powerful influence in 
leffening the violence of Chordee; and as 
the heat and irritation produced by cof- 
tivenefs tends greatly to augment the vio- 
lence of this fymptom, I have known 
much advantage obtained from the ope- 
ration of a gentle laxative. 

A temporary relief is often derived from 
the application of a cold folution of fac- 
charum faturni, and I have known the 
external application of camphor prove fer- 
viceable: when diflolved in fpirit of wine 
it proves ufeful, but it acts with more ad- 
-vantage when diffolved in oil. Frictions 
with mercurial ointment have been much 
recommended for the removal of Chordee, 
but as I have commonly found more ad- 
vantage from rubbing with camphorated 
oul, I conclude that it is chiefly the emolli- 
ent properties of the mercurial ointment 
which render it ufeful, and, therefore, that 
the inconventiencies which fometimes oc- 
cur from mercury, may here be avoided. 

In fome cafes we derive advantage from 
tying the penis down with a fillet to the 

| L 4 thigh, 
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thigh, but it only anfwers in very flight 
affections, and the practice ought never 
to be advifed in the more fevere attacks of 
the difeafe. Being an obvious remedy for 
counteracting an erection, it is not unfre- 
_guently ermployed in the firft inftance by 
the patient; but Ihave frequently known 
it do harm, either from the fillet being 
applied too tight, or from the parts being 
im fuch a ftate of tendernefs as to render it 
altogether inadmuflible. agin 

When none of thefe remedies fucceed, 
blood-letting fometimes proves ufeful; 
particularly by the application of ieeohee 
to the parts affected, nor ought this ever 
to be omitted when the patient is of a ple- 
thoric habit, or when the pulfe is full. 
When Chordee takes place in a flight de- 
gree only, blood-letting i isnever neceflary; 
but whenever it is fevere, and refifts the 
other remedies we have mentioned, 1 
ought never to hefitate in sddvificia it. 
Blood-letting proves more effeual than 
any other remedy in preventing that per- 
manent kind of Chordee, which ‘fome- 


times 
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times continues very diftrefsful long after 
every other fymptom of Gonorrhea has 
difappeared. | 

Opium is one of our moft effectual re- 
medies in every ftage of this fymptom, but 
particularly where it has been of long con- 
tinuance. In this ftate of the difeafe I have 
fometimes found, where opium has failed, 
that hen-bane, the hyocyamus niger of 
Linnzus, has proved ufeful, A grain of 
the extract, properly prepared, may be gi- 
ven three times a day at firft, and the dofe 
encreafed to two, three, or more grains, 
according to its effects. I have given to 
the extent of feven and eight grains three 
times a day, with no inconvenience what- 
ever; but this was after the patient had 
been for fome weeks accuftomed to the 
remedy, 


SECT- 
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SECTION IX. 
Of Hamorrhages from the Urethra, 


| Be the defcription of the difeafe, we 
have feen that the matter of Gonor- 
rhoea is frequently tinged with blood. 
When the quantity of blood is inconfider- 
able little or no notice is taken of it, the 
matter gradually acquires the common ap- 
pearance, and a cure is accomplifhed in 
the ufual way; but when a blood veflel 
of any magnitude burfts in the urethra, as 
fometimes happens when the inflammation 
runs high, fuch quantities of blood are 
difcharged as prove highly alarming. I 
have known different inftances of three or 
four pounds of blood being difcharged in 

the fpace of a few hours. 
On the firft appearance of this fymp- 
tom complete reft fhoyld be immediately 
| recom- 
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recommended, for nothing tends more to 
promote hemorrhages of every kind than 
bodily exertion. The patient’s bowels 
ought to be opened with a gentle laxative ; 
his diet fhould be of a cooling nature ; he 
ought to be kept in a cool, well-aired 
apartment, and the penis fhould be im- 
merfed, from time to time, 1n a cold folu-~ 
tion of cerufla acetata, in equal parts of 
vinegar and water. 

. In Hemorrhages of every kind I have 
derived much advantage from a plentiful’ 
ufe of kino, and particularly in the fymp- 
tom which we are now confidering. It 
may be given in the quantity of twenty 
grains four times a day, and it may ‘be 
ufed either by itfelf or rubbed with equal 
parts of gum arabic and fine fugar, which 
renders it both more palatable and more 
grateful to the ftomach. : 

In fome cafes I have derived eeeee 
from aftringent injections; particularly © 
from an infufion of red rofe leaves, ftrong- 
ly impregnated with allum, as in No. 21, 
and from No. 14%, of which balfamum co- 

. * Vide Appendix. 
paiba 
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paiba forms the bafis, -The injections 
fhould be thrown up with caution, and re- 
tained by comprefling the urethra as long 
as the patient can bear them. 

When all thefe means fail, and when 
there is caufe to fufpedct that the patient's 
life may be endangered by the lofs of too 
much blood, recourfe muft be had to pref- 
fare. Ihave, in different inftances, put 
an immediate ftop to the difcharge by in- 
ferting a bougie into the penis.» When 
the bougie is large nothing farther is ne- 
ceflary ; but when it does not prove fuc- 
cefsful of itfelf, if the difcharge proceeds 
from the fore-part of the penis, it may be 
{topped at once by gentle preflure with a 
narrow roller, and when it flows from the 
perineum, by continued preffure with the 
hand or fingers. | 

With a view to obtain a long continued 
preffure, a catheter of elaftic gum may be 
ufed inftead of a bougie, by which the pa- 
tient may, with due care and attention, 
void his urine, while the preffure is con- 


tinued: but if the bladder is emptied im- 
mediately 
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mediately before the bougie is introduced, 
it may, for the moft part, be retained as 
— long as is neceflary: 

Having in this and the preceding fec- 
tions confidered Gonorrhcea in the differ- 
ent forms under which it occurs in men, 
we fhall now offer a few obfervations up- 
on the fame difeafe as it appears in fe- 
males. 


SECTION X. 
Of Gonorrhea in Womens 


% 7 Omen are lefs fufceptible of this difs 

eafe than men; and with them it 

‘is alfo lefs violent in its fymptoms, and 
Jefs alarming in its confequences. : 

Why men fhould be more readily in- 
fected than women is difficult to explain ; 
but that the difeafe fhould prove more 
violent in the former is evident. ‘The 

| parts 
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parts which it attacks are more numerous, 
and more deeply feated ; and we find that 
all the fymptoms of this difeafe are mild 
or fevere according as the parts affected 
are deeply feated, or otherwife. Hence, 
as long as the extremity of the urethra 
only is affected, the fymptoms of Gonor- 
rhoea are equally violent in both fexes, 
During the continuance of the firft ftage 
of the difeafe in men, the pain is never 
more fevere than we often meet with it in 
women, nor does it ever become fo till the 
inflammation proceeds to a greater depth. 
In women the difcharge proceeds either 
from the vagina or urethra, and in fome 
cafes, partly from both. When the vagina 
only is affected the pain attending it is 
inconfiderable, unlefs the matter is fo 
acrid as to inflame the clitoris, nymphz, 
or labia pudendi, as we fometimes find is 
the cafe; but whenever the urethra is the 
feat of the difeafe, the fame degree of ar- 
dor urinz takes place as ufually occurs in 
men. Nay, in women this fymptom is 
often more fevere, and the inflammation 


by 
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by which it is produced proceeds more 
readily and more frequently in them to 
the bladder than it ufually does in men; 
for, in moft inftances of Gonorrheea in 
women, they complain of fevere pain over 
the loins, and all the region of the bladder, 
and their urine very commonly depofits 
mucus in fuch quantities as indicates a con- 
fiderable affeCtion of that vifcus. 

This muft happen from the paflage to 
the bladder being confiderably fhorter in 
them than in men; and the urethra being 
wider and not fo liable to be obftructed, 
the fymptoms arifing from affections of 
this part are neither fo fevere, nor are they © 
ufually of fuch long continuance. 

On examining the feat of Gonorrhea 
in women, it is often difficult to deter- 
mine whether the difeafe exifts or not, 
and if the patient is inclined to conceal 
any circumftances connected with her 
fituation, it is altogether impoffible to af- 
certain this point with precifion, This 
uncertainty occurs from the fimilarity of 


Gonorrhcea to the matter of fluor albus, a 
difeafe 
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difeafe to which women are fo very liable, 
that, in fome degree, fcarcely any but the 
motft robuft are at alltimes free of it. Be- 
fides a fimilarity in the matter, the heat 
ef urine, and inflammation of the conti- 
guous parts, are often equally fevere in the 
fluor albus as they commonly are in Go- 
norrhoa: | | 

The chief diftin@tion which external ap- 
pearances afford between the two difeafes, 
is, that in fluor albus the matter is of a 
whiter colour than in Gonorrhea. In 
the latter it is fomewhat of a cream colour, 


whereas-in fluor albus it is ufually of a- 


pale white colour, and of a thinner confift- 
ence. Itmuift, however, be acknowledged, 
that thefe means of diftinction are by no 
means fufficient,and that no certainty upon 
this peint can be obtained but by a full 
account being received from the patient 
herfelf of all the circumftances connected 
with the cafe. When a woman is feized 
with heat of urine, and a difcharge of 
matter from the parts of generation, and 
at the fame time admits that thefe fymp- 

toms 


. 
i 
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toms fucceeded to her connection with a 
man labouring under Gonorrhcea, no 
doubt will remain of the nature of the difs 
eafe: but when a patient inclines to con- 
ceal the real caufe of her diforder, no 
means with which we are yet acquainted 
are fufficient to afcertain the difference be- 
tween thefe two difeafes. 

It fortunately however, happens, that 
the remedy which anfwers with moft cer- 
tainty in the one, proves equally power- 
ful in the other: the remedy I allude to is 
an aftringent injection. All the variety of 
injections enumerated in the foregoing fec- 
tions may be ufed with equal propriety here: 
but it is chiefly the vitriolic folution, No. 18, 
upon which much dependence fhould be 
placed. When duly perfevered in, and 
thrown up five or fix times a day, it fel« 
dom fails, in women, to accomplifh a cure 
of Gonorrheea, and it proves equally fuc- 
cefsful, as I have obferved above, in re- 
moving the fluor albus. 

- Where, indeed, the conftitution is much 
debilitated, and where the difcharge is 

Vou. I, M kept 
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kept up by general relaxation of the con- 
ftitution, although injections may remove 
the running, they will not prevent a re- 
turn of it; but from much experience of 
their influence I can recommend them as 
one of the-moft powerful remedies that 
has yet been ufed for this very diftrefsful 
fymptorn, to which a great proportion of 
the fex are liable. 

In females injections may be ufed with 
the greateft freedom, when the difcharge 
proceeds from the vagina; but in throwing 
injections up the urethra more circum- 
fpection is neceflary than is even required 
inmen. The urethra in women being 
fhort, and the fphincter of the bladder 
more eafily forced, if injections are thrown 
up with violence, they will readily pafs 
into the bladder; and as this might be 
productive of much irritation and pain, it 
ought to be carefully guarded againft. 
With proper attention this is eafily done ; 
and as the running proceeds, for the moft 
part, from within half an inch of the ex- 

. . tremity 
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tremity of the urethra, there is no necef- 
fity for throwing injections farther. : 

Where the difeafe is entirely confined: 
to the urethra or vagina a cure may al- 
ways be accomplifhed by injections ; par- 
ticularly if thefe be accompanied with a 
proper attention to diet, and to the ftate 
of the bowels: but where the bladder is 
already affected, other remedies are re- 
quired. The patient muft lefe blood in 
quantities proportioned to her ftrength ; 
the diet fhould be very low; her bowels 
fhould be kept eafy with gentle laxatives ¢ 
and the pain and irritation fhould be lef- 
fened or removed with dofes of opiates 
proportioned to the violence of thefe fymp- 
toms. 

In women the mucous glands of the parts 
affected are apt to inflame, although not fo 
frequently as in men, nor are the confe- 
quences which refult from them fo-apt to 
prove permanent. This may happen from 
none of thefe glands being fo large in wo- 
men: hence, when they fwell from in+ 
AHammiation, they do not arrive at fuch a 
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bulk, and when they fuppurate, the ab- 
{cefles which enfue more eafily heal. They 
are chiefly fituated in the labia pudendi, 
and in the vagina. 

Swellings of this kind in women re- 
quire the fame method of treatment as in 
men. Blood-letting, both general and lo- 
cal, fhould be advifed on the firft appear- 
ance of the tumours, and the parts affect- 
ed fhould be kept covered with a cold fo- 
lution of faccharum faturni in water and 
vinegar. When this fails in preventing 
their increafe, warm emollient cataplafms 
fhould be advifed, in order to forward 
fuppuration ; and this taking place, the tu- 
mour fhould be laid open with a free in- 
cifion from one end to the other. 

Where tumours of this kind arrive ata 
larger fize than ufual, I have, in different 
inftances, both in men and women, dif- 
charged the matter by the introdudtion of 
afeton. But as fetons are not eafily ma- 
naged in this fituation, the mode of open- 
ing them by incifion fhould be preferred ; 
and it will commonly be found that it an- 
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fwers beft to lay the abfcefs open through 
its whole length. 

In the treatment of Gonorrhcea in wo- 
men there are fome who uniformly pre- 
{cribe mercury, although they never ad- 
vile itin men. ‘This they do from an 
idea of its being more frequently connect- 
ed with Lues Venerea in women than in 
men. 

I have not found, however, that this is 
the cafe, or that there is caufe for mercury 
being given for this difeafe in women 
more than in men. Gonorrhcea often takes 
place in women as it doesin men, along 
with Lues Venerea: in fuch circumftances 
mercury muft no doubt be employed ; but 
by no means on account of the Gonor- 
rheea. So far as my obfervation goes, the 
difeafe is to be cured in both fexes in the 
fame manner, chiefly, as I have already 
remarked, by the ufe of aftringent injec- 
tions. 

It happens, indeed, in women, as it does 
in men, that Gonorrhea, particularly the 
milder forms of the difeafe, will difappear 

WE ae whether 
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whether injections are ufed or not. This, 
in former times, was attributed to the pur- 
gative, demulcent, and aftringent medi- 
cmes, which in all'cafes were ufed in large 
quantities; but by later experience we 
know that none of thefe remedies are ne- 
ceflary, and that the difeafe difappears as 
foon, and with as much certainty, where 
none of them are employed, merely by 
keeping the parts clean, with a proper at- 
tention to regimen. 

In {peaking of cleanlinefs 1 it is proper to 
remark, that both in men and women it 
ought at all times to be inculcated, parti- 
cularly in women, where.the matter of 
Gonorrhcea is very apt to become acrid, 
and excoriate the parts to which it is ap- 
plied, 

' Attention to this circumftance is often 
advifed, on the fuppofition of chancres 
being likely to occur from the matter of 
Gonorrhcea, where it is allowed to reft 
Jong upon any particular fpot. Whatever 
excites attention to cleanlinefs will here 
prove ufeful ; but no practitioner of obfer- 
; vation 
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vation will now admit that the advantages 
arifing from it proceed from this caufe. 
Were this the cafe, excoriations produced. 
in this manner would not heal without 
the ufe of mercury ; whereas we all know, 
that affections of this kind, proceeding 
from the matter of Gonorrhcea, never re- 
quire mercury, and that they heal eafily 
merely by bathing the parts frequently, 
and preventing the matter from refting 
upon them in future. 


SECTION XI, 


Recapitulation, 


Have thus finifhed the obfervations I 
had to offer on Gonorrhcea as it ap- 
pears both in the male and female patient ; 
‘but it may not be improper in this place, by 
| M 4 a 
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a fhort and general recapitulation, to bring 
the fubject into one point of view. 


1. From the arguments ftated in differ- 
ent parts of the preceding fections it ap- 
pears that Gonorrhoea is a local difeafe, 
proceeding from a fpecific contagion, and 
not neceffarily connected with any other, 


2. That the difcharge of matter which 
takes place is not the effect of ulceration, 
but proceeds from an inflamed {ftate of 
the urethra and contiguous parts. 


3. That this inflammation, while con- 
fined to the membrane of the urethra, 
particularly to the parts near to the extre- 
mity of the penis, 1s never productive of 
any aiarming fymptom: a difcharge of 
matter, accompanied with ardor urine, 
and fome flight degree of Chardee, being 
almoft the only ones that take place. 


4. That the difeafe is always formid- 
able in proportion to the depth of parts 
that are affected, the fymptoms which oc- 

cur 
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cur being more or lefs violent, and pro- 
dudtive of more or lefs hazard, according 
as the inflammation has reached to Cow- 
per’s glands, the proftate gland, or to the 
bladder. 


5. That in the cure of Gonorrhcea no 
advantage is derived from mercury, or 
any remedy acting altogether upon the 
conftitution. The difeafe being entirely 
local no medicine proves ufeful but fuch 
as act directly upon the parts affected. 


6. That where the membrane of the 
urethra is alone affected, no remedy proves 
fo fuccefsful as aftringent injections*, 


7. That thefe injections, in order to act 
with fafety and advantage, mutt be thrown 
up with much caution, and repeated from 
fix to eight or ten times a day, at the 
commencement of the difeafe; lefs fre- 
quently as the difcharge leflens, and at 
laft, in a gradual manner, laid entirely 


afide. 


* Vide Numbers 18 and x9 in the Appendix. 
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8. But although inje@tions of this de- — 
{cription may be ufed with fafety in all 
cafes of Gonorrhoea where the membrane 
of thé urethra only is affected, that they 
are never employed but with much rifk 
of doing harm where the inflammation 
has reached to Cowper’s glands, to the 
proftate gland, or to the bladder. 


9. That the greateft attention is there- 
fore required in diftinguifhing between 
the different {tages of Gonorrhea; thewant 
of this having, with fome practitioners, 
brought the ufe of .injections into difcre- 
dit, when the fault did not lye in the re- 
medy, but in the improper application of 
it. 


10. That in all ftates of the difeafe, 
where the inflammation has gone farther 
than the membrane of the urethra, inftead 
of wifhing to remove the difcharge, we 
fhould rather endeavour to folicit a greater 
flow of it; the running, in fuch circum- 
ftances, being only a fecondary object, 

when 
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when compared with the confequences 
which are apt to enfue from inflammation 
proceeding toa great height. For the more 
certain prevention of which, blood-letting, 
both general and local, are particularly 
ufeful on the firft approach of fuch fymp- 
toms as indicate an affection, either of the 


mucous glands of the urethra, the proftate 
gland, or bladder, 


11. That when, notwithftanding of 
blood-letting, a low regimen, and other 
parts of an antiphlogiitic courfe, tumours 
form in Cowper’s glands, or in any other 
parts contiguous to the urethra, and when 
fuppuration occurs in them, the matter 
fhould be immediately difcharged by an 
incifion of a fuflicient fize, and the fore 
treated in the ufual way: 


12. That in affections of the proftate 
gland, which do not give way to blood- 
letting, opium alone is to be depended 
on for relieving the irritation and dif- 
trefs which enfue from them; the pain 
being often fo fevere that no other remedy 

proves 
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proves in any degree ufeful. That opium, 
in thefe cafes, proves always moft effectual 
when applied directly to the parts affected, 
in the form of injection; and that extract of 
hyocyamus may be ufed when it is found 
that the coftivenefs, which ufually refults 
from opium, proves hurtful. 


13. That when the bladder is affected, 
opium or hyocyamus are in like manner 
to be ufed to relieve pain. That uva urft 
is the moft effectual remedy for obviating 
‘the difcharge of vifcid mucus, the ufual 
confequence of inflammation of the blad- 
der, and that the thickening of the coats 
of the bladder, which inflammation, from 
whatever caufe it arifes, is apt to induce, 
has in fome cafes been removed by a gen- 
tle courfe of mercury. 


14. And laftly, 1t appears, that the lead- 
ing fymptoms of Gonorrhoea are fo much 
alike in both fexes, that the general me- 
thod of treatment is fimilar in both: 
only that in women, from the fituation 

and 
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and organization of the parts affected ad- 
mitting of it, injections may at all periods 
of the difeafe be ufed with more freedom 
than in men; an inflamed ftate of the 
bladder being, in women, almoft the only 
circumftance that can take place in Go- 
norrhoea to render injections improper. 


CHAP, 
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Coase TT 


Of the Confequences of Gonorrhea Virulenta. 


SECPPON? [ 


General Remarks on the Confequences of Go- 


norrbea Virulenta. 


LTHOUGH the treatment pointed 

out in the preceding fections for the 

cure of Gonorrhoea will in general prove 
fuccefsful, yet every candid practitioner 

will admit that it is not always fo, and. 

that inftances occur of different fymptoms 

proving obftinate, notwith{tanding a care- 

ful and attentive application of every re- 
medy with which we are acquainted. 


The | 
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The caufes of this failure I have already 
endeavoured to explain. In this part of 
the work I mean to fpeak of the confe- 
quences of Gonorrhcea, fome of which 
are, in moft inftances, the effect of muif- 
management, while others enfue after the 
greateft care and attention in the conduct 
of the cure. _ They are all, however, of a 
local nature, and not neceflarily connected 
with any general difeafe of the conftitu- 
tion. The following is the order in which 
IT mean to treat of them: 

Gleet; feminal weaknefs and impotency; 
ftrictures in the urethra; abfcefles and fif- 
tulz in perineo ; deranged. fenfations in the 
bladder and urethra; {welling of the tef- 
ticle; {welling of the epidydimis and 
{permatic chord ; {wellings of the lympha- 
tic veflels of the penis; {welling of the 
glands in the groin; excoriations of the 
glans and prepuce; phymofis ; paraphymo- 
fis ; warts on the glans, prepuce, and labia 
pudendi. And, laftly, I fhall add a few 
obfervations on what may be termed Go- 

;  norrhea 
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norrhcea Simplex, in which a difcharge 
occurs from the urethra, without any in- 
fectious matter being applied to it. 


SECTION IL, 
Of Gleets. 


AA) EN the difcharge in Gonorrhea 

continues obftinate, after the fymp- 
toms of inflammation are removed, thé 
difeafe is then termed a gleet. 

From this definition we might be led to 
imagine that the import of the term Gleet 
would be clearly and generally underftood, 
and that no rifk could occur of its being 
mifapplied. This, however, is not the 
cafe; for the fymptoms which one pra¢ti- 
tioner confiders as Gleet, are by others 
faid to be Gonorrhecea. Some affert that 
Gleet does not take place till the difcharge 
becomes colourlefs, and refembles mucus ; 

while 
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while others are of opinion that Gonor- 
rhoea changes into Gleet before this change 
of colour is perceptible. 

All agree in this, that Gleet does not 
take place fo long as the difcharge is ca- 
pable of communicating infection ; but no 
precife marks have yet been difcovered by 
which we can judge of this circumftance _ 
with certainty. When the difcharge be- 
comes tranfparent and vifcid, like mucus, 
I believe that no infection will ever en- 
fue from it; but I alfo fuppofe that it is 
often equally harmlefs long before this 
change has appeared in it. By the ufe of 
aftringent injections, demulcents, and 
cooling purgatives ; and, in fome cafes, by 
the lapfe of time alone, the running in 
Gonorrheea will lofe its colour, acquire a 
mucous appearance, and even abate in 
quantity, and yet it will again become 
yellow, and appear in larger quantities 
than at firft. In fuch circumftances the 
difcharge may be confidered as altogether 
deprived of the power of communicating 
infection; at leaft no inftance of the con- 
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trary has ever occurred to me, and I have 
reafon to think, that, in every inftance it 
will be found to prove incffenfive where 
the inflammation by which it was at firft 
induced has been once completely re- 
moved, whatever the method of cure may 
have been by which this was accomplifh- 
ed: while, on the contrary, Iam convinced, 
from a variety of facts which might here 
be enumerated, that fo long as the primary 
inflammation of Gonorrhoza continues, 
however long this may be, the matter pro- 
duced by it 1s equally capable as at firft 
of communicating infection. Admitting, 
therefore, that the running fhould not be 
denominated Gleet, fo long as it is in any 
degree infectious, it is evident that this 
term ought not to be applied to it, tll it 
has become clear and tranfparent, or till 
the inflammation by which it was at firft 
mduced is removed, and of which we can 
only be certain by the ceafing of the pain 
which accompanied the inflammatory 
ftate of the difeafe. The difcharge in 
Gonorrhea frequently difappears altoge- 

ther, 
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ther, and the patient confiders himfelf, 
for the {pace of feveral days, nay, in fome 
inftances, for weeks, as completely cured 3 
when, either by violent exertion on horfe- 
back or on foot, by excefs in drinking, or 
too early connection with women, the 
running will again take place, with every 
mark of a new infection, When the pa- 
tient, however, is con{cious of not having 
expofed himfelf to the rifk of being in- 
fected, he may always confider this reno- 
vated difcharge as of a harmlefs nature, 
provided the inflammation and pain by 
which it was at firft excited had previoufly 
difappeared. Among other proofs of this, 
I might mention various inftances of mar- 
ried men, who, from Gonorrhoea con- 
tracted in youth, have frequently, during 
life, from one or other of the caufes I have 
mentioned, experienced frequent returns 
of this difcharge, who, in this fituation, 
have had frequent connection with their 
wives, without communicating the dif 
eafe. In fome of thefe the difcharge will 
be abfent. for feveral weeks, nay, for 
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months together; while in others it has 
not difappeared for more than two or three 
days at once, ne the {pace of twenty 
years. 

In all of them, upon its firft recurrence, 
it has exactly the appearance of a new in- 
fection ; but the event foon fhews it to be 
materially different. If aftringent injec- 
tions are employed, they, for the moft part, 
put an immediate ftop to the running ; 
and, when left to itfelf, the matter becomes 
more quickly colourlefs than it ever does 
in a recent cafe of Gonorrhea. 

In one inftance, a gentleman applied to 
me in a ftate of the greateft diftrefs, the day 
after his marriage. He came upwards of 
twenty miles from the country, with every 
appearance ofa recent clap; which, he af- 
fured me, had broke out that very morn- 
ing, although no appearance of an infec- 
tion, under which he formerly laboured, 
bad been perceived for upwards of three — 
months, nor had he, during that period, 
been expofed to the rifk of getting a new 
one. This, in the ftate of temporary 

frenzy, 
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frenzy, under which I found him, led to 
the diftrefsful idea of his having been in- 
fected during the preceding night, by his 
newly married wife. I aflured him that 
this was impoflible ; for that, independent 
of the furety which he derived from the 
unblemifhed chara&er of his wife, no in- 
fection could have appeared with fuch 
violence in fuch a fhort {pace of time ; and 
on hearing that he formerly laboured un- 
der Gleet, I alfo ventured to fay, that the 
difcharge would probably difapp ear al- 
moift as fuddenly as its approach had been 
rapid. My prediction proved traders lt 
immediately threw up a vitriolic injection, , 
and caufed him repeat it three or four 
times in the courfe of a few hours.. By 
five or fix o'clock in the afternoon nothing 
but a flight oozing from ie yrethra was 
perceptible; I furnifhed him with more 
of the injection, and he went home per- 
fectly fatisfied in the evening. 
This happened feveral years ago, and the 
fame appearances have uniformly recurred 
fince that period, upon every connection 
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with his wife, but no infection has ever 
been communicated to her. For a con- 
fiderable time he always had recourfe to 
the injection on the running taking place, 
but at laft, being perfetly convinced of 
its being perfectly harmlefs, he allowed it 
to goon; fo that for thefe laft three or 
four years, he has feldom been many days 
together free of it. 

But although patients, from being long 
accuftomed to this difcharge, come to find 
that it does not communicate infection, 
ftill they can never look upon it with in- 
difference; they all find it troublefome 
and diftrefsful, and are therefore, at times, 
anxious to get free of it. When, at the 


fame time we confider, that a long conti- 
nued Gleet is apt to lay the foundation of 
fome very obftinate and perplexing affec- 
tions of the urethra, it will at once appear, 
that in every inftance, this fymptom me- 

rits our ferious attention. 
Gleet feems evidently to arife from dif- 
ferent caufes, requiring different modes 
of 
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of treatment: it will therefore be proper 
to confider them feparately. 


1. The moft frequent variety of Gleet 
fucceeds to the firft ftage of Gonorrhea, 
in which we do not fuppofe that the ori-~ 
ginal inflammation proceeded farther than 
the urethra itfelf, or the {mall mucous 
glands immediately emptying into it. 

When the cure of this variety of Go- 
norrhoea is interrupted, either by impro- 
per treatment, or by negligence on the part 
of the patient, and when the difcharge is 
thereby allowed to go on for any unufual 
length of time, Gleet is thus frequently 
produced. Aftringent injections will, for 
the moft part indeed, put a {top to the run- 
ning, but the flighteft excefs very com~- 
monly excites a return of it. 

This variety of the difeafe we conclude 
to proceed from relaxation and debility in 
the parts firft affected, and that the obfti- 
nacy with which it often continues de- 
pends upoma farther degree of weaknefs, 
induced in thefe parts by the longer con- 
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tinuance of the running; by which it 
would appear to have a power, 1f not coun- 
teracted, of continuing or pr opagating it- 
feltF 

By fome, this idea of Gleet proceeding 
in any inftance from weaknefs, is ridi- 
culed; and as the fuggéftion comes from 


very re{pectable authority I think it right 


to take notice of it*. 

Mr. Hunter obferves, that by ranches 
cal weaknefs 1s underftood the not being 
able to perform fome action, or fuftain 
fome force ; by animal weaknefs the fame; 
but he cannot underitand the expreflion 
when applied to an animal performing an 
uncommon, or an additional action, as 
feems from the quantity of matter dif- 
charged, to happen in Gleet. 

This opinion appears to be founded upon 
the idea of an increafed difcharge being 
always the confequence of an increafed 
a¢tion in the veflels of the part from 


whence it proceeds ; and it originates from | 


* Vide Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe, by John Hun- 
ter, Pp. 100. | patie 
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his not difcriminating between general 
debility and local relaxation, or lofs of 
tone in a particular part. 

Although an increafed difcharge in the - 
veffels of any part would feem to imply 
an increafed action in thefe veflels, yet the 
reverfe of this will, I believe, in moft in- 
{tances, be found to happen; and that af- 
fections of this nature proceed chiefly, if 
not entirely, from local debility. Lofs of 
tone in the exhalents will neceflarily pro- 
duce a more copious difcharge of their 
contents than will probably happen while 
their power of, retention remains entire. 
Were thefe veflels unconnected with the 
reft of the fyftem this would not take 
place; but connected as they are with the 
arterial fy{tem, while the vis a tergo re- 
mains the fame, any partial debility to 
which they may be lable, muift, perhaps 
univerfally, be attended with a preterna- 
tural efiufion of their contents. 

There is much reafon to fuppofe, from 
the phenomena which.occur in inflamma- 
tion, that an increaied action takes place 

iy 
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in the vefiels of the part affected: but du- 


ring the exiftence of this increafe of tone, 
we commonly find that, in Gonorrhea, 
the difcharge is not fo confiderable as it 
afterwards becomes when the fymptoms 
of inflammation abate. Nay, it is univer- 
fally known that the running is apt to 
ftop entirely when the parts affected in- 
flame to a greater degree than ufual, and 
that nothing fo readily folicits a return of 
it as the removal of this inflammation, by 
the ufe of emollient injections. 

This is an argument of fome import~ 
ance in favour of our opinion, and it is 
farther confirmed by the nature of all the 
remedies which we employ in Gleet, 
which are either of an aftringent, ftrength- 
ening kind, or confift of ftimulating in- 
jeCtions, and other applications of a fimi- 
lar nature, which feem to act by exciting 
an encreafed exertion in the veflels of the 
affected parts, by which they are enabled 
to refift the action of the arterial fy ftem 
from behind. 

I there- 
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I therefore confider it as clear and de- 
cided that this variety of Gleet proceeds 
from relaxation and debility of the exha- 
lents of the urethra, and, perhaps, of the 
excretory ducts of the {maller mucous 
glands of that paflage. | 

_ This opinion of Gleet being connected 
with debility, may indeed be carried too 
far, as happens, I believe, daily in com- 
mon practice. Where Gleet has run on 
for any length of time, many think that 
it has either at firft proceeded in a great 
meafure from general weaknefs of the con- 
{titution, or that it has tended to excite fuch 
a general degree of debility as will effec- 
tually obftructevery attempt towards acure, 
till this {tate of the fyftem be removed. 

Hence the patients are with much care 
and anxiety enjoined the ufe of bark, fteel, 
and other tonics, with a view to remove 
the general debility; while lefs attention 
is ufually given to the real caufe of the 
difeafe, the local relaxation of the parts 
originally affected, 

"That 
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That general weaknefs often takes place 
in Gleet, and that it may even be induced 
by a long continuance of the difcharge, 
will not be denied ; but I have much rea- 
fon to think, that in practice, this idea is 
often carried farther than it ought to be 
This muft neceflarily be the cafe when- 
ever it makes us lofe fight, as I have ob- 
ferved above, of the real origin of the dif- 
eafe; but there is alfo caufe to imagine, 
that in giving additional vigour to the fy- 
{tem at large, we tend to encreafe the dif 
charge by the urethra, unlefs the tone of 
the parts which have been more parti- 
cularly weakened be at the fame time re- 
{tored. The reafon of this has been ex- 
plained above, and I have often had evi- 
dent proofs of the hurtful tendency of the 
practice; by which, while the patient, 
from the effects of fea-bathing, a full diet, 
and the ufe of tonics, was daily getting 
more full in flefh than he was before, the 
difeafe has evidently been gaining ground, 
from no particular attention being given 

to 
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to the ftate.of the parts from whence the 
running proceeds. 

In a ftate of univerfal debility, whether 
induced by a long continuance of the dif= 
charge, or any other caufe, the greateft at- 
tention ought certainly to be given to it ; 
but what I wifh to inculcate is, that in 
common practice we rather do harm by 
 -confidering this general relaxation of the 
fyftem as the firft object of attention, 
when, in fa¢t,it often either does not take 
place at all, or only in fuch a degree as to 
render it a matter of very trifling import- 
ance, when compared with the difeafe in 
the urethra. | | 

In a great proportion of cafes of this 
variety of Gleet, our attention fhould be 
almoft entirely directed to this affection of 
the urethra; and by experience we find 
that fuch remedies are chiefly to be de+ 
pended on as act direétly upon the feat of 
the difeafe. ; 

A variety of medicines have been em- 
ployed for this purpofe, but they may all 

be 
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_ be comprehended under the two general 
heads of aftringents and ftimulants ; for all 
that have yet been found ufeful in Gleet 
feem either to act by their aftringent pro- 
perties, or by their power of ftimulating 
the parts to which they are applied. 

When aftringent injections have not 
been already employed, they ought, in the 
firft place, to get a full trial; for although 
they do not always prove fuccefsful, yet 
they frequently do fo, and we feldom or 
never find that any rifk enfues from them, 
as fometimes does from ftimulating in- 
jections. 

Any of the aftringent folutions for 
which prefcriptions are given in the Ap- 
pendix, may be employed; but the vitrio- 
lic folution, No. 18, is one of the fafeft; 
and very commonly proves the moft ef- 
fe€tual. In the ufe of all injections of the 
aftringent kind it is neceflary to throw 
them frequently up, not lefs than fix or 
eight times a day. This was particularly 
inculcated in the ufe of injections in Go- 

norrhoea, 
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norrhosa, and it proves equally proper in 
this variety of Gleet. 

But where aftringent injections have al- 
ready been employed for the cure of the 
preceding Gonorrheea, and where there is 
no doubt of a complete trial having been 
given them, in fuch circumftances, as there 
would be no caufe to expect advantage 
from a farther ufe of them, they ought to 
be laid afide. 

In that ftate of the difeafe where a plen- 
tiful difcharge takes place, with little or 
no pain, and where aftringents have been 
employed with no advantage, itimulating 
applications become particularly proper. 

The itimulants we employ are of two 
kinds ; acrid folutions and mixtures in the 
form of injections, and bougies. Which 
ever of them are ufed muft be of fucha 
nature as to {timulate the parts gently to 
which they are applied, but not fo ftrong 
as to excite inflammation in any confider- 
able degree. They prove moft fuccefsful 
where they give only a moderate degree 
of pain and heat in the urethra; fuch as 

1s 
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is felt in the commencement of the firft 
{tage of Gonorrhoea. Initances, indeed; 
often occur of a newly contracted clap car- 
rying off a Gleet that has been of long 
duration ; and as this is always produc- 
tive of fome degree of inflammation, we 
conclude that the remedies employed in 


Gleet muft act in a fimilar manner, Wiz. 


by gently ftimulating and exciting the 
parts to inflame in fuch a degree as expe 
rience thews to prove ufeful. To excite 
violent pain would at all times be impro- 
per, as the inflammation which this would 
produce might go farther than we would 
incline it to do. Much harm, indeed, has 
been done by want of attention to this 


circumftance. A {welled tefticle is notan 


uncommon effe& of it; and I have known 
the inflammation carried to the proftate 


gland and bladder, 


This, however, may always be prevent- 


ed; nor can it ever occur but from great 


inattention. Wherever injections are ufed, 
they fhould at firft be fo weak as to excite 
only a very flight degree of uneafinefs. 

| In 
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In the formule annexed to this they are 
of fuch a ftrength as to act in this man- 
ner in a great proportion of people, al- 
though, in fome inftances, I have found 
them rather weaker than neceflary. An 
addition of ftrength, however, is fo eafily 
given, that at firft they CREE) never to be 
{ftronger. 

One of the beft injections for ordinary 
ufe is a weak folution of corrofive fubli- 
mate in water *. That is,in the proportion 
of an eight part of a grain of the mercury 
to an ounce of water, which 1s as ftrong 
as it ought ever to be ufed at firft; al- 
though I have met with fome, who, in a 
gradual manner, have been brought to 
bear half a grain to an ounce. I know 
that fome have advifed it of a {till greater 
{trength, even to the extent of a grain of 
mercury to the ounce of water; but al- 
though I am in the daily practice of ufing 
this remedy, I never found any perfon 
who could bear it of this ftrength. I 
therefore fufpect that thofe who advifed 
it haye never known it ufed. 

* Vide Appendix, No. 24. 
Vor. I. O) jn have 
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I have taken the more particular notice 
of this, from feveral inftances having fal- 
len within my own obfervation, of very 
pernicious confequences enfuing frem the — 
ufe of injeCtions containing too ereat ty 
proportion of mercury, while no inconve- 


niency arifes from them when not ftronger 
than thofe I have pointed out. 

In fome cafes, where a folution of cor- 
rofive fublimate by itfelf has failed, I have 
kriown the addition of faccharum faturni 
prove ufeful*; and in fome very irritable 
patients, in Whoni even the fmalleft quan- | 
tity of the mercury excited too much pain, 
an addition of mucilage has enabled them 
to bear it. Of this a for rttsla is given in 
the Appendix Tf. 

A, folution of crude fal ammoniact } 
proves fometimes effectual in this ftate of — 
Gleet. The volatile alkali, fuch as fpir- 7 
tus corn. cervi, and {piritus falis ammo- | 
_ faci, properly diluted, make likewife ufe-_ 


* Vide Appendix, No. 25. + No, 26. | 
t. Appendix, No. 27. . 
ful 
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ful injections for this purpofe, as in for- 
mule No. 28 and 29; and verdiegrife, dif- 
folved either in oil; or in fpirit of fal-am- 
moniac, afford alfo a very effectual form 
of injection for the fame purpofe: formu- 
le of thefe laft are given in Nos. 30 and 
31.; and in fome inftances tincture of can- 

tharides, properly diluted; as in No. 32, 
has been found to anfwer. 

Befides the circumftance of afeertaining 
the proper ftrength of thefe injections, a 
good deal of addrefs is required in the ap- 
plication of them. They muft not be em- 
ployed either fo long or fo frequently as 
is required for aftringent injections ; with 
thefe no harm can occur, however fre- 
quently they may be applied; but injec- 
tions of a ftimulating nature fhould not 
be continued longer than is juft neceflary 
for exciting fome degree of pain and in- 
flammation in the affeted parts. 

This being accomplifhed, a few days 
fhould elapfe before any other remedy is 
employed ; for it fometimes happens that 
the running will ftop after thefe {timulat- 

| Oye ing 
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ing injections are laid afide, although, du- 
ring the ufe of them, 1t appeared to be in- 
creafed. But when, after an interval of 
three or four days, this does not appear 
likely to happen, injections of an aftrin- 
gent kind fhould be immediately employ- 
ed, as we have already advifed in the firft 
{tage of Gonorrheea. 

Even thefe will not always fucceed ; for 
it fometimes happens that the running, 
although it may difappear for a few days, 
will yet return again and again; with 
equal violence as at firft. 

In fuch circumftances, the flimulating 
injections muft be again renewed, and the 
inflammation ought now to be excited in 
a degree fomewhat greater than before; 
for | have commonly found that this may 
be done with more fafety in the fubfe- 
quent applications of this remedy ; and in 
the more advanced ftages of Gleet the 
higher the. degree of inflammation that ~ 
can with fafety be excited, the greater 
certainty there is of its proving effectual. 

$i When 
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When injections do not accomplifh a 
cure, we endeavour to effect our purpofe 
by the ufe of bougies. By irritating the 
urethra, bougies anfwer the fame purpofe 
with ftimulating injections ; and, in fome 
inftances, they have appeared to prove 
more effectual, perhaps from the fupport 
which they afford to the parts which have 
been deprived of their tone. ‘This, how- 
ever, does not happen with any kind of 
certainty, infomuch that I always give the 
preference to injections in the firft in- 
{tance, as being lefs formidable in the ap- 
plication to all fuch patients as have not 
been accuftomed to the ufe of bougies. 

Bougies compofed of the moft fimple 
materials, commonly anfwer all that we 
expect from this kind of remedy; but 
when thefe fail in exciting a fufhicient de- 
gree of inflammation, they are eafily ren- 
dered more active by dipping them in oil 
of turpentine, in a thin liniment of wax 
and oil with a fmall proportion of red 
precipitate, or in common bafilicon re- 
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duced with oil of turpentine, to the con= 
fiftence of a liniment. 

I have no reafon to think that mercu- 
rials act in the cure of Gleet in any refpec 
as {pecifics ; but the ftimulus which mer- 
curial ointment gives to the urethra, when 
applied upon bougies, proves often as ef= 


_fe€tual as that from any medicine which 


we employ. [tis proper, however, to ob- 
ferve, that the ointment for this purpofe 
ought to be ftrongly impregnated with 
mercury: there fhould net be lefs than 
equal parts of quickfilver and hog’s-lard; 
and I have fometimes thought that mer- 
cury, extinguifhed by trittrating with 
honey, acts more certainly as a flimulant 
than it ufwally does in the form of an 
ointment. 

If the conftitution has been much de- 
bilitated, we ought, while this application 
of remedies to the difeafed parts is going 
on, to advife a nourifhing, invigorating 
diet. The patient fhould be allowed 
animal food, and a moderate portion of 


red, wine daily ; and in, fuch circumftan-. 


ces 
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ces bark may with propriety be exhibited 
as atonic: but for the reafons I have gi« 
ven above, I have much caufe to think that 
the general practice of giving bark, fteel, 
and other tonics, in every cafe of this kind, 
is by no means well founded, and in many 
inftances that it does harm. 

Some of the {ftimulating aftringent bal- 
fams, given internally, frequently prove 
ufeful here ; probably from their tendency 
to ftimulate in a more particular manner 
the organs of urine than any other part of 
the body. Balfamum copaiba is chiefly 
ufed for this purpofe, but Canada balfam, 
and all the turpentines, may be employed 
with perhaps equal advaritage. Fifteen or 
twenty drops of any of thefe may be given 
three or four times a day. 

A cautious ufe of cantharides has alfo 
proved ferviceable in this variety of Gleet. 
Ten drops of the tincture may be given 
two or three times a day. 

But although fome advantage may be 
derived from all of thefe remedies, when 
employed along with local {tymulants, as 

O 4 we 
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we have advifed above, yet no dependence 
is to be placed upon them when they are 
not conjoined with thefe. This, it may be 
{aid, renders the advantages to be expected 
from them doubtful and equivocal; but 
in different cafes I think I have perceived 
greater advantages from a combination of 
thefe two fets of remedies, than ufually oc- 


curs from a feparate ufe of either of them. . 


Cold bathing is a remedy commonly 
advifed in Gleets, and where the conftitu- 
tion is fo much debilitated as to require 
attention, it will very generally anfwer a 
good purpofe ; otherwife no advantage can 
probably accrue from it, if it be not from 
the local application of cold to the parts 
chiefly affected. In this view, the daily 
effufion of cold water upon the penis, and 
the bathing of the perineum, proves fome- 
times ufeful. 


2. The next moft frequent variety of 
Gleet fucceeds to the fecond ftage of Go- 
norrhoea, After all the fymptoms excited 
by thesactual prefence of inflammation 

| have 
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have fubfided, this variety of the difeafe 


is very apt to terminate in Gleet. | 

In the third fection of the laft chapter 
I endeavoured to fhew, that in this ftage 
of Gonorrhea, Cowper’s glands are chiefly 
affected, and that they afford a great pro- 
portion of all the matter that is difcharged. 
Any inflammation which occurs along 
with this in the membrane of the urethra, 
is, for the moft part, eafily removed, fo 
that the Gleet, which often fucceeds, pro- 
ceeds either altogether, or nearly fo, from 
the cavities of thefe glands. 

Gleet, proceeding from this caufe, is, 
for the moft part, eafily diftinguifhed from 
that which we have defcribed as the firft 
or moit frequent variety of the difeafe. In 
this laft the matter ufually proceeds from 
within an inch, or little more, of the glans, 
or when parts farther back are affeCted, 
the difcharge is forced off from them by 
very gentle preflure upon the perineum: 
but, in the other, the matter is, in every 
inf{tance, found to proceed from the upper 
part of the urethra; a greater degree of 

pref- 


204 Of Gleets: ‘Ch. OT; 


preffuré upon the perineum is neceflary 
to force it out; and fome degree of ful- 
nefs, accompanied with irritation, and 
even pain, is experienced on the perineum 
being prefled upon for this purpofe. 

We are alfo aflitted in the diagnofis by 
the hiftory of the preceding Gonorrheea ; 
for it will be uniformly found that the 
firft variety of Gleet has fucceeded to the 
firft ftaze of Gonorrhoea, and that the fe- 
cond ftage of Gonorrhcea has given rife to 
that which we are now confidering. 

In the treatment of Gleet it is of im- 
portance to have this difference afcertatn- 
ed, for the remedies which commonly ac- 
complifh a cure in the one, are ufed in the 
other either without any advantage what- 
ever, or even with evident proofs of doing 
harm. Thus, although in the firft vari- 
ety of Gleet we depend fo much upon fti- 
mulating injections, that a cure in moft 
inftances cannot be accomplifhed without 
thei ; in ‘the other, where the larger 
glands of the urethra are affected, they 
very commonly render every fymptom 

worle 
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worfe than it was before. ‘They at leatt 
do fo where the injection is of fuch a 
{trength as to excite pain and inflamma- 
tion; and if weaker than this, it may be 
ufed for an indefinite length of time, with- 
out any effect refulting from it. The 
glands opening into the urethra being here 
the feat of the difeafe, aftringent injec- 
tions, applied as we have elfewhere ob-« 
ferved, to their excretory ducts, may pro» 
duce a temporary {toppage of the dif 
charge; but, as they do not reach the cavie 
ties of the glands, no permanent advantage 
can be expected from them. While, 
again, when an injection is ufed of fuch a 
frength as to excite inflammation upon 
the ends of thefe ducts, it is very apt to 
produce {wellings in the glands themfelves, 
which at lait commonly terminate in fup- 
puration, to the great diftrefs and difap- 
pointment both of the patient and -practi- 
tioner. 

Whenever it is therefore difcovered 
with certainty, that this variety of Gleet 
exifts, injections fhould be no longer em- 

ployed}; 
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ployed; or when, for the fatisfaction of 
the patient, a farther trial of this remedy 
becomes neceflary, fuch preparations only 
fhould be ufed as are moderately aftrin- 
gent. 

In fuch circumftances bougies, and blif- 
ters to the perineum, are the moft effectual 
remedies I have ever employed. The 
bougies fhould be of the mildeft kind, 
fuch as ftimulate the parts gently, without 


exciting inflammation. By this, and by 


the fupport which their fize and form af- 
ford to the weakened parts, they often 


prove highly ferviceable ; and even when — 


they do prove more powerfully ftimulat- 
ing than we may have wifhed or expected, 
they do not fo readily do harm as injec- 
» tions; for the inflammation with which 
this may be attended is always accompa- 
nied with an‘inftantaneous difcharge of 
matter, by which the inconvenience that 
otherwife might refult from them is very 
effectually prevented. 

Bougies ought, for every purpofe, to be 


as large as the capacity of the urethra will — 


admit ; 
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admit; but their being of a full fize is 
more particularly neceflary in this variety 
of Gleet than for any other malady ; for it 
is chiefly by their fize that they prove ufe- 
ful here. , 

In moft inftances of this kind 1t appears, 
in the courfe of a few days, whether bou- 
gies are to be of fervice or not; but no 
permanent advantage 1s ever to be expect- 
ed from them if they are not continued 
for a confiderable time. When the difeafe 
has been of long duration, the bougies 
ought to. be applied for the fpace of ten 
or twelve weeks, and not even defifted 
from then if the cure be not compleated. 
It is proper, however, to obferve, that af- 
ter bougies have been ufed for fuch a 
length of time as ought to accomplifh a 
cure, they fhould from time to time be laid 
afide, that the effects produced by them 
may be difcovered; for while they are 
daily introduced we can never know with 
certainty whether any difcharge which 
takes place is the effect of the difeafe, or 
- of the irritation which they excite ; as bou- 
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gies can never be applied for any length 
of time together, not even to a found ure- 
thra, without being found covered with 
matter, or with mucus in the form of 
matter, on their being withdrawn. 

When bougies fail, a blifter applied 
over the whole perineum fometimes proves 
ferviceable. Whether it is by the ftimu- 
lus which they give to the parts affected, 
or by they difcharge which they excite, is 
uncertain ; for in fome an eyident advan- 
tage enfues upon the firft or fecond day 
from their application, and before any 
quantity of difcharge can have occurred, 
while in others no effect is obferved to re- 
fult from them till the fecond, third, or 
perhaps, fourth blifter has been applied, 
In a few inftances, fome advantage has ap- 
peared to be derived from a {mall portion 
of the bliftered part heing kept open with 

epifpaftic ointment, which, in two cafes of 
much’ obftinacy, led me to advife the in- 
trodudtion of a {mall feton on one fide of 
the perineum; but although this feemed 
likewife to leflen the difcharge, the advan- 
rage 
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tage derived from it was neither fo great 
nor fo obvious as to compenfate the very 
difagreeable nature of the remedy. 

In very obftinate cafes of this variety of 
Gleet, the patient will frequently be found 
to be of a ferophulous confutution. If 
the difeafe has not already appeared in a 
more evident manner in other parts of the 
body, it will at leaft often happen that the 
glands of the neck, and other fufpicious 
parts, will appear to be tumefied, and that 
the complexion of the patient, which ig 
commonly delicate, gives much caufe ta 
conclude that the fy{tem 1s not free of it. 

In fuch circumftances, all the remedies 
ufually employed in fcrophula will, from 
time to time, be advifed. Bark and hem- 
lock have fometimes proved ufeful here; 
but no remedy that has yet been employ- 
ed in fcrophula is in any degree equal to 
fea-bathing. 


In enumerating the different varieties 
of Gleet, I have proceeded in the order in 
which they moft frequently appear. The — 

next 
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next of which I fhall take notice proceeds 
from ftrictures in the urethra. 

In an-enfuing fection I thall find it ne- 
ceflary to enter more minutely upon the 
_confideration of venereal ftri€tures in the 
urethra: at prefent, therefore, it feems 
only requifite to fay, that they are to be 
coniidered as a veryfrequent caufe of Gleet. 
The-fpongy furface of the fubftance from 
which thefe ftrictures are produced 1s 
very apt to become tender and excoriated. 
A flight degree of ulceration thus takes 
place, which continues to give out matter 
while any degree of the ftricture remains, 
and where the extent of the difeafe is con- 
fiderable, this of itfelf would afford a 
very copious difcharge; but befides this, 
the remora which every ftricture pro- 
duces, of urine and mucus between the 
part on which it is feated and the bladder, 
acts as a very powerful caufe of irritation, 
and in this manner renders the difcharge 
more abundant than we almoft ever find 
it to. be in Gleet, proceeding from any 


other caufe. 
Where 
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Where ftrictures are not fufpected as the 
caufe of the difcharge, as often happens 
where the obftruction to the flow of urine 
is not remarkably great, the patient as 
well as the furgeon is apt to be deceived, 
and to proceed daily with the plan of ef- 
fecting a cure by injections, balfam of co- 
paiba, and other aftringents. None of 
thefe remedies, however, have any infiu- 
ence,..and the difcharge, after many years 
continuance, is found to be nearly in the 
fame {ftate, either as bad, or perhaps worfe, 
than at firft. Of this every practitioner 
muft have met with inftances, and they 
always prove the fource of much perplexi- 
ty and embarrafiment. 

In every cafe, therefore, whete Gleet re= 
fifts the ufual remedies, and is thus parti- 
cularly obftinate, 1t ought to be our firft 
object to afcertain the real ftate of the ure- 
thra, and to learn whether ftrictures are 
prefent in it or not. In fome cafes this 
will at once be known from the ftate of 
the fymptoms obtained from the patient, 
as well as from external examination of. 
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the urethra from the point of the penis to 
the fundament. This, however, will only 
happen in the more fevere degrees of the 
difeafe. Where the ob{truction is flight, it 
may, as we have already obferved, pafs 
unnoticed; fo that in all fuch circum- 


ftances, and where there is any caufe for 
doubt, the paflage fhould be examined 


with a bougie, by which alone any cer- 
tainty upon this point can be obtained. 


When the exiftence of ftricture is df= — 


covered, all other remedies ought at once 
to be laid afide, and the cure trufted en- 
tirely to bougies. Hereafter we fhall have 
_occafion to {peak more particularly of bou~ 
gies; at prefent we need only fay, that 
they are the only remedy upon which we 
can depend for the removal of ftrictures, 
and that they very commonly prove effec- 
tual when duly perfifted in. 

When the difcharge proceeds entirely 
from {trictures, it will, for the moft part, 


foon fubfide on thefe being removed ; but - 


when it continues more than a few days 


after the bougies are withdrawn, it will 


be 
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be proper to employ aftringent injections 
in order to carry it off. Lime-water an 
fwers well: for this particular purpofe, 
indeed, it anfwers better than any other 
form of injection I have tried, but it re- 
quires to be diluted with an equal quan- 
tity of common water, 


4. The laft variety of Gleet of which 
we have to take notice proceeds from a 
{welled ftate of the proftate gland, and 
fucceeds, as we have already had occafion 
to fee, to the third flage of Gonorrhoea 
Virulenta. 

In treating of Gonorrhoea the fymptoms 
were enumerated by which affections of 
the proftate gland may be difcovered ; but 
we have no certain means of knowing to 
what extent it may be {welled but by ex- 
amination with the finger in ano: 

Befides the inconveniency which occurs 
here from the difcharge itfelf, and which 
is common to this with every variety of 
Gleet, there 1s always a good deal of un- 
eafinefs,and even pain, produced by the 

| Pa {wells 
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{welling of this gland, which excites a 
more frequent defire to pafs water than 
any other variety of the difeafe, together 
with a fenfation of heat and fulnefs over: 
the whole parts contiguous to the anus. 
The tenefmus which often takes place is 
alfo a very troublefome fymptom. 

Gleet, proceeding from this caufe, is 
fometimes combined with other varieties 
of the difeafe, particularly with that which 
was laft defcribed. In this cafe the dif- 
charge has moft frequently the appearance 

of being a mixture of pus and mucus ; but 
when the running proceeds entirely from 
an affection of the proftate gland, it is 
thinner than purulent matter, and, al- 
though fometimes tinged of a white or yel- 
Jow colour, it 1s more frequently of the 
confiftence and colour of mucus. This 
makes it often be miftaken for a difcharge 
of femen. 

No injections are of any utility in this 
variety of Gleet; nor is any advantage 
derived from bougies. On the contrary, 
they are both apt to do harm, particularly 
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a perfeverance in the ufe of them; a prac- 
tice which thofe not accuftomed to this 
branch of bufinefs are very apt to fall into. 
swellings of this gland are very common- 
ly attended with fome degree of obftruc- 
tion to the paffage of urine, and when this 
is miftaken for ftrictures, as often happens, 
bougies are immediately advifed in order 
to remove it. 

Bougies, however, never prove ufeful 
here: on the contrary, they very com- 
monly irritate the gland to fuch a degree, 
as to excite both an increafe of the pain 
and of the difcharge. 

Opiates are the remedies upon which 
we place moft dependence. By allaying 
irritation, they not only keep the patient 
free from pain, but in doing fo they tend 
more than any other remedy to leflen the 
difcharge. It muft, however, be acknow- 
ledged, that they act chiefly as palliatives ; 
but the mere prevention of pain is a point 
of no {mall importance in a difeafe which 
otherwife is apt to render the patient nu- 
ferable. In {peaking of affections of this 

Bas gland 
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gland in the third ftage of Gonorrhea, I 
advifed opiates to be ufed in clyfters, in- 
ftead of being taken by the mouth. They 
do not, in this form, fo readily induce 
ficknefs, and they ufually prove more ef- 
fectual in relieving pain. 

In feveral inftances, where no great ad- 
vantage was derived from all the quantity 
of laudanum that durft be given by the 
mouth, patients have been kept eafy by a 
grain or two of opium diffolved in a fmall 
quantity of mucilage, and thrown, from 
time to time, into the rectum. 

Where this difeafe occurs in fcrophu- 
lous conflitutions, an occurrence by no 
means uncommon, hyocyamus, cicuta, 
and fea-bathing, are the remedies ufually 
employed; and although they do not of- 
ten accomplifh a cure where the gland is 
much f{welled, yet they frequently aftord 
relief; and flighter degrees of the difeafe 
have, in fome inftances, been removed by 
them entirely. 

Some practitioners, as I have already 
bad occafion to remark, give mercury in 

te every 
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évery variety of Gleet, but I have never 
known any advantage derived from it, 
and where the proftate gland is affected it 
very commonly does harm, 

As I have mentioned above, that in 
Gleet proceeding from ftrictures in the 
urethra, fome flight degree of ulceration: 
takes place, it may be imagined that mer- 
cury ought in fuch inftances to prove ufe- 
ful, from its well known powers of heal- 
ing venereal ulcers. It is not, however, 
found to promote the cure of thefe ulcera- 
tions; a circumftance that may be con- 
fidered as a farther proof of the difference 
between Gonorrhcea Virulenta and Lues 
Venerea ; for if affections of this kind were 
induced by the matter of Lues Venerea, 
mercury would feldom fail in curing them, 
while no other remedy would ever prove 
fuccefsful. But, inftead of this, I have 
repeatedly found, that no advantage is de- 
rived from mercury in the treatment of 
this fymptom, while bougies, when pro- 
perly managed, very caves prove ef- 
fe@ual, 

Pg What 
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What we have hitherto faid upon the 
fubject of Gleet relates chiefly to the dif- 
eafe as it occurs in men, it being in them 
both more frequent, and of much more 
difficult treatment than it ufually is in 
women. | 

. We often meet with it, however, in wo- 
men ; but it is proper to remark, that it is 
eRe difficult to diftinguifh it from 
fluor albus, as in a former fe€tion we have 
obferved Gonorrheea to be. Referring to 
what was then faid upon the means of 
diftinguifhing between the two difeafes, 


we thail at prefent proceed fhortly to ob~ | 


ferve, that in women we depend entirely 
for the cure of Gleet upon a proper per- 
feverance in the ufe of injections. When 
after a due continuance of fuch as we 
reckon aftringent*, if the difcharge ftill 
continues, thofe of a {timulating nature 
fhould be employed, particularly Nos. 24 
anda2 5. 

When the difeafe is feated in the vagina, 
as is generally the cafe, thefe injections 


* Vide Appendix, Nos. 18, 19, and 20. 
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may be thrown up with freedom; but 
when the difcharge proceeds from the 
urethra they ought, on account of the con- 
tiguity of the bladder, as we had occafion 
to remark in a former fection, to be thrown 
up with much caution. 

In women I have fometimes found that 
a Gleet has proceeded from ulceration 
within the verge of the vagina. In fuch 
inftances injections have little or no in- 
fluence; and as fores of this kind are 
commonly connected with Lues Venerea, 
they can only be cured by a courfe of 
mercury. 

It is proper, however, to remark, that 
women are liable, as men are, to excoria- 
tions from the acrimonious nature of the 
matter of Gonorrheea. A difcharge of 
matter from this caufe will be moft readi- 
ly cured by aftringent injections, or bath- 
ing the parts with lime-water, or a fatur- 
nine folution. 

I have never known the real venereal 
ftricture occur in women. Excreffences 
form in the urethra from other caufes ; 

but 
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but ftricture from Gonorrheea muft ne- 
ceflarily, in this fex, be a rare occurrence. 
ifs itis ever met with, bougies muft here, 
“asin men, be depended upon for a cure. 


SECTION Il, 
Of Impotency from Seminal Weaknefs. 


KE here mean by impotency a depri- 
vation of the power of propagating 
the {pecies. 

This may proceed from various caufes ; 
but it is that variety of it only which is 
utually fuppofed to arife from weaknefs 
in the feminal veflels that we are now to 
confider. 


It is an occurrence which, in young 
people, either in idea or reality, takes place 
daily ; and as it proves at all times a fource 
of is anxiety and diftrefs, it necefla- 

rily 
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rily becomes a frequent object of attention 
to practitioners. A degree of debility in- 
ducing want of retention in the feminal 
veffels is, no doubt, occafionally met with; 
but the ftrong defire which Nature has 
wifely implanted in all men to be com- 
plete and entire, in whatever relates to the 
propagation of his {pecies, 1s often, in early 
youth, the caufe of much ill-founded fot 
picion om this poimt, and of circumftances 
refpecting it being confidered as real whic'x 
never took place. 

Thus there 1s nothing more common 
than young people fuppofing they are 
weak and debilitated, on perceiving an 
oozing of mucus from the urethra, or 2 
difcharge of femen when at ftool. The 
firft, however, 1s natural to many when in 
full health, and where no fufpicion of 
weaknefs exifts; and the latter, or a dif 
charge of femen, muft at all times be the 
confequence of hardened fceces compref- 
fing the veficule feminales, when thef@ 
vellels are full of femen. But fufpicion 
en this point being once awake, it is often 


difficult, 
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difficult, and fometimes impoffible, to re- 
move it; infomuch that many have been 
rendered miferable by this alone, where 
no veftige of difeafe exifted. 

It is confidered as one of the moft cer- 
tain proofs of weaknefs in the feminal vef- 
fels when a difcharge of femen inftantly 
fucceeds to an erection, or, perhaps, to an 
imperfect degree of it. But this may alfo 
happen from a fiate of over-excitement in 
the other parts of generation, and I alfo 
believe that it often occurs from the femi- 
nal fluid being colleed in too great quan~ 
tity in the vificule feminales. I have 
reafon indeed to imagine, as will appear 
in the fequel, that this is the moft fre- 
quent caufe of all fuch affections. | 

It may be faid, if the difeafe exifts, and 
the patientis rendered completelyimpotent, 
that the caufe of his being fo is a point of 
little importance. It will appear, however, 
that this is by no means the cafe; for while 
real impotency is in a great proportion of 
cafes to be confidered as incurable, we 
have it in our power, perhaps, in moft 

ie 
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inftances of approach to this ftate, to 
accomplifh a cure. 

In the laft fection we have feen that 
Gleet proceeds at one time from an affec- 
tion of the glands in other parts of the 
urethra, but in fome cafes that it arifes 
from a {welling of the proftate gland. 
When this exifts for any length of time, 
we find that not only the duét of the pro 
{tate gland becomes weak and relaxed, 
but that a lofs of tone takes place in fome 
of the contiguous parts, particularly in the 
excretory ducts of the veficule feminales ; 
infomuch that a great proportion of all 
who have long laboured under Gleet from 
affections of this gland, have likewife been 
Hable, in fome degree, to feminal weak- 
nefs. It is well known that long conti- 
nued Gleets are often the caufe of Impo- 
tency. For the moft part, it is fuppofed, 
that this happens from the general debi- 
lity which they induce. - In fome inftan- 
ces this may be the cafe; but I have much 
reafon to think that they act much more 
frequently by inducing a local weaknefs » 

only 
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only in the parts deftined for the recep- 
tion of the femen. This I conclude to be 
the cafe from this kind of debility taking 
place where there is no appearance what- 
ever of general weaknefs, for inftances of- 
ten occur in conftitutions apparently firm 
and healthy, of fuch degrees of weaknefs 
in the feminal organs, that emiffions take 
place, not merely from partial erections 
and lafcivious ideas, but from the ordi- 
nary fri€tion applied to the penis in riding 
and walking, and, in fome inftances, from 
the effet of heat alone, whether excited 
by wine, exercife, or fitting near a fire. 

In people who have fuffered much from 
frequent returns of Gonorrhcea, particu- 
larly where Gleet has taken place from 
the caufe I have mentioned, I have known 
feveral inftances of the femen running off 
by the flighteft application of any of the 
caufes juft enumerated. 

_ The local weaknefs thus induced in 
thefe parts by Gleet feems very much to 
refemble the effects of Onanifm ; a habit 
fo baneful to many of our youth, that I 

believe 
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believe it to be more deftructive in its con- 
fequences than a great proportion of all 
the difeafes to which in early life they are 
liable. Were it to prove hurtful to thofe 
only whofe felf-indulgence gives rife to it, 
there would be lefs caufe to regret the ef- 
fects of it; but, befides rendering the pa- 
rent himfelf miferable, it evidently entails - 
the higheft diftrefs upon pofterity, by ge- 
nerating languor, debility, and difeafe, 
inftead of that ftrength of conftitution, 
without which there can be no enjoy- 
ment. 

Some, I know, have entertained a dif 
ferent opinion upon this point, and ima- 
gine that no bad effects are to be dreaded 
from the habit of which we are now 
{peaking *. But this is fo direCtly contrary 
to the experience of others, and I have 
had fo many inftances in the courfe of my 
own practice of conftitutions being irre- 
trievably ruined by indulgence in it, that 
I cannot avoid, in the ftrongeft manner, 


* Vide Treatife on the Venereal Difeate, by John Hun- 
ter, chap. xii. 
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giving my opinion of it: nor does it ap-. 


pear that any benefit could refult to fo- 
ciety from a contrary opinion being ad- 
mitted, even allowing it to be well found- 
ed; for although no immediate harm 
might enfue from it to the conftitution, 
it ought to be difcouraged as unnatural, 
_and from its tending to divert the atten- 
tion from an enjoyment of a much fupe- 
rior kind. While, therefore, there is much 
caufe to confider the practice as highly 
dangerous to all who follow it, and while 
fuch a propenfity prevails towards it in 
that early age when boys cannot form a 
judgment of its deleterious tendency, I 
confider it as incumbent on thofe who 
write upon it to paint it and the baneful 
effects which refult from it in their true 
and proper colours. |: 

In the treatment of this variety of Impo- 
tency, whether it has been induced by 
Onanifm, or whether it be the confequence 
of Gleet, it is proper to diftinguifh it into 
two ftages. The one, fo far as I have 
feen, being of a nature that does not ad- 
mit of any certain remedy, while the other 

may, 
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may, in moft inftances, be completely 
cured. Many confider it fo certainly as 
incurable that the patient is led to defpair 
from the firft approach of it, and the opi- 
nion is often unfortunately realized mere- 
ly from the caufe I have mentioned, our 
not diftinguifhing the two ftages of the 
difeafe, and allowing that which I fuppofe 
may be eafily removed, to proceed without 
any attempt for this purpofe, to that ftate 
of it, which, in moft inftances, may be 
confidered as incurable. 

Pradtitioners are frequently applied to 
by young men labouring under what I 
fhall term the firft ftage of Gleet; who, 
finding that a feminal difcharge takes 
place from the flighteft caufes, perhaps 
merely from their being in company with 
women; from lafcivious dreams ; or from 
the parts of generation being in any degree 
overheated, begin tobe afraid that they fhall 
never again have the power of retention, 
and conclude therefore that they cannot 
with propriety enter into a matrimonial 
connection. We often find that they ad- 
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mitOnanifm to have beenthe primary caufe 
of their diftre{s, although, for a great length 
of time, perhaps for a number of years, 
they affert, and with no reafon on our 
part to doubt them, that they have been 
entirely out of the practice of it. 

In this fituation, whatever may be the 
appearance and habit of body of the pa- 
tient, ftrengthening aftringent remedies 
are prefcribed, fuch as bark, fteel, balfam 
of copaiba, cold bathing, &c.; and what- 
ever are his views, he is advifed to avoid 
matrimony and all venereal intercourfes. 

In a great proportion of cafes, however, 
J am convinced that this practice and this 
advice are erroneous. Following the bulk 
of practitioners, I eafily adopted them; 
but no good refulting from them I have 
long fince relinguifhed them, and I have 
feldom failed of fuccefs by advifing mea- 
fures of an oppofite nature. 

In a great propertion of all that are in- 
jured by this deftructive habit, a morbid 
irritability of the organs of generation 
feems to be excited. By this a greater 

‘ quan- 
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quantity of the feminal fluid is fecreted 
than the veficule feminales can retain: in 
confequence of which, it either bur{ts out 
during nocturnal dreams, or is eafily ex- 
cited to flow by the application of any of 
the caufes above-mentioned. 

Even after the habit has been long left 
off I have known the effects of it continue 
in avery diftrefsful degree, and I conclude 
that they proceed chiefly from too plenti- 
‘ful a fecretion of femen, from the nature 
of the remedy which in moft inftances 
has proved fuccefsful, 

Inftead of advifing abstinence from wo- 
men, [ always inculcate as frequent con- 
nection as natural defires feem to require ; 
and when matrimony is in view, inftead 
of being afraid of it, as often happens with 
this clafs of patients, from a fear of their 
not performing the functions of it proper- 
ly, I uniformly hold it forth as the moft 
certain remedy. | 

The idea of inability is fo ftrongly pre- 
valent with many, that they are with dif- 
ficulty prevailed upon to make the ats 
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tempt; but the effects of it are fo certain, 
that with patients in fuch circumftances 
as we are now confidering, it may always 
be advifed with the greateft confidence of 
fuccefs. Nor is the afliftance of other re- 
-medies required in this plan of cure; at 
leaft in various inftances, patients, who, 
for many years together had been almoft 
conftantly taking fuch remedies as they 
judged to be of an invigorating nature, 
without any advantage refulting from 
them, and who therefore were induced to 
confider their complaints as incurable, 
have, on laying all of thefe afide, become 
completely and entirely well in the fpace 
of a few weeks after marriage. The irri- 
tability of the organs was thus diminifhed ; 
the morbid increafe of the fecretion was 
removed; and the feminal receptacles, not 
being over diftended, were foon found to 
be endowed with a fufficient degree of re- 
tention. | 

This being a very frequent variety of 
the difeafe, | can {peak of it, and of the re- 
Medies employed init, with fome degree 
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of certainty; and I can with confidence 
fay, that none of thofe commonly advifed 
have ever, in the courfe of my obfervation, 
had any obvious influence; while the 
plan I have pointed out very generally 
furpaffes in its effects all that the patient 
could, hope from it. 

When a {welled ftate of the proftate 
gland is connected, as I have fometimes 
found, with this variety of the difeafe, it 
neceffarily renders:the event more doubt- 
ful, and. the effect, even of this and every 
other remedy, miore uncertain. But even 
here the courfe I have advifed will fome- 
times prove fuccefsful. It will not remove 
any affection of the gland, but where the 
difeafe of that organ is not in a great de- 
gree, it proves equally effectual in remov- 
ing the other, as if the gland was entirely 
found ; and this obviates one of the great- 
eft fources of mifery to the patient. 

It may be faid that while this, or any 
other variety of Gleet exifts, the remedy 
Ihave pointed out cannot with any pro- 
priety be advifed, from the rifk of com- 
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mumnicating infection. We know, how- 
ever, that real Gleet does not communicate 
infection to others; and the means of dif- 
tinguifhing it from Gonorrhea are by no 
means equivocal. Many inftances have 
fallen within my own obfervation, and 
others muft often meet with it, of this 
being clearly the cafe. I know, at this 
time, feveral inftances of men who have 
been married for many years, who, during 
the whole period, have laboured under 
different varieties of Gleet, and who have 
never communicated the difeafe either to 
their wives or children. Gleet in men 
feems to be equally uncapable with fluor 
albus in women to communicate infec- 

tion. ae 
In that ftage of the difeafe which we 
have juft been confidering, a cure, we ob- 
ferve, may, perhaps, in every inftance, be 
accomplifhed. But when it has been of 
fuch duration as to form what may more 
properly be termed feminal weaknefs, and 
what I fhall term the fecond ftage of the 
difeafe, a very different profpect prefents 
itfelf. 
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itfelf. The patient may even, 1n very ad- 
vanced periods of the difeafe, derive ad- 
vantage from a well-regulated diet and. 
other circumftances, by which his fitua- 
tion will be rendered much more comfort- 
able than it otherwife would be; but in 
this fituation a complete removal of the 
-difeafe 1s {carcely to be expected: at leaft 
little dependence is to be placed upon the 
remedies ufually employed for this pur- 
pofe. 

This very diftrefsful ftage of feminal 
weaknefs. is often the confequence of 
Onanifm long perfifted in ; and it is, as we 
have remarked, the frequent confequence 
of Gonorrhcea and Gleet. In all fuch 
cafes the difeafe feems to proceed from 
real weaknefs, or debility in the excretory 
ducts of the veficule feminales; for it 
commonly happens where the whole fy- 
{tem is much relaxed and emaciated ; 
where there is therefore no caufe to ima- 
gine that it can arife from too plentiful a 
formation of {emen; and of which, indeed, 
we often meet with a very decifive proof, 
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from a conftant mucous-kind of oozing 
being perceived in the urethra, while no 
ordinary caufe of excitement 1s capable of 
producing any regular difcharge or emuf- 
fion of femen. 

In this fituation a variety of remedies 
are employed, chiefly with a view to re- 
ftore and invigorate the tone of the weak~ 
ened parts; fuch as bark, fteel, balfamum 
copaiba, and cold bathing. At other times, 
where the difeafe 1s fuppofed to proceed 


from a deficiency of femen, provocatives ~— 


are prefcribed; fuch as high feafoned 
foods, all the terebinthenate balfams, and 
cantharides. But although I have had 
many opportunities of obferving a com~ 
plete trial of thefe, I never knew any ad- 
vantage derived from them. The only 
courfe, which in fuch circumftances | ever 
knew prove ufeful, was fuch as merely 
tended to reftore the patient to his ufual 
{tate of health. If Onanifm has induced the 
difeafe, nothing will afford even the chance 
of arecovery till this 1s left off. Whatever 
may have been the caufe of it, he ought 

to 
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to be put upon a nourifhing diet; and he 
fhould live in an elevated, dry fituation., 
Sea-bathing fhould be advifed; and cof- 
tivenefs, with every thing that might tend 
to irritate the parts chiefly affected, fhould 
be avoided. 

With a view to leffen that degree of ir 
ritability with which this difeafe is ufually 
connected, opiates have been advifed ; but 
although I have often. given them a full 
trial, I never knew any real advantage ob- 
tained from them. On the contrary, they 
have often appeared to do harm; for al- 
though they procure reft, yet the fleep 
which they give is always difturbed; the 
patient awakes in a {tate of more anxiety 
and diftrefs than he experienced on going 
to bed; and when opiates are habitually 
ufed, coftivenefs can fcarcely be prevented 
but by means of remedies which in this 
fituation ought not to be given, 

Hemlock is often ufed here; but I have 
never known any obvious advantage de- 
rived from it. Hyocyamus, by acting as 
an anodyne, while it does not produce 

coitive- 
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coftivenefs, has in ‘different inftances ap- 
peared to prove ferviceable. One grain 
of the extract may be given at firft, 
and the dofe increafed in a gradual man- 
ner to three, five, fix, eight, and even ten 
grains. 

Conceiving, from fome circumftances 
connected with the difeafe, as well as from 
many of the fymptoms which enfue from 
it, that it may in fome inftances be of the 
fame nature with paralyfis, I have, in fe- 
veral cafes, advifed electricity, and in one 
or two of thefe it appeared to prove fer- 
viceable, but never fo decidedly as to ens 
able me to {peak of it with confidence. 


' wale 


set. [V. Of Objiructions in the Urethra 23 5 


SECTION IV, 


Of Obftructions in the Urethra from Gonor- 


rhea Virulenta. 


WHEN {peaking of Gleet we had oc- 
cafion to obferve that it is often 
‘the confequence of ObftruCtions in the 
Urethra. But Gleet, although the caufe 
of fome inconvenience and diftrefs, is by 
no means the fymptom of moft import- 
ance with which Obftructions are accom- 
panied. Strictures may take place in a 
certain extent, without giving much 
uneafinefs, but whenever they arrive at 
fuch a height as to impede the flow of 
urine, they prove always the caufe of dif- 
trefs and mifery to the patient, and of 
much embarrafiment to the practitioner. 
Obitructions proceeding from Gonor- 
rhoea Virulenta may be reduced to four 
general 
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general heads; tumours in the fubftance of 
the urethra and contiguous parts ; {pafmo- 
dic affeCtions of the urethra ; caruncles, or 
flefhy excrefences, in the urethra; and 
{trictures, properly fo called. 


$3; 
Of Tumours in the Subftance of the Urethra 


ana contiguous Parts. 


WE have already had occafion to 
{peak of Tumours, or fwellings of the 
proftate gland, of fwellings of Cowper’s 
glands, and of the other {fmaller glands 
ef the urethra. All of thefe produce 
obftruction to the flow of urine when- 
ever they become of fuch a-fize as to 
diminifh, in any degree, the .magnitude 
of that canal. 

Referring to what has already been faid 
upon this part of our -fubject, I have at 
prefent to obferve, that in the commence- 
ment of all Tumours in thefe parts, we 
ought, by évery methogl in our power, to 

endea- 
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endeavour to remove them by difcuflion, 
for which purpofe local and general blood- 
letting are the remedies chiefly to be de» 
pended on; and as thefe, when carried a 
{ufficient length, and when aflifted by a 
cooling regimen, and the external ufe of 
cold faturnine applications, feldom fail in 
removing them, they fhould always be 
perfifted in as long as there is the leaft 
chance of their proving ferviceable. For 
although tumours in this fituation are of- 
ten eafily removed after fuppuration has 
taken place, by the matter being freely 
difcharged, and the fore treated in the 
ufual way, yet, before arriving at this fize, 
a good deal of diftrefs always occurs from 
them, and, in fome inftances, the fores 
heal with difficulty, while in others the 
matter bur{ts into the urethra, where it 
continues often during the life of the pa- 
tient to excite a great deal of diftrefs. 

In others again it burfts into the {cro- 
tum, and from thence into the furround- 
ing cellular fubftance, and openings form- 
ing in confequence of this, commonly be- 

tween 
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tween the {crotum and anus, a verytrouble- 
fome difeafe is thus produced, termed fiftu- 
Ja in perineo*. 

It is therefore obvious that it is much 
for the advantage of the patient that all 
tumours of this kind fhould be removed 
by difcuffion ; but when our endeavours 
for this purpofe do not fucceed, and when 
fuppuration takes place, we have it often 
in our power to prevent many of the bad 
confequences which otherwife are apt to 
enfue. By opening fuch tumours imme- 
diately on matter being perceived in them 
we prevent the rifk of their burfting into 
the {crotum and urethra, fo that in this 
fituation we ought never to wait till they 
are fo fully maturated as otherwife might 
be propér: and when once they have come 
{o far as to render it proper to difcharge 
the matter, it ought to be done, as we have 
formerly obferved, by making an opening 
the whole length of the tumour. This 
prevents the matter from lodging, and 
from infinuating into the contiguous 


* For the treatment of this vide Syftem of hasnt 
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parts, while the fores which enfue heal 
more kindly than they ufually do when 
{maller openings have been made. 

Among other confequences which fome- 
times occur from matter burfting from 
abfcefles in this fituation into the conti- 
guous parts, it is proper to mention that 
the moft diftrefsful effects occur from 
its finding accefs to the corpus caver- 
nofum of the penis. It ufually {preads 
fuddenly over the whole fubftance of the 
penis; {mall openings take place in dif- 
ferent parts of the fwelling, at which the 
matter is difcharged; and -thefe are al- 
ways very difficult to heal: or, if the mat-~ 
ter does not find a vent in this manner, it 
either burfts into the urethra, or the fur- 
rounding parts are apt to mortify. 

When mortification occurs in this fitu- 
ation it either foon proves fatal, or termi- 
nates in the entire lofs of the penis ; for a 
{top is feldom put to the difeafe till all the 
parts furrounding the urethra are deftroy- 
ed, when amputation of the remainder 
becomes unavoidable. Indeed the hemor- 

rhagy 
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thagy which is apt to occur from deep 
feated mortification of the penis is coms 
monly of itfelf a fuficient motive for am- 
putation being advifed, for we can feldom 
put an effectual ftop to the difcharge till 
the mortified parts are all removed. 

For preventing mortification in sic 
fituation from fpreading, opium has been 
recommended. I have certainly obferved 
it prove ufeful in gangrene, both in thefe 
parts and in others ; but more dependence 
is for the moft part to be placed upon a 
plentiful ufe of bark. Whether or not 
opiates act in the cure of gangrene as an- 
tefeptics, is not, or, perhaps, cannot be af- 
certained. I rather believe that they do 
not ; and Iam inclined to think that they 
prove ferviceable only by allaying irrita- 
tion. In this manner they may be em- 
ployed with advantage wherever gangrene 
appears to be the confequence of a high 
degree of inflammation. By leffening or 
removing pain they may diminish the 
caufe of exertion in the veflels of the part 
affected, and may thus tend to prevent 

morti- 
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mortification from extending fo far as it 
etherwife might do; but I have never 
known them prove ufeful where the dif; 
eafe feemed to depend upon lofs of tone, 
either of the part itfelf, or of the confti- 
tution. 


S 2: 
Of Spafmodic Obfiruétions of the Urethra. 


IRRITATION of the Urethra; from 
whatever caufe it proceeds, has an evident 
effect in leffening the diameter of the paf- 
fage. Hence, in cafes of {tone in the 
bladder, the irritation, and confequent 
contraction of the urethra, is fometimes fo 
great that a ftaff, even of a moderate fize, 
cannot be introduced. Stones in the kid- 
ney have frequently the fame effect. Nay, 
J have known this contraction of the ure- 
thra induced by fand pafling along the 
ureters. In like manner the rritation 
produced in the urethra by Gonorrhcea, 
is in fome cafes fo great as to excite con 
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traction of the paflage in a very diftrefsful 
degree. I have known the urine fo com- 
pletely obftructed by this alone, as to give 
caufe to fufpect that ftrictures were form- 
ed of the moft alarming nature; in which | 
neither ftaff, catheter, nor bougie, could be ~ 
introduced, but with more force than can _ 
ever with fafety be applied. 
We judge that obftruction proceeds 
from this caufe, when at one time it oc- 
curs in a fevere degree, and foon there- 
after, perhaps in the {pace of a few hours, 
it appears to be entirely or nearly gone. — 
Of this I have met with various inftances;_ i 
in which, from the anxiety of the patient, © 
and from fufpicion of a more inveterate — 
kind of ftricture, repeated attempts have 
been made in vain to pafs a bougie, and — 
in which the ftoppage has gone off entire- — 
ly upon the exhibition of a dofe of lauda- 4 
num, or rubbing the perineum with ano- — 
dyne balfam. oe 
As the urethra itfelf does not appear to j . 
~ be mufcular, as a fmall portion of it only © 
can be ¢pmprefled by the mufcles of the © 
penis, — 
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penis, and as the obi{trudtion of which we 
are now {peaking occurs in parts of the 
paflage where thefe mufcles do not exift, 
it has been imagined that this temporary 
acceflion of ftricture muft be owing to 
fome other caufe. It may perhaps happen 
that the violent irritation excited by chor- 
dee may in fome inftances produce fuch 
effufion into the cellular parts of the penis 
as may comprefs the urethra; and that 
this may foon be removed by abforption, 
on the irritation by which it was produced, 
being taken away. But although this 
may be the cafe in a few inftances, | am > 
convinced that it is not a frequent occur= 
ence, and that the urethra itfelf is éndow- 
ed with a contractile power, by which, 
for the moft part, this kind of obftruction 
is produced. 

Were. it to proceed from any ae of 
effufion compretiing the urethra, the tume- 
faction thus produced would be obvious. 
Partial circumfcribed tumours would 
either be difcovered inthe courfe of the 
urethra, or the whole body of the penis, 
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or a confiderable part of it, would be 
fwelled. We do not find, however, that 
this is apt to happen; at leaft, in moft cafes 
of this kind no tumefadction of the penis 
is perceptible. 

This kind of fpafm or cramp occurs oc- 


cafionally in every part of the urethra. T 


have met with it within an inch of the ex- 
tremity of the glans, but for the moft part 
it happens behind the fcrotum, or nearer 
the proftate gland, in the membranous 
part of the paflage. 

In the treatment of Obftruction in the 
Urethra itis a matter of the firft import- 
ance to determine the caufe by which it 
#3 produced. It is particularly neceflary 
to diftinguifh between obftruction arifing 
from fpafm, and that which proceeds from 


ftricture of. the paflage,. In “thelatterm 


bougies, as we fhall afterwards fee, are al- 
moft the only remedies upon which we 
can depend, while, in cafes of {pafm, 
they very commonly do harm. In the 
one they remove the difeafe by acting as 
wedges ; in the other they add to the vio- 


lence of the contraction by increafing the 
irrita- 
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irritability by which it was at firft. ex- 
cited. 

As the degree of obftruction produced, 
by fpafm alone is, in fore inftances, equal 
to what ufually occurs from the moft ob- 
ftinate kind of ftricture, it is only from 
an exact account of the rife and progrefs 
of the difeafe by which we can judge of 
the difference. | | 

When the flow of urine has at firft been 
perceived to be flightly obftruéted, and 
when this has gradually become worle, 
without ever being in any inftance mate- 
rially better, there will be much caufe to 
imagine that it proceeds from a caufe of a 
fixed nature: while, on the contrary, how- 
ever complete an ob{truction may be, if it 
came on fuddenly, and if it frequently 
becomes quickly well without any obvious 
reafon, there will be no caufe to doubt of 
its proceeding from fpafm. 

We find too, in obftruction proceeding 
from caufes of a more fixed nature, that 
fome pain is always difcovered at one or 
more fixed points. In fome cafes a degree 
ef hardnefs is perceived on the urethra 
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being preffed at thefe points; while in 
others, although nothing can be difcover-- 
ed on external preffure, the patient feels a 
degree of heat and pain, as if the parts af- 
fected were excoriated, or even ulcerated, 
Befides, in real ftriture, a difcharge of 
matter very univerfally takes place from 
the urethra; forming, as we have already 
had occafion to fee, a very frequent caufe 
of Gleet. But in obftruction proceeding 
from fpafm, any pain which occurs in 
the urethra does not proceed from one 
point. It appears to be more diffufed; — 
and is feldom in any diftrefsful degree, if 
it be not by the ftoppage which it gives ta 
the flow of urine. No particular fpot is 
_difcovered.to be hard or fore upon preflure, 
and a difcharge of matter does not necef- — 
farily take place in it, a 
Spafm, indeed, may be accompanied ~ 
with a flow of matter from the urethra. 
This will always happen where Gonor- 
thoea or Gleet have previoufly exifted ; 
but it will never, on enquiry, be found to 
be the caufe of the difcharge. 
The 
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The remedies to be employed for the 
removal of this variety of ob{truction are, 
warm emollients, anodynes, blood-letting, 
blifters, and electricity. Bougies, in cer- 
tain circumitances, may be alfo employed. 
_. Rubbing the parts affected, whether the 

perineum, or more anterior parts of the 
penis with warm oil, proves fometimes 
ufeful. Ou, ftrongly impregnated with 
camphor, and Goulard’s form of the un- 
guentum faturninum, when applied warm 
to the parts affected, alfo tend to remove 
this caufe of obftru@ion. I have fome- 
times known it inftantaneoufly removed 
_ by fomenting the perineum with a decoc- 
tion of chamomile flowers or althea, or by 
the application of a bladder filled with 
warm water. - | 

The common anodyne balfam makes 
an ufeful application here. The parts in 
which the {pafm 1s feated fhould not only 
be rubbed with it, but pledgets immerfed 
in it fhould be kept conftantly applied to 
them. But one of the moft powerful an- 
tifpaf{modics among external applications 
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is, a mixture compofed of three parts of 
Jaudanum and one of zther. 

Frequently, however, little or no advan- 
tage is derived from the external applica- 
tion of anodynes ; while opium, given in- 
ternally, is productive of the beft effects. 
Forty drops of laudanum, given by the 
mouth, will often remove a fpafm of the — 
urethra that has refifted every variety of 
this remedy applied to the fkin; and when 
thrown up the rectum, inthe form of in- 
jection, it proves {till more effectual in re- 
moving pain, irritation, and {pafm about 
the anus, and in the organs of urine and 
generation, than when received into the 
{tomach. 

Whether this may proceed from the re- 
medy getting more nearly into contact 
with the nerves of the difeafed parts, or 
whatever may be the caufe of it, is perhaps 
difficult to determine; but, from much 
experience of their effects, I am convinced, 
that in all fuch affections, opiates prove 


moft powerful when given in this manner. 
In 
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In plethoric conftitutions blood-letting 
is’ often the moft effeGual remedy, not 
only in carrying off the fpafm which pre- 
fently fubfifts, but in preventing returns 
of itin future. Befides the difcharge of 
blood from the arm in quantities propor- 
tioned to the ftrength of the patient, 
leeches fhould be applied along the courfe 
of the affected parts, and they feldom fail 
where the conftitution can fupport the 
evacuation, of giving very effectual relief. 

From an idea of fpafmodic affections 
proceeding in moft inftances from what is 
termed a weaknefs of nerves, and froma 
dread which very univerfally prevails, of 
all fuch affections being rendered worfe 
by blood-letting, this is a remedy we find 
very rarely employed. But it 1s proper 
here, as well as in fimilar affections of 
other parts, to obferve, that morbid irri- 
tability may be excited by caufes of a very 
oppolite nature. It fometimes takes place 
where the conftitution is relaxed and re- 
duced ; and, in fuch circumftances, evacu- 
ations of every kind very commonly do 

harm. 
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harm. But it more frequently happens 
from a ftate of plethora, in which blood- 
letting proves the moft certain remedy, 
and where opiates, warm bathing, and 
other antifpafmodics are often ufed for a 
great length of time, without any effect 
refulting from them. 

- We find from experience, that a fimu- 
tus applied to the {kin proves often ufeful 
in relieving pain and {pafm, in parts that 
are very deeply feated ; and ‘upon trial, 
the fame remedies are fometimes found to 
remove fimilar affections of the urethra. 
Obftructions of this kind have, in differ- 
ent inftances, been relieved by the appli- 
cation of volatile liniment, a ftrong im- 
pregnation of oil with volatile alkali, to 
the parts affected. A blifter, applied over 
the perineum, has in different inftanceg 
carried off obftructions of the urethra; 
and in fome cafes where blifters failed, the 
difeafe has been completely removed by 
the application of a warm plafter. 

In fuch cafes blifters do not feem to act 
fo much by the evacuation which they 
pro- 
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produce, as by the irritation which they 
excite; for it often happens that the pain 
and {pafm are removed as foon as the fkin 
becomes in any degree uneafy, and long 
before vefications can be formed. Hence, 
a warm plafter, which does not contain 
fuch a quantity of cantharides as to ren- 
der it capable of aéting as a blifter, by 
keeping up a more continued ftimulus 
than blifters,. proves, m fome inftances, 
more effectual. 

Electricity has fometimes proved ufeful 
in removing fpafm of the urethra: but it 
requires to be managed with caution, 
otherwife it is apt to add to the violence 
of the difeafe.. In plethoric habits it al- 
ways does mifchief, and ought never to 
be advifed in thefe till blood-letting has 
been premifed. 

T have had occafion already to remark, 
that in this variety of ob{truction, bougies 
are very apt to do harm. ‘This proceeds 
from their being pufhed with violence, 
when the parts, from being under fome 
high degree of irritation, are in a ftate of 

, {trong 
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ftrong contraction. This ought never, 
therefore, to be done; for while the parts 
remain in this fituation we feldom fuc- 
ceed; or if we do get the bougie paffed, 
itis always from the ufe of more violence 
than ought to be employed. 

But bougies prove highly ferviceable, 
even in Spaimodic Obftructions of the 
Urethra, when the violence of the difeafe 
is fo far removed -that they can be intro- 
duced with eafe, and without exciting ir- 
ritation :. fo that, whenever we find this 
can be accomplifhed, whether the fpafim 
has been leffened by the ufe of emollients, 
anodynes, blood-letting, or any other re- 
medy, it ought always to be advifed. Be- 
fides the prefent relief which it affords, 
by removing any degree of the obftruc- 
tion which may remain, it tends more ef- , 
fectually than any other remedy to pre- 
vent areturn of it. This is particularly 
the cafe where fpafm is conjoined, as 
fometimes happens, with the more fixed 
kind of ob{ftruction, which we are pre- 
fently to proceed to confider. When this 

takes 
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takes place all our other remedies are to 
- be confidered merely as preparative tothe 
ufe of bougies, which, in fuch circum- 
{tances, are alone to be depended on for a 
cure. It muft always be remembered, 
however, that bougies are only admiffible 
when they can be introduced and retain- 
ed in the pafflage without exciting much 
uneafinefs. © 

In all difeafes of the genitals the ftate of 
the inteftines requires particular attention. 
So much fympathy fubfifts between thefe 
parts that in people liable to obftruction in 
the urethra, I have known a fevere fit of the 
difeafe induced by a coftive ftool. Neither 
is much purging neceflary or proper. The 
bowels fhould be kept in fuch a ftate as to 
_ prevent irritation, as far as it can be done, 

“in the rectum and contiguous parts. 
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§ 3. 
Of Obftrufion in the Urethra from Elefhy - 


 Excrefcences, or Caruncles. 


. 


OBSTRUCTION to the paflage of urine 
has long been confidered as one of the 
moft diftrefsful, as it is one of the moft 
frequent confequences of Clap; and Ca- 
runcles, Flefhy Excrefcences, or Carno- 
fities, as they are fometimes termed, are 
mentioned by all the older writers upon 
this fubject, as the moft frequent caufe 
of it. 

This idea naturally arofe from their 
perceiving that warty fubftances were. 
fometimes formed within the urethra, 
near to its extremity, fimilar in appear- 
ance to thofe which often occur upon the 
prepuce and glans; and not profecuting 
the fubject by opening the parts after 
death, they were led to fuppofe that the 
more deep-feated obftructions were all of 
@ fimilar nature. 

Se) 
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So univerfally did this opinion prevail, 
and it was fo ftrongly ailerted in books, 
that although it was long ago, by fome 
individuals, particularly by Saviard and 
Dionis, fuppofed to be ill-founded, yet 
even in our times it has been very gene- 
rally admitted. This is fo far the cafe, 
that in common converfation upon this 
fubjeét, Caruncles are ufually confidered — 
as the moft frequent caufe of all fuch ob- 
ftructions. | 

Itis now, however, very certainly known 
that this caufe of obf{truction is an uncom- 
mon occurrence in the more remote parts 
of the urethra. Of late years this has be- 
come a very frequent object of anatomi- 
cal inveftigation; and I have reafon to 
fuppofe, from all that I have yet heard, as 
well as from the refult of my own enqui- 
ries, that it feldom exifts farther up the 
urethra than half an inch or fo, from the 
point of the glans. Warty excrefcences 
are not unfrequently found towards the 
orifice of the urethra; but I have feldom 
{een them, even in this fituation, where 
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they did not hkewife prevail upon the 
glans and prepuce. 

The obftruction to the flow i urine 
from this caufe is feldom confiderable ; 
but it always occafions much anxiety to 
the patient, from a fear which he is apt 
to entertain of its becoming worfe. 

When feated juft in the opening of the 
urethra, as fometimes happens, I have, in » 
different inftances, been able to remove 
them with fciffars, and with {mall liga 
tures pafled round them; but they are 
feldom fo fituated as to admit of our tak- 
ing them off in this manner. Neither are 
we at liberty to deftroy them by the ap- 
plication of efcharotics, the irritability of 
the urethra rendering this a very hazard- 
ous attempt. 

In all fuch cafes we place our chief de- 
pendence upon bougies; and, when duly 
perfifted in, they feldom fail in effecting a 
cure. | 

Some difference of opinion has arifen as 
to the manner in which bougies aét in re- 
moving thefe excrefcences. In ftrictures 


of 
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of a different kind there is no caufe for 
doubt upon this point, as they evidently 
act entirely as wedges, and prove ufeful in 
proportion to the extent of mechanical prel- 
{ure which they afford ; but in the cure of 
Caruncles they have been fuppofed to act 
chiefly by inducing fuppuration upon the 
difeafed parts, and diffolving them in this 
manner. 

It is obvious, however, that in the cure 
of thefe excrefcences, there is fomething 
farther neceflary than the formation of mat- 
ter; Indeed inftances occur daily of their 
being conftantly immerfed in matter, fome- 
times proceeding from their own furfaces, 
andat other timesfromthe contiguousparts, 
without their being diminifhed. I rather 
conceive that bougies, even in this variety 
of ob{truction, operate partly by mecha- 
nical preflure, and partly by exciting in- 
flammation in the excrefcences. We fhall 
hereafter have occafion to fee, that fome 
of the remedies employed for the removal 
of warts in other parts prove chiefly ufe- 
ful-by making them inflame; and as bou- 
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gies are well calculated for this purpofe, 
I think it probable, that while they evi- 
dently anfwer a good purpofe by the pref- 
fure which they afford, they prove like- 
wife ferviceable by exciting over thefe ex- 
crefcences that flight degree of inflamma- 
tion, which, in the treatment of common 
venereal warts, very commonly makes 


them drop off. 


§ 4. 
Of Obfiruétion in the Urethra from Stridures, 
properly fo called ; of Bougies, and Iifiula 


in Perineo. 


IN the more fixed kinds of Obftru@tion, 
proceeding from Gonorrhea, the diame- 
ter of the Urethra is leffened in two dif-: 
ferent ways. For the moft part it is di- 
minifhed by a thickening taking place at_ 
fome particular point in the membrane of 
the paflage itfelf, or rather in the corpus 
fpongiofum urethrz, in a fimilar manner 
to what frequently happens in the mem- 

brane: 
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brane of the nofe in cafes of catarrh. At 
other times the urethra is drawn .together; 
or contracted, as if a cord was tied round 
it, without arly other difeafe being percept- 
ible. | 

In fome cafes, again, thefe two affections 
are conjoined; and we find, in the fame 
_perfon, the diameter of the paflage leffened 
in one part by a mere contraction, and in 
another, by a fwelling and thickening in 
the fubftance of the urethra itfelf, 

Every part of the paffage is liable to 
ftrictures; but they are more frequent 
behind and immediately above the {fcro- 
tum, than in any other part. In fome 
éafes a fingle ftricture only takes place ; 
but when the difeafe has fubfided for a 
length of time, we very commonly find 
the paffage contracted in different parts. . 

Where the urethta is merely drawn to 
gether, the difeafe feldom extends, at any ' 
one part, above the eighth part of an inch, 
but where the ftoppage proceeds from a 
fwelling of the fubftance of the urethra its 
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felf, it fometimes extends to the leit of 
an inch. : 

From whatever caufe the ftricture may 
proceed, we commonly find that the ure- — 
thra is affeted equally all round; but it © 
is very properly remarked by Mr. Hunter, © 
that, in fome cafes, the difeafe feems to bé © 
fixed entirely on one fide of the paflage, in — 
which cafe the canal is thrown over to the | 
oppofite fide. j 

This feems to happen only where the — 
obftruction 1s produced by {welling of the 
urethra, and not where it proceeds folely — 
from contraction. | 

Where this unequal diminution of the | 
canal takes place, even in one part only, it 7 
is obvious that it muft add greatly to the | 
difficulty of introducing bougies; and _ 
where more than one affection of this kind | 
occurs, if they be not exactly oppofite to / 
one another, a kind of twifting of the pafaJ 
fage takes place, which renders the pafling 7 
a bougie impracticable. It muft, how-7 
ever, be admitted, that inftances of this} 
are rare. 
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It is fomewhat remarkable that the 
formation of ftrictures is often fo gradual, 
that a patient is not fenfible of their taking 
place till the difeafe has been of long con- 
tinuance. Being feldom attended with 
pain till the flow of urine 1s much im- 
peded, any partial degree of it pafles with- 
out notice, by which they are apt to be 
rendered much more fixed and permanent 
than otherwife they would be. ‘The pa- 
tient, indeed, has feldom any fufpicion of 
ftriGtures, till the furgeon, for his own fa-~ 
tisfaction, where Gleet continues more ob- 
{tinate than ufual, propofes to intreduce a 
bougie. Gonorrhcea having given rife to 
the Gleet, any difficulty that occurs to the 
_paflage of the urine is confidered to arife 
from the fame caufe; and thus a great 
length of time often elapfes before any 
fuch examination is made as can with 
certainty lead to a difcovery. 

This proves often, in its confequences, 
highly diftrefsful, and ought therefore to 
be as much as poflible guarded againtft ; 
for ftrictures, by long continuance, be- 
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come much more firm, as well as more ex- 
tenfive, than they were at firft, by which 
they become much more difficult to cure. 
Cafes which at firft would have yielded al- 
moft to the firft attempt with bougies, are, 
by delay, often rendered fo obftinate that 
nothing will. remove them but the moft 
exact application of bougies being conti- 
nued for a great length of time. 

In all cafes, therefore, in which there 1s 
the leaft caufe to fufpect that ftrictures 
may exift, an examination fhould be made 
with bougies. But as patients themfelves 
are apt to. be deceived upon this point, 
practitioners ought, in every inftance, to 
lead their attention towards it. In differ- 
ent parts of this work we {hall have occa- 
fion to fee that Gleet is frequently kept 
up by ftrictures ; fo that whenever a run- 
ning becomes in any unufual degree ob- 
ftinate, if there be not fome other evident 
caufe for it, a trial with a bougie fhould 
be propofed, This, however, is feldom at- 
tended to; by which much unneceflary 
rouble, as well as lofs of character, falls 
ABE enh i Ab Rae vie upon 
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upon the pradtitioner, while the patient 1s 
made to fuffer a great deal of mifery which 
might have been prevented, 

We have already had occafion to remark 
that the ftrictures of which we are now 
{peaking are confequences of Gonorrhea: 
but in what manner they are produced by 
Gonorrheea 1s perhaps difficult to explain. 
They have been attributed chiefly to ul- 
cers induced by the difeafe, and to inflam- 
_ mation. 

At one period I was induced to fuppofe, 
chiefly from the information I had from 
‘books, that ftrictures were in moft in- 
{tances produced by ulcers. But from 
more frequent opportunities of obferving 
the feat of Gonorrhcea after death, I am 
now convinced that ulcers very feldom 
take place here, by no means fo frequent- 
ly as ftrictures, the difeafe they are fup- 
pofed to produce. It fometimes indeed 
happens, that the membrane of the urethra 
covering ftrictures, 1s found ina ftate of 
tendernefs, or of excoriation, but not com- 
pleatly ulcerated. ‘Uhis appears too to be 
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the effect of the difeafe rather than the 
caufe of it. It feems to proceed, in fome 
degree, from the tumefaction of the mem- 
brane of the urethra, which often occurs 
in ftri@tures, and in fome meafure from 
the acrimony of the matter which thefe 
very {trictures produce. 

When ulcers are met with in Gonor- 
rhoea, they are in moft inftances, I believe, 
produced by the rupture of one or more 
blood vefiels. If it be not at the very 
point of the urethra, they never proceed 
from the matter of Lues Venerea. Now 
we can fcarcely imagine that any ulcer 
which the rupture of a blood-veflel in the 
urethra could probably produce, would 
be of fuch depth or magnitude as to be at- 
tended with any important confequence 
of this kind. Neither are hemorrhages 
from the urethra frequent; nor have I 
found that ftri€tures have been particu- 
larly apt to happen, even where hemor- 
rhages have taken place in an alarming 
degree. | 7 
sic Lhe tis 
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I confider it, therefore, as decided, that 
ftrictures in the urethra feldom or never 
proceed from ulcers. Inflammation, when 
violent, may certainly tend to produce 
them; andI think feveral inftances have 
fallen within my own obfervation where 
this actually happened. Ido not fuppole, 
however, that this is fuch a frequent caufe 
of ftrictures as is commonly imagined, nor 
do I agree with thofe who think that in- 
jections often produce them. 

As it was obferved that ftrictures were, 
in fome inftances, induced by inflamma- 
tion, and injections being fuppofed, by 
thofe who are prejudiced againft them, 
very apt to inflame the urethra, it was 
long ago aflerted, and has fince by many 
been believed, that they tend more fre- 
‘quently than any other caufe, to produce 
firictures. This, indeed, is held forth as 
the moft important objeCtion to the ufe of 
injections, and were it in any degree well- 
founded, | admit that it would be a ftrong 
reafon for laying this remedy entirely 
afide: for however defireable it may be to 
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have the running in Gonorrheea quickly 
carried off, and however efficacious injec- 
tions may be, no practitioner would ad- 
vife them were it to be with the rifk of in- 
ducing fuch a formidable difeafe as ftric- 
tures often are. 

Where ftrong ftimulating inje@tions are 
unguardedly ufed, fuch a degree of inflam- 
mation may thus be induced as may be 
productive of the moft obftinate {triCtures. 
But this is not the fault of the remedy, as 
J have elfewhere obferved, being entirely 
the effect of an improper application of it. 
We might with equal propriety condemn 
the ufe of fome of our moft effectual and 
fafeft medicines, merely from an over-dofe 
having done harm. 

Inftead of injections being a frequent 
caufe of ftrictures, I have much reafon to 
think that they are more effectual than 
any other remedy in preventing them. 
Although I have admitted that {trictures 
are fometimes produced by fevere degrees 
of inflammation, I do not confider this as 
a frequent occurrence. Strictures I con- 

celve 
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ceive to be moft frequently the confe- 
quence of a ftate directly the reverfe of in- 
flammation. In a great proportion of 
cafes they will be found to take place, 
where, either from no injection being ufed, 
or from fome other caufe, the difcharge 
has gone on to a very unufual length, 
where all fymptoms of inflammation were 
gone long before, and where nothing but 


a Gleet remained. At leaft this has been 
very, generally the refult of my obferva- 


tion, and, I believe, it will be admitted by 
all who have paid attention to the point 
in queftion. I therefore conclude from 
this, as wellas from the appearances which 
thefe parts exhibit on diflection, that this 
yariety of obf{truction proceeds moift fre- 
quently from a ftate of morbid relaxation 
or debility, induced in thefe parts of the 
membrane of the urethra upon which the 
inflammation at firft fixes with moft vio- 
Jence, and from which the fubfequent dif 

charge is in a great meafure produced. 
Where ftricture fucceeds immediately 
to inflammation, it appears to be that va- 
riety 
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riety of it in which the urethra is com- 
prefled, or tied, as it were, with a cord: 
but where it does not appear till the in- 
flammation fubfides, and the difcharge 
has been of long duration, the fubftance 
of the urethra is found, at thofe parts 
where the {ftrictures exift, fpongy, foft, 
and prominent, bearing every mark of 
having compleatly loft its tone. 

The exiftence of this variety of {tric- 
ture being afcertained, and it will not be 
confounded with any other difeafe where 
the obfervations contained in the preceding 
parts of this fection are kept in view, our 
next object is to fix upon the method of 
cure. 

While the opinion prevailed of ftric- 
tures being moft frequently produced by 
ulcers in the urethra, as this led to the 
fufpicion of their being connected with 
Lues Venerea, mercury was advifed in al- 
moft every inftance. Mercurial ointment 
was regularly rubbed upon the feat of the 
difeafe, in order to diffolve the caufe of 
the obftruction, and the patient was put 

under 
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under a falivation, with a view to the 
fafety of his conftitution. 

As this was the prevailing practice of 
our beft furgeons, both here and in other 
parts of Europe, when I entered upon bu- 
finefs, I was neceflarily led to adopt it; but 
later experience having {hewn that mercu- 
ry is never neceflary in the cure of ftric- 
tures, [ have now for many years paft laid 
it altogether afide.. Nay, I readily own 
that I never knew any advantage derived 
from it, while in many inftances, when 
long perfifted in, it evidently did harm. 

‘It will not be imagined, that during this 
late period of time, mercury was ever 
alone depended upon for the removal of 
{trictures in the urethra. Bougies were 
then very generally employed; but mer- 
cury, for the reafon I have mentioned, was 
always advifed along with them. 

Bougies had long been known to prac- 
titioners, but they were fo coarfely form- 
ed, and their application fo little under- 
{tood, that fcarcely any advantage was de- 
rived from them, till Mr. Daran, about 
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fifty years ago, brought them into moré 
general notice. By forming them with 
care, and introducing them with addrefs, 
Mr. Daran had the credit of giving us the 
only remedy upon which we can place any 
dependence for the cure of ftrictures. At 
leaft we are certainly in a great meafure 
indebted to him for bringing them into 
general ufe. 

It is true that Mr. Daran attributed vir- 
tues to his bougies which they did not 
potfefs. Being much interefted in the fale 
of them, he wifhed to throw a myttery 
over their compofition. They acted chiefly, 
he faid, by their fuppurative quality: in 
confequence of which, and by the great 
difcharge of matter which they produced, 
tumours, aud other caufes of obftruction in 
the urethra, were, he alledged, diffolved by 
them, which could never otherwife have 
been removed. The confidence with which 
this was aflerted, by a man of Mr. Daran’s 
experience, and the confiderable difcharge 
ef purulent-lke matter which ufually ac- 
companies the ufe of bougies, gave weight 

to 
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to an opinion which at laft came to be 
very generally adopted. 

We now know, however, that it is not 
by exciting a difcharge of matter that 
bougies act in the cure of ftrictures. Even 
the mildeft bougie we can employ, when 
kept in the urethra for an hour or two, is 
covered with a kind of matter on being 
withdrawn; but this happens as readily 
where the urethra is found as when it is 
obftruéted in various places, and it pro- 
ceeds entirely from the natural. mucus of | 
the paflage being increafed in quantity, 
and fomewhat altered in appearance, by 
the irritation excited by the bougie. 

Even admitting the obftructed parts to 
be more particularly ated upon, and a 
greater difcharge of matter excited from 
them than from the other parts of the ure- 
thra, and which Mr. Daran aflerted to be 
- the cafe under his management of the bou- 
gie, {till this would not account for the re- 
moval of excrefcences ; for we know, from 
daily obfervation, in other parts of the 
body, that the whole furface of excrefcen~ 
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ces of a fimilar nature to thofe which Mr. 

Daran fuppofes to take place here, may be 

kept in a ftate of complete ulceration, and 

a great quantity of matter difcharged from 

them for a great length of time, without 
ny diminution of their fize. 

Bougies, in the cure of thefe ftrictures; 
feem to act folely by preffure, and the fup- 
port which they afford to the difeafed 
parts. Ifa bougie, of fufiicient frmnefs, 
exactly or nearly the fize of the urethra in 
its contracted ftate, be patled at firft, and 
others of a larger fize afterwards introdu- 
ced, we know from experiénce, that if done 
with caution, no harm will enfue, and that 
the firicture for which it was employed 
will thus, in a gradual manner, be re- 

moved, merely by the preflure of the 
fecal 

In this view, our chief objea in the 
forming of bougies fhould be to give them 
a firmnefs fufficient to afford fupport to 
the parts which we wilh to compreis, and 
afmoothnefs and flexibility which will ad- 
mit of their being introduced and retain- 


ed 
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ed in the urethra with the greatelt poflible 
eafe. 

Numbers 345 355-365 and 37; in the Ap- 
pendix, contain prefcriptions for bougies 
of different colours and confiftences, with 
fome directions for the method of prepar- 
ing them; but the exact formation of 
bougies being a matter of the firft import- 
ance, and this being only to be acquired 
by extenfive experience, it is better. for 
furgeons ‘to procure them from thofe 
whofe fole profeffion it is to make them, 
than to attempt to form them themfelves. 

_ Befides the forms of plafters mentioned | 
in thefe prefcriptions,- other articles have 
been employed for the conftruétion of 
bougies, particularly cat-gut and refina 
elaftica. Of thefe the latter is by much 
the beft, and for all the fmaller kinds of 
bougies I now find it to be preferable to 
. the beft bougies of the eommon kind. 
Even when of the fmalleft fize it can be 
made of fuch a degree of firmnefs as to 
admit of being puthed with confiderable 
force, which is not the cafe with the 
Vou. 1. T fmaller 
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fmaller-kinds of common bougies, which 
are apt to bend, and to become twifted, 
although introduced with much care and 
- attention. 

The great expence of bougies of this 
kind has hitherto prevented them from 
being fo generally known as they ought 
to be: befides, they were at firft made fo 
foft that they nearly diffolved in the ure- 


thra on being allowed to remain in it for 


the fpace of an hour or two; but this 
fault is now fo entirely remmoved, that I 
have known them remain in the paflage 


feven or eight hours at once, and yet as — 


firm on being withdrawn as when firft in- 
troduced. This renders it a valuable ar- 
ticle, not only for bougies, but flexible 
catheters. | ‘ 

This refin has one very effential advan- 
tage over every compofition that has yet 
been employed for bougies. It does not 
erack or break while in the urethra, how- 
ever frequently it may be introduced. 
When the common bougies are prepared 
with much attention, andthe compofition 


of 
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of which they are formed is not too much 
boiled, they may fometimes be ufed two 
or three times with fafety ; but, in moft 
inftances, they cannot with propriety be 
introduced more than once. Nay, many 
of them, on remaining an hour or two in 
the paflage, are fo much cracked as to ex- 
cite a great deal of irritation and pain 
even on their firft introduction, infomuch 
that Ihave met with different inftances 
where patients had been deterred by this 
caufe alone from ufing bougies, the irrita- 
tion which they excited being fo great as 
to be perfectly infupportable; while, on ~ 
having recourfe to thofe formed of refina. 
elaitica, they were found to create no kind 
of uneafineds. 

Thefe bougies are formed of fine filk, 
or linen, dipped in the refin diffolved in 
ether. ‘They were originally invented by 
Mr. Thedn, of Berlin, and now are made 
by different artifts in Paris. There is caufe 
to regret that the art of forming them 1s 
as yet confined to a very few, fo that our 
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fupplies have hitherto been both fcarce 
and uncertain. © 

In the ufe of bougies the following are 
the points which particularly require at- 
tention : 


1. They fhould be provided in fuch 


rrumbers, and of fuch variety of fizes, that 
there may be no doubt of as many being 
at hand as in any cafe may be requifite. 


2. On proceeding to introduce the firft 
bougie, care fhould be taken to fix upon 
one of fuch a fize as will probably pafs 
without exciting much pain. It is better 
at firft to have it rather {maller than might 
be made to pafs, than be afterwards under 
the neceffity of withdrawing it. Of this 
we may in general judge by the fize of 
{tream inwhichtheurineis obferved to flow. 
It is often indeed found to be forked, and 
fometimes flattened, owing to the form 
and nature of the {tricture, but, with fome 
attention to this circumftance, we may, for 

the 
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the moft part, be determined in the fize of 
bougie that will anfwer. 


3. The patient fhould be placed in fuch 
a pofture as tends in the moft effectual man- 
ner to relax the urethra. He may either be 
made to ftand, with his thighs feparated, 
and his body bent gently forward, or he 
may be laid upon his back, with his thighs 
not only feparate, but raifed. He ought, 
en no account, to befeated. In fitting the 
urethra is apt to be fo much comprefled 
that no fpace is left for the paflage of a. 
bougie. Ihave known feveral unfuccefs- 
ful attempts to pafs a bougie from this 
caufe alone. 


4. The furgeon being feated on the 
right fide of the patient, fhould grafp the 
penis with his left hand, and, at the fame 
time fhould draw it gently forward, fo as 
to {tretch the urethra to fuch a degree as 
may prevent it from catching the point of 
the bougie. With the bougie previoufly 
well oiled, in his right hand, he fhould 

J shee infert 
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infert the point of it into the urethra, 
when it muft be pafled flowly, though 
firmly on, till it meets with fome rent. 
ance. Neither fhould he defift at once on 
the ftricture being met with. It anfwers 
better to continue to pufh on the bougie 
with a due degree of firmneds, than to 
withdraw it immediately, as is often done. 
The firft application of a bougie to the 
obitruction is very apt to excite irritation 
and f{pafm, even in the ftriGture itfelf; and 
I have often thought that this was more 
eafily overcome by pufhing the bougie on 
at firft, than by any fubfequent introduc- 
tion of it. 


5. A knowledge of the force that may 
with fafety be employed in pafling a bou- 
gie can only be acquired by experience. 
The lefs violence that is done to the ure- 
thra, or to the caufe of contraction, the 
better. It cannot, in fome cafes, be done 
without pain, but it fhould never be made 
to force a difcharge of blood. When blood 
comes away, the inftrument fhould be in- 

ftantly 
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{tantly withdrawn: for when this takes 
place, we may always be certain that fome 
parts have been injured which ought not 
to have fuffered, and by continuing to 
force on the bougie, that there is a confix 
derable rifk of its forming a new paflage 


for itfelf. 


6. The diftrefs which enfues from a 
new opening being formed by a bougie is 
apt to be fo great, that nothing fhould be 
omitted that can in any way tend to pre- 
ventit. When there is caufe to fufped, 
from the quantity of blood difcharged, 
that the membrane of the urethra is in- 
jured, the bougie ought not to be again 
introduced for feveral days; not till there 
is reafon to fuppofe that the wound in the 
urethra is healed, for, till this takes place,’ 
it 1s obvious that it would be very apt ta 
renew the injury. 


7. As bougies ought all to be of a coni- 
cal form, they fhould not be pufhed farther _ 
at firft than freely through the firft ob- 

ea firuec- 
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ftructien, otherwile the contr acted part is 
apt to be torn. open with too much force. 
It anfwers better to proceed gradually, and 
to increafe the fize of the bougie, or to 
puih one of the fame fize farther on, in 
fuch a manner as may avoid every rifk of 
injuring the membrane of the ur ethra. 
It is true that cures will be obtained 
where bougies have been introduced with 
much violence ; where violent pain, ac- 
companied with hemorrhagy, has been 
excited: but this is a practice, which, for 
the reafons I have mentioned, ought never 
to be nate niatt 


8. The bougie being introduced, fome 


attention is required to prevent it from 


flipping altogether into the urethra, as well 
as for retaining it in the depth at which it 
isinferted. We obtain the firft of thefe ob- 
jects by bending the end of the bougie, 
which, for this purpote, {hould be left at 
leaft half an inch out of the urethra ; and 


the ufual method of retaining a bougie in — 


ats piace | is, by tying a piece of foft cotton 
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thread to the end of it, and fixing it with 
this either directly to the penis, by pafling 
it once or twice round above the glans, or 
connecting it to the circular belt of a com- 


mon fufpenfory bandage, But the moft. 


effectual method, as well as the eafieit, 
which I have tried, is fitting the penis 
with a fmall bag or pouch of cotton or 
linen. The bougie being introduced with 
its end bent down, the bag muift be put 
over the penis, and being fixed with two 
pieces of tape to a circular belt round the 
body, the bougie is in this manner eafily 
retained. 

Common bougies being of no great va- 
lue, may be cut of fuch a length as to 
leave half an inch or fo out of the urethra, 
for the purpofe of bending down in the 
manner I have mentioned; but thofe of 
the elaftic gum fhould be kept of every 
variety of Jength, from three or four 
inches to nine or ten; and being eafily 
formed with a knob at the large end, they 


are thus, in the moft certain manner, pre-— 


vented from flipping in. 


: 9, When 
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g. When this caution has been negledt- 
ed, and when a bougie is thereby allowed 
to flip completely into the urethra, it is 
fometimes, by the aukward attempts of 
the patient, forced altogether into the 
bladder. | 

In this fituation it cannot be removed 
but by cutting into the bladder, as is done 
in the operation of lithotony, and extract- 
ing it with forceps. But while the bou- 
sie continues in ‘any part of the urethra 
it may be taken out by an operation of 
much lefs importance and hazard, 

When the end of the bougie can be 
feen, it may with fome care and attention 
be laid hold of with a fmall hook, or with 
narrow-bladed forceps, fuch as are ufed 
for extracting ftones that fix near to the 
end of the urethra. But when it has paf- 
fed fo far in that it cannot be perceived, 
this method of extraction will not fuc- 
ceed. 

In this cafe it can only be got out by 
making an incifion upon it directly into the 
| urethra, 
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urethra. | The fkin fhould be firft drawn 


back, when a cut fhould be made through 
the tezuments and urethra at once, of at 
leaft half an inch in length, when, if the 
end of the bougie can be laid hold of, it 
may be taken out at this opening; or if 
this be not practicable, it may be puthed 
forward till the end of it pafles out at the 
end of the urethra. This may be done 
either with {mall forceps or pliers, or by 
fticking a pin into the bougie at the open- 
ing and pufhing it flowly on. The wound 
for the moft part heals ealily. 


‘to. The circumftance which next re- 
quires attention in the ufe of bougies is, 
the time they fhould be allowed to re- 
main in the urethra, and the frequency 
with which they fhould be introduced. 

As bougies act, perhaps, entirely in the 
cure of ftrictures by the preflure which 
they afford, and prove chiefly ufeful by 
the total change of ftructure which they 
induce in the parts to which they are ap- 
pled, they muff neceffarily require a con- 


fiderable 
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tiderable time for effecting this. The 


longer, therefore, that they are retained in 
the urethra, the fooner will this be accom- 
plifhed. But while we attend to the re- 
moval of the ftri¢ture, care muft be taken 


to prevent injury by their exciting too 


much irritation. This, indeed, is the cir- 
cumftance by which we ought to be chiefly 
directed, It may be laid down as a gene- 
ral rule that bougies may be retained in 
the urethra as long as they excite no pain 
or irritation; while, in every inftance, they 
fhould be withdrawn as foon as much pain 
is produced by them. 

At firft they can feldom be allowed to 


remain longer than half an hour at once; ~ 


but on the urethra being for fome time ac- 
euftomed to receive them, they may, for 
the mott part, be left in it for feveral hours; 


and this may be repeated once and again © 


during the courfe of the day. 


ur. During the time that bougies remain 
in the urethra the patient fhould be pre- 


yented from walking or moving more than | 


ho 
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is abfolutely neceflary. This is not ufual- 
ly attended to with neceflary ftri€tnefs, by 
which many are prevented from deriving 
that advantage from bougies which other- 
wife they would receive. 

In walking with a bougie in the urethra 
the irritation induced by it is at all times 
confiderable; but this more efpecially, 
when common bougies areemployed. The 
motion in walking is apt to crack and 
break the plafter of which they are form- 
ed, which renders their furfaces rough and 
unequal, by which it is obvious that much 
harm muit be done. 


12. In order to obtain the advantage of 
perfect reft while bougies are introduced, 
we are advifed by many to employ them 
only at bed time, and to allow them to re- 
main in the paflage during the night. This 
may an{wer when the patient ts not liable 
to nocturnal erections, but where thefe are 
apt to occur it ought never to be permit-’ 
ted. Ihave known feveral inflances of 
much pain and inflammation induced by 


a 
Ae 
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ir It may; in fome circumftances, be 
more inconvenient to apply bougies du- 
ring the day, but it is evident that it may 
be done with more fafety; 


13: To admit as long a retention ag 
poflible of bougies in the paflage, fome 
have alledged, that the patient may with 
latety be allowed to void urine while they 
remain init; I have known this done and 
no harm enfue; where the urine was paf- 
fed ilowly, and with much caution: but I 
have alfo known the attempt do much 
harm, and as the trouble of introducing 
the bougie a fecond time is not equal to 
the hazard of allowing it to remain, I al- 
ways advife it to be withdrawn on a de- 
fire to void urine taking place: | 

Befides the pain and inflammation which 
want of attention in this matter is apt to 
induce, and erections occurring during the 


inti ‘oduction of bougies have hkew ife this . 


effect, I have known different inftances of 


its appearing to lay the foundation of fpaf- 


modic affections of the urethra, which af- 
terwards 


eee 
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terwards proved very obftinate, even after 
the original {trictures were removed. 


14. By gradually increafing the fize of 
the bougie, the ftricture through which it is 
paffed will at laft be rernoved ; but before 
it is entirely deftroyed it will be proper to 
pufh forward the bougie, to difcover 
whether there 1s any other caufe of obftruc- 
tion or not. It is better, however, not to 
make the attempt till the opening through 
the firft is confiderably enlarged, when it 
will much more readily fucceed. 

Whatever other ftrictures are difcovered 
they muft be managed in the manner we 
have advifed for the firft ; the bougie muft, 
if poflible, be made to pafs through them 
all, and the fize of it gradually increafed 
till the urethra is opened to its complete 
fatural fize,-_* 


15. In pafling bougies for this purpofe, 
it has been a point in difpute whether they 
Should be carried the length of the blad- 


Aiea 
Cer, 
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der, and allowed to remain in it ornot. I 
am decidedly of opinion that they fhould 
be paffed completely into the bladder as 
foon as this can be done, in order to dif- 
cover the utmoft extent of the ftrictures ; 
but I alfo think that they fhould never be 
allowed to remain in the bladder. The 
common bougies are fo apt to crack, and 
pieces of the plafter to fall off, that this 
might very poflibly happen from their 


being immerfed in urine; and we all know, 


that if a particle fhould drop, not fmall 
enough to pafs off with the urine, that it: 


would probably ferve as a nucleus for a 
ftone. This would not fo readily happen 
with bougies of elaftic gum; but even 


thefe, where there is fo much hazard, 


ought not to be trufted, particularly as 
there is no real neceffity for it in the ma- 
niagement of ftrictures; for it is found 
upon diffection, that they are always feated 
anterior to the neck of the bladder. They 
are often in the membranous part of the 


urethra; but they have, perhaps, never 


been 
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been met with in the proftate gland, I 
mean in the urethra as it pafles through 
this gland. 

It muft be admitted that the urine is 
often obftructed -by affections of -this 
gland; by inflammation, as well as by a 
more indolent kind of fwelling, to which, 
as we have elfewhere had occafion to fee, 
it is fometimes liable. But this variety of 
ob{truction, inftead of being removed by 
bougies, is always injured by them. We 
are fometimes under the necefhity of paf- 
fing a catheter, even during an inflamed 
{tate of the proftate gland ; but this fhould 
only be done for drawing off the urine 
when it has been completely fupprefled. 
When the gland has been for fome time 
fwelled in fuch a manner as to. create a 
{toppage to the flow of urine, it is obvious 
from its firmnefs, that bougies cannot re- 
move it, while, by the irritation which 
they excite, they never fail to do harm. 


bei 0. Befides the length hrs time which 
bougies fhould be kept inferted daily, it is 
VOL. I, Me an. 
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an objet of itfiportance to determine at 
what period they may with fafety be laid 
afide. This, I muft acknowledge, is difh- 
cult to do, as it depends upon a variety of 
circumftances with which it is impoflible 
at all times to be acquainted. Even where 
the ftricture is fo completely removed that 
bougies pafs with eafe, and the urine is 
voided in a full ftream, the difeafe is apt 
to recur if the bougies be too foon left off. 
They fhould, in every inftance, be worn 
for a confiderable time after all appear- 
ances of {tricture are gone, and the more 
obftinate the difeafe has been the longer 
they fhould be continued. 

Even after a patient confiders himfelf as 
fo entirely well that he may conceive no 
hazard to enfue from the farther ufe of 
bougies being entirely dropped, ftill he 
ought to have them at all times in his pof- 
feffion, fo as to be able, on the leaft return 
of obftruction, to employ them inftantly. 
This is a precaution not often adverted to, 
but which ought never to be difregarded 
by any who has fuffered in this manner; 


and : 
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and I think it the more neceflary to infift 
upon it, from feveral inftances having fal- 
jen within my own knowledge of the moft 
diftrefsful confequences enfuing from a 
neglect of 1t; It is more particularly pro-, 
per for all people in this fituation, going 
upon a journey, to be well provided with 
bougies; for when from home they can- 
not always readily meet with them, while, 
at the fame time, they are more expofed 
to the various caufes moft apt to excite a 
return of the difeafe. Thefe particularly 
are, expofure to cold and dampnefs ; much 
fatigue, whether on foot, horfeback, or in 
a carriage; and excefs in wine and {piri- 
tuous liquors. 

All of thefe caufes a@ with fuch certain- 
ty in inducing a return of affections of 
this kind, that Ihave feldom known them 
fail where people have been much expofed 
to them; and, in moft inftances, their ef 
fect is perceived foon after their applica- 
tion. I have known a perfon, who, after 
being completely cured of ftrictures for 
feveral years, has been feized with a very 


Wes hazard- 
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hazardous and painful return of the dif 
order, in the courfe of an hour or two af- 


ter being much expofed to a cold eaft 


wind. Itis particularly apt to occur from 
violent exertion on horfeback, and from 
being much overheated with wine ; more 
efpecially from excefs in port wine. - 

A return of ftricture is alfo apt to arife 
from the urine being at any time too long 
retained after a defire takes place to pafs 
it. This ought always to be guarded 
again{t;, but [ alfo think it right to men- 
tion, that patients fometimes err in getting 
into the habit of voiding urine too fre- 


quently. © By yielding immediately to ~ 
every impulfe, fuch a habit takes place, — 


that they are apt, from this caufe alone, 
to continue during life to pafs it every 
hour or two. This proves not only very 


inconvenient, but it is alfo-apt to induce” 


a contracted ftate of the cavity of the 
bladder, together with a thickening of its 
coats, its full diftenfion which naturally 
ought to occur from time to time, being 
thereby prevented. Hence it 18 a matter 


of 
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of no {mall importance for patients in this 
fituation to obferve as juft a medium as 
can be done between the two extremes 
which we have mentioned. : 

On the leaft return of ftridture being 
perceived, whatever the caufe may be, a 
bougie fhould be immediately introduced. 
The patient, if he.is plethoric, fhould be 
blooded in proportion to his {trength; his 
bowels -fhould be opened with a gentle 
laxative, or with a clyfter ; and he fhould 
be kept in bed till the violence of the dif- 
eafe be removed. In this manner I have 
known the moft formidable attack foon 
carried off, while, from treating them with 
inattention, even the moft trifling fymp- 
toms have been rendered fevere, and in 
the higheft degree obftinate. 

The fudden and unexpected manner in 
which patients are often attacked with a 
return of thefe affections, has given caufe 
co fufpect that they mutt, in fuch inftances, 
proceed from {pafm,__ But the obftinacy 
with which they often continue, as well as 
every other circumf{tance attending them, 

1) 3 ren- 
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renders it obvious, that in a great propor- 
tion of cafes they proceed from caufes of 
a more permanent nature than fpafm 1 is al- 
moft ever found to be, 


17. We have hitherto been fuppofing 
that the ftrictures are of fuch a nature as 
to permit a bougie to be paffed with no 
great difficulty; in which cafe, no doubt 
can be entertained of our being able, by 
perfeverance, either to accomplifh a cure, 
or to afford at leaft very effectual relief, 
and to prevent. any alarming obftruction 
from taking place to the paflage of the 
urine; for however bad a ftri€ture may 
be, if Reales of a {mall fize can be paffed 
at firft, we may always be able, as I have 
already obferved, in a gradual manner, to 
introduce thote of a larger fize. But fre- 
quently, either from the paffage being con- 
tracted to a very {mall fize, or from the 
ftri@ure being altogether on one fide of 
the urethra, by which the paflage is 
thrown over to the oppofite one, after a 
variety of attempts we find no progrefs 

: made, 
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made, or if any thing is gained, it is fo 
inconfiderable as to afford no kind of re- 
lief. This proves always very difpiriting 
to the patient, and is apt to difpofe practi- 
tioners not much verfant in this branch 
of bufinefs to defift from all further trials: 
confidering the -difeafe te be incurable, 
they prefcribe a courfe of palliatives, 
which, for the moft part, avail little, while 
the only remedy from which advantage 
could be expeCted is deferted. 

This ought never to be done, at leaft it 
ought never to come on the part of the 
practitioner, nor can any thing warrant 
the meafure but the patient himfelf being 
determined again{t the farther application 
of bougies. This, from impatience and 
difappointment, is apt to happen; but it 
ought at all times to be as much as pof- 
{ible refifted. Even in the moft obftinate 
obftru@tion that occurs, if the paflage be 
not altogether obliterated, a furgeon of ex- 
perience will fcarcely fail, if he be not pre- 
vented by the impatience or timidity of 

LORS. his 
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his patient from perkexaring for a due 
length are time. 


18. When there is caufe to fifped that 
the paffage is thrown over to one fide.of 
the urethra, by the ftricture being fixed 
in the other, a point in which’ we may 
fometimes be determined by external ex- 
amination with the fingers, and moft fre- 
quently. by the feelings of the patient, the 
extremity of the bougie fhould be flightly 
curved or bent before being inferted, and 
the point of it being turned towards that 
fide where the paflage is under{tood to be, 
if carried on in this direction we will 
fometimes fucceed, when various attempts 
have failed in the ufual manner. It will 
be readily fuppofed that the curvature 
given to the bougie muft be very incon- 
fiderable ; but even the flighteft will fome- 
times give it the direGtion which we with 
it to take, while it does not prevent it from 
pafling with fufficient eafe along the ure- 
thra. 


19. In 


Sect. IV... from Siridures, Fe. - 20% 


1g. In the introduction of .a bougie it 
ought to be kept firm between the finger 
and thumb of the right hand, and pufhed 
gradually forward till it reaches the f{tric- 
ture; but when it has got this length, it 
commonly anfwers better to twirl it be- 
fween the finger and thumb, taking care 
to pully it gently forward at the fame tume. 
At leaft .l.often fucceed..in. this manner 
when the ufual method of puthing it di- 
rely on, has failed. - 


20. I have already: obferved that no 
more force fhould be ufed in the introduc- 
tion of a bougie than 1s merely neceflary 
for making it pafs; but it is proper to re- 
mark, that in the hands. of a furgeon of 
experience, much more force may with 
fafety be,applied than others can with any 
propriety. venture to‘employ. By pufhing 
a bougie flowly and gradually forward, 
we often force it through ftri@tures with- 
out any difcharge of blood taking place, 
while ruch pain and laceration is fome- 
times produced even. by lefs violence, 
| ) when 
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when applied in a hurried or quick man- 
ner. 


2%. When we find upon trial that a 
fmall bougie, nearly the fize of the open- 
ing, is made to pafs, no force will be af- 
terwards required, if the bougies be gra- 
dually increafed in fize. But when we 
find, upon repeated trials, that the remain- 
ing paflage cannot be difcovered, and 
when we therefore mean to employ more 
force, a bougie of greater {trength fhould 
be ufed in place of the {maller one.. The 
fmall fized bougies, particularly thofe of 
the common kind, are fo eafily bent that 
they fhould never be employed where 
much force is required. I have known 
even furgeons of experience pufh forward 
bougies of this kind, and concluding that 
they had paifled the ftricture, have carried 
them on till they imagined they had 
nearly reached the bladder, when, on being 
withdrawn, they were twifted up in the 
form of a cork-fcrew, having never gone 


farther than the ftricture. 
With 
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With a firm, well-volifhed bougie of 
elaftic gum, well rounded at the end, and 
not fimaller than a crow’s quill, fuch a 
force may be applied as will often fucceed 
when no advantage can be derived from 
thofe of a fmaller fize; and we fhould not 
be deterred from proceeding although the 
firft trials prove unfuccefsful, for we often. 
pats the ftricture by perfeverance when 
no advantage was gained at firit. 

Y have reafon indeed to imagine, from 
what has happened in the courfe of my 
own practice, that few cafes will occur 
which may not ultimately be cured by 
bougies. But when they do, in what 
manner are we to proceed? When every 
trial that we dare venture upon with bou- 
gies fails, what are we todo? This, it is 
evident, muft depend entirely upon the 
ftate of the parts affected, and upon the 
degree of obftruction which takes place. 

If there is {till fuch an opening left as 
admits of the urine paffing off with toler- 
able eafe, I would advife nothing farther 
£0 be done. A patient, in fuch a fituation, 
TN had 
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had better fubmit to the inconvenience of 
pafling it flowly, and even frequently, than 
to the operation of removing the {tricture, 
which confifts in laying the obftructed 
part; of the. eatin open, and in the fre- 
quent introdu@tion of a bougie during the 
pracefs.. ef the -reunion of the divided 
parts. This, however, is an operation of 
much, importance : it is attended with fo 
mauch pain, and with fuch uncertain fuc~ 
eels, that: no, practitioner. of experience 
WwW ould recommend it while the urine is not 
totally obftructed;, and long before this 
could, probably happen, the fituation of 
the parts lying between the ftrifture and 
the bladder 1s commonly fuch as to in- 
duce the. patient to fubmit.more readily to 
any operation that may be neceflary than 
he ever would have: done in a more early 
ftage of the diforder. Whenever the ftric- 
ture occafions much difficulty to the flow 
of urine, that part.of the urethra lying be- 
tween the ftri@ure and bladder is necefla- 
rily diftended on every attempt to void 
urine, This frequent. ftretching at laft 

weak- 
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weakens the lining membrane of the ure- 
thra: the urine is at firft in {mall quan- 
tities, and afterwards in larger, forced into 
the furrounding cellular fubftance: this 
forming one or more {mall tumours, at 
laft burfts cut through a correfponding 
number of openings, either in. the peri- 
neum, or in the cellular part of the {cro- 
tum. At leaft this is the ufual propgrefs 
of fuch tumours when the {ftrictures in 
the urethra by which they were produced 
cannot be removed. 
This is the moft frequent caufe of the 
difeafe we have already had occafion to 
mention, Fiftula in Perineo, in which the 
urine continues to flow out at the newly 
forced openings, as long as the {trictures 
in the urethra are allowed to remain, and 
which accordingly, as we have already ob- 
ferved, makes the patient eafily fubmit to 
whatever may be neceflary for removing 
them. In fuch circumflances nothing will 
prove fuccefsful if the difeafed parts be. 
not freely laid open. Ai {ftaft being intro- 
duced the length: of the ftri@ure, anda 
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fmall probe paffed in at one of the open: 
ings, and carried to the oppofite fide of 
the ftricture, the intermediate fpace fhould 
be laid open by an incifion in the direction 
of the urethra. In this manner the caufe of 
ob{truction will be difcovered and re- 
moved, and the other finufes communi: 
cating with the urethra being likewife laid 
freely open, a cure, even of the worft cafes 
that occur, may thus be frequently obtain- 
ed. To enter more fully into the confi- 
deration of this operation, and of the after 
treatment of the fores, would here be im- 
proper, as it would extend this article to 
too great a length. It could not be done 
_ with precifion and clearnefs without enter- 
ing upon the general doctrine of fiftula, 
and upon the different methods of cure 
that have been propofed for it; and as this 
has been done in a different work, I muft 
now refer to what I had then occafion to 
fay upon it*. 

Before concluding the confideration of 
ftri€tures in the urethra, I think it necef- 


* Vide Syftem of Surgery, chapters xv and xx. 
fary 


Sedat. IV. from Strifures, Se. 303 


fary to notice a method of cure that has 
been propofed where we fail in the intro- 
duction of bougies, the repeated introduc- 
tion of cauftic into the urethra, with the 
view of deftroying the caufe by which the 
ftricture is produced. 

This practice prevailed upwards of a 
hundred years ago, but was foon relin- 
quifhed. It has lately, however, been re- 
vived, or rather a propofal made for re- 
viving it, by Mr. Hunter of London, un- 
der whofe direction it 1s to be hoped that 
it will foon become as generally ufeful as 
we can ever expectit to be. But as I con- 
fider this practice as more or lefs hazard- 
ous, and not likely to prove often effectual, 
{ {hall briefly ftate what leads me to form 
this opinion, that others may be on their 
guard againft too implicit an adoption 
of it. | 

The introduction of cauftic into the 
urethra muft prove hazardous from two 
circumitances, our not being able, even 
with all the pains we can take, to apply it 
to the ftridture alone, without injurine 

the 
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the contiguous parts of the urethra, 
and the rifk which there muft always be 
of fome {mall portion of the cauftic break- 
ing off and being left in the paflage. 

Mr. Hunter has indeed invented a very 
neat apparatus for the introduction of 
cauftic. It confifts of. a filver tube, open 
at both ends, nearly the thicknefs of a com= 
mon catheter, with a port-crayon, fome- 
what longer than the tube, into which the 
cauftic is fixed. A ftillette, with a perfeAly 
round end, is firft paffed through the tube, 
and if it be exactly fitted to the end of it, 
the two together may be carried with per- 
fect eafe along the urethra till they come 
in contact with the ftricture, when the 
{tillette is to be withdrawn, and the port- 
crayon, with the cauftic fixed in it, intro- 


duced. ‘The cauftic being applied to the 
ftricture for about the fpace of a minute, ~ 


muit be withdrawn along with the in- 
{trument, and this muft be repeated every 
two or three days till the caufe of obftruc- 
tion 1s removed. . | 


This, 
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This, from defcription, appears perfectly 


fimple, and of eafy execution; but not- 
withftanding the ingenuity of the inven- 
tion, it is obvioufly lable to the two ob- 
jeCtions which I have mentioned. We 
know, even where parts are uncovered, 
and therefore immediately under view, 
that it is exceedingly difficult to deftroy 
difeafed parts with cauftic, without injur- 
ing the contiguous found parts. In the ure- 
thra, therefore, where we receive no advan- 
tage from the eye, and where the flighteft 
deviation of the inftrument may fix the 
cauftic upon the urethra icfelf, inftead of 
the ftri€ture, there muft evidently be a 
good deal of hazafd from this circumftance 
alone, independent of the chance of injur- 
ing the contiguous parts merely by the 
{preading of the cauftic, admitting it to 
be applied with all manner of exactnefs. 
Befides, as the fize of cauftic that can 
be paffed in this manner 1s neceflarily very 
{mall, there muit always be fome hazard 
of its flipping out or breaking off, an oc- 
currence from which the higheft degree of 
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diftrefs would enfue; for it. could not be ~ 


extracted, and dilution could not be em- 


ployed with fuch effe@ as to prevent it 


from doing a great-deal of mifchief. 


Another very important objeCtion oc- — 
curs to this practice... A great proportion — 


of all ftrictures, perhaps nearly nine of a 
hundred, are feated beyond the curve of 


the urethra, to which an inftrument fo © 


ftreight as a tube acting as the conductor — 
of another body ought to be, cannot be © 


carried. But Mr. Hunter, forefeeing the — 


ee oe ne 


difficulty, has endeavoured to remove it — 
by propofing that the end of the tube © 


fhould be flexible, and of the fame form ~ 


with the common flexible catheter of filver. — 


But this, while 1t apparently adds to the © 


ingenuity of the invention, renders it evi- 
dently more hazardous. The {mall point 


of cauftic contained in the port-crayon will | 
be more apt to be broken or loofened in ~ 
pafling through a curved tube thanthrough 
a {treight one, while it will not be poflible ~ 
to apply it to any one point with fuch — 


irmnefs and fteadineds. 
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But even admitting that cauttic may 
with fafety be conveyed to ftri€tures in 
the urethra, yet, in thofe cafes which do 
not yield to the ufe of bougies, the ob- 
ftruction is generally of confiderable ex- 
tent, and the quantity of cauttic neceflary 
for removing it fo great that the contigu- 
ous found parts of the paflace muft be 
much injured, whatever care and attention 
we beftow in the application of fo ative 
aremedy. On thefe accounts, it would 
appear, that for the removal of {tri@tures 
in the urethra, the application of cautftic is 
either impracticable or unfafe. In all 
flight ob{tructions of the urethra a degree 
of force may be ufed with bougies, fufii- 
cient for removing them. Whenever this 
can be done, no ‘perfon will doubt of the 
propriety of preferring them to the ufe of 
cauftic ; and when the caufe of obftruction 
is of fach extent as to render our attempts 
with bougies unfuccefsful, there will be 
little or no room to hope ee cauftic will 
anfwer the purpofe. — In other parts of the 
body we all know how difficult it is to re- 

m& 2 move 
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move even the callous edges of an ulcer 
with cauftic. Nay,in many inftances, new 
parts feem to form before the efehar pro- 
duced by the previous application of the 
cauftic has come off. Ihaveno hefitation, 
therefore, in faying, that in fimilar affec- 
tions of the urethra, proceeding to the ex- 
tent which we here fuppofe them to do, 


cauftic would either be altogether inade-— 


quate for the purpofe, or muft be applied 
in fuch quantities as would be attended 
with a great deal of hazard. , 

Tn all fuch circumftances, I confider it 
as preferable to let the difeafe take its 
ufual courfe. The worft that can happen 


is, the formation of finufes behind the 


ftrictures, and the difcharge of urine from 
the openings which thefe produce. Few 
patients incline long to fubmit to this ; but 


I confider the cure of this {tate of the dif- : 


eafe, by the mode of treatment already 
pointed out, as more certain, while it is 
obvioufly much lefs hazardous than the 


means propofed for preventing it by the ~ 


application of cauitie. 
SE CT. 
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SECTION V. 


Of deranged Senfations in the Bladder, Ure- 


thra, and contigueus Parts. 


()‘ the running and other leading 
: fymptoms of Gonorrhcea becoming 
moderate, all the others ufually abate, and 
the patient, for the moft part, is perfectly 
well foon after the difcharge leaves him. 

‘ This, however, is by no means univer- 
fally the cafe, for it fometimes happens 
that a good deal of diftrefs remains long 
after the difcharge 1s completely removed, 
and as the fymptoms which take place in 
this ftate of the difeafe are of a nature 
which cannot be referred to any particular 
head, I have judged it proper to {peak of 
them in a feparate feCtion. 

Without any fixed pain, a patient, who 
from the difcharge and other fymptoms 
pag of 
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of Gonorrhcea leaving him, has caufe to 
imagine that his cure is completed, will 
be fuddenly feized with uneafinefs over 
his loins ; painful feelings over all the re- 
gion of the bladder, particularly about the 
neck of it; a fenfe of wearinefs on the re- 
gion of the kidneys, which fometimes be- 
comes much pained ; a confiderable degree 
of uneafinefs over the whole courfe of the 
urethra, particularly about the glans, and 
a painful fenfation of rolling, and other 
unufual motions, in the tefticles, 

In fome cafes thefe fymptoms, which 
feem to be confined to the organs of urine 
and generation, take place either in whole 
or in part by themfelves. At other times 
they are conjoined with affeCtions of other 
parts, chiefly with thofe of the ftomach 
and alimentary canal. In one cafe they 
were accompanied with regular attacks of 
cholic, which had all the appearance, front 
the violent degree of pain which occurred, 
of proceeding from inflammation, but 
which always fubfided immediately on the 
fymptoms being removed by which it 

| | feemed 
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we 
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feemed to be induced. In different in- 
ftances I have known ficknefs and vomit- 
ing fucceed to that painful uneafinefs to 
which patients in this fituation are fome- 
times liable in the kidneys. 

Diftrefsful feelings frequently occur in 

_ the rectum, which give caufe to fufpect, 
in fome inftances, that they proceed from 
piles, and in others from tumours forming 
in the end of the gut. A painful tenef- 
mus often accompanies this fet of fymp- 
toms. : 
In fome almoft every fymptom occurs 
which ufually takes place in {tone in the 
bladder. A dull, heavy pain is felt at the 
neck of the bladder, which fpreads along 
the urethra, and fixes upon the glans. 
The patient is diftrefled with frequent de- 
fire to pafs water, and, in pafling it, it of- 
ten ftops fuddenly when coming off in a 
full ftream. 

In afew cafes fymptoms of paralyfis 
occur, both in the bladder and urethra. 
The patient at one time finding it difficult, 
or even impoilible, to force the urine out 
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of the bladder, while, at others, it runs off 
in drops, without his being able to retain 
it. | 

Thefe, unequal flates of the power of 
pafling and retaining the urine will fome- 
times occur alternately, feveral times in 
the courfe of the fame day ; while at times 
one of them will continue for feveral days 
together, and at laft will difappear fud- 
denly, after having refifted every remedy 
_ that-had been employed for it. — 

It will readily be fuppofed, however, that 
all of thefe fymptoms cannot probably oc- 
cur at the fame time in the fame patient, 
but every practitioner muft have met with 
all of them in different pattents. 

At the fame time thatthey take place with 
fome variety, they likewife occur in very 
audsfont degrees. In fome they are fo 
flight as merely to excite fome trifling de- 
gree of uneafinefs, and fo tranfient, that 
they come and go frequently in the courfe 
of the fame day ; while, in others, they are 
fo fixed and permanent that the patient re- 
mains in a ftate of conftant diftrefs, and 

expe= 
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experiences fuch a degree of it as he is 
fcarcely able to fupport. 

In women, the bladder, kidneys, and 
abdominal vifcera, are equally liable to be 
affected as in men; and they are alfo apt 
to be diftrefled with uneafinefs about the 
neck of the womb, and bearing-down 
pains, {tretching to the thighs. 

Even inthe moft firm-minded people the 
{fymptoms | have defcribed prove frequent- 
ly very diftrefsful; but where the mind is 
weak, and the imagination eafily affected, 
they arrive in fome inflances at the moft. 
alarming height. In whatever degree they 
_ may appear, they are attributed to the 
preceding difeafe having either been im- 
properly treated, or not completely cured ; 
and when this occurs in a mind prone to 
fears and anxiety, the diftrefs which they 
are apt to excite, is in fome inflances fo 
great, as can {cearcely from fuch a caufe be 
fuppofed to exift. Whether a courfe of 
mercury be advifeable or not, the patient is 
never fatisfied till this medicine be prefcri- 
bed; for he is always afraid that his con- 

| ftitution 
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ftitution will be ruined if mercury be 
omitted. If this proves fuceefsful, or if 
he gets well when under it, he remains 
completely fatisfied ; but’ when this does 
not happen, as is the cafe in moft inftances, 
he then believes that he is incurable, and 
that his fituation is defperate. Every va- 
riety of noftrum is now had recourfe to: 
by the effect of thefe, and ftill more by the 
agony of mind under which he labours, 
his conftitution at laft begins to fuffer ; he 
gradually becomes weaker and emaciated ; 
and if his life is prolonged, it is almoft al- 
ways a fcene of anxious inquietude and 
diftrefs. | 
The caufe of all or any of thefe fymp- 
toms it is often impoffible to explain. 
Were they to happen chiefly where the pre- 
vious inflammation has run high, or where 
the patient, when under cure, had been par- 
ticularly apt to indulge in venery, excefs 
of wine, or bodily fatigue, one or other of 
thefe caufes would tend to account for 
them. But this is by no means the cafe. 
They are met with as frequently where 
the 
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the difeafe has been of a mild nature, and 
where it was cured in an eafy manner, as 
where the fymptoms have been fevere and 
obftinate. Where this takes place we are 
apt to fuppofe that they are moftly, if not 
entirely, of an imaginary nature, and to 
treat ther accordingly. This, to a cer- 
tain degree, may often be proper, as it may 
fortify the mind of the patient againft 
thofe ill-grounded fears to which he might 
otherwife be expofed; but we are not to 
fuppofe that fymptoms of this kind are al- 
ways id¢al, merely from our not being able 
to account for them, or from the previous 
Gonorrhea having been of fuch a mild na- 
ture as we may imagine ought not to have 
produced them. Ihave met with inftances 
of this, where the previous difeafe was ex- 
ceedingly mild, and where no obvious af- 
fection of the parts was perceptible, and 
yet the violence of the diftrefs in fuch a 
degree as kept the patients in a ftate of 

conftant mifery. 
Many of the fymptoms enumerated 
above are fuch as are produced by tumours 
| about 
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about the neck of the bladder, particular- 
ly by affections of the proftate gland, and 
by a contracted ftate of the bladder itfelf. 
In fuch cafes, the caufe of the difeafe 
is at once rendered obvious by examina- 
tion with the finger in ano; but at pre- 
{ent we are fuppofing that no organic af- 
fection can be difcovered: either inwardly 
or outwardly, an occurrence by no means 
uncommon, and in which I therefore con- 
clude that the fymptoms proceed from a 
deranged {tate of the nerves, produced by 
the previous affection of the urethra. I 
have accordingly arranged all of them un- 
der one general head of Deranged Senfa- 
tions, nor is there caufe, from the nature 
of the remedies found to prove moft fuc- 
cefsful in removing them, to treat of them 
feparately, nearly the fame general treat- 
ment being found to anfwer in all of them. 
Before proceeding to enumerate the re- 
medies for affections of this kind, I may 
obferve, that although we cannot in any 
cafe fay pofitively what will accomplifh a 
cure, I can with certainty fay what will 
not 
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notanfwer. I have already remarked, that 
patients in this fituation are apt to fufpect 
that their fymptoms proceed from the pre- 
vious difeafe having been improperly 
treated. This leads them to imagine that 
a latent poifon is ftill lurking in the con- 
{ftitution, 2nd mercury being the only cer- 
tain antidote for the venereal poifon, they 
always infift upon this being preferibed. 
Some practitioners, {till entertaining the 
opinion of Gonorrheea and Lues Venerea 
proceeding from the fame infection, con- 
fider it neceflary to prefertbe mercury for 
all the confequences of each of them, while 
others are readily prevailed upon, bythe fo- 
licitation of their patients, to permit what 
they may fuppofe it would not be in their 
power to prevent. But’from all the ex 
perience which | have had of it, I am 
clearly of opinion that no advantage 1s 
ever derived from it, while, in a great pro- 
portion of cafes, it evidently does harm. 
By relaxing the conftitution it renders it 
much more irritable than -it was before, 

and 
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and thus tends to aggravate all fuch fymp- 

toms as thofe we are now confidering. 
The remedies. upon which we chiefly 
depend are, blood-letting, opiates, warm 
bathing, blifters, cicuta, hyocyamus, elec- 

tricity, Jefuit’s bark, and cold bathing. 
_ When the conftitution is already much 
reduced and debilitated, blood-letting muft 
neceflarily be imadmiflible ; but whenever 
plethora takes place nothing proves more 
ufeful than blood-letting, both general and 
local, particularly the difcharge of blood 
from the perineum, and parts contiguous 
to the anus, by the application of leeches. 
In fuch circumftances it removes or leffens 
irritability with more certainty than any 
other remedy.. Even where there has been 
caufe to fufpect a tendency to paralyfis in 
the bladder and contiguous parts, leeches 
applied as near as poflible to the feat of the 
difeafe have proved ferviceable ; nor need 
we ever hefitate in advifing them where the 
patient is not much emaciated, But the 
remedy which, in all affections of this 
kind, proves moft univerfally ufeful is 
opium. 
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opium. It not only fooths and allays the 
prefent diftrefs, but when, by a well-judg- 
ed, timeous application of it we can, for a 
week or two together prevent the acceflion 
of pain, we in this manner-often accomp- 
lifh a cure. It anfwers the purpofe whe- 
ther it be given by the mouth or in cly- 
fters, but it proves always moft effectual 
when given in fufhicient dofes by the 
anus. 

The external application of laudanum, 
and of anodyne balfam, in fome cafes af- 
fords. relief, particularly when conjoined 
with zther. In thofe deranged fenfations 
which fometimes occur in the perineum 
and about the neck of the bladder, imme- 
diate relief is often obtained by rubbing 
the parts affected with a mixture of warm 
- Jaudanum and ether; and I have known 
the fuppreflion of urine, which occurs 
from this caufe, relieved in the fame man- 
ner. . 

When opiates fail in procuring relief, 
or when they difagree. with the patient, 
the femicupium fometimes  fucceeds, 


Warm 
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Warm, fomentations applied to the peri- 
neum, and over the loins, often prove ufe- 
ful; and the fteams of warm vinegar, con- 
veyed with attention to the parts affected, 
have likewife been ufed with advantage. 
The beft article we can employ in fach 
cafes for fomentations is a ftrong decoc« 

tion of the heads of poppies.. 
Blifters, in all fuch affeGtions, are per- 
haps the moft effectual of all our external 
applications. It is chiefly, however, where 
the urethra feems to be the feat of the dif- 
eafe that they prove ufeful, and where the 
neck of the bladder is affeCted with fuch 
a degree of weaknefs as prevents the urine 
from being retained by it. In the former, 
blifters a with moft advantage when ap- 
plied to the perineum, and in the latter 
they fhould be applied to the loins. The 
moft diftrefsful fenfations produced by 
this caufe, and which for many years have 
obftinately refifted every other remedy, 
have, in fome inftances, been removed by 
the application of a blifter to the perineum: 
In fome cafes one proves fufficient; but 
in 
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in others they require to be repeated oncé 
and again before all the fymptoms dif 
appear. cist , 

Upon the fame principle with blifters, 
exciting a return of the running after it has 
{topped, or after it has been diminifhed in 
quantity, has at times been productive of 
fome benefit. This may be done by fo- _ 
menting the penis and perineum with 
warm water, the application of warm 
poultices to the perineum, and by a cau- 
tious ufe of bougies: ‘The practice was 
probably fuggefted by fymptoms of this 
kind having in fome inftances been re- 
moved by the patient getting a frefh attack 
ef Gonorrhoea from a new infection, dif= 
ferent cafes of which I have met with. 

In all fuch inflances, where the inflam- 
mation recently induced is confiderable, 
the previous fymptoms are either much 
diminifhed in violence, or entirely re- 
moved. This would lead to the pradtice 
ef exciting an inflamed ftate of the parts 
ina contiderable degree, and which bou- 
gies will never fail to do, if covered with 

Vou |. ¥ eil 
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oil of turpentine, with a fmall quantity of 
common refin melted in it; but as it is ob« 
vious that much harm would enfue from 
this practice being carried any great length, 
it ought to be managed in every inftance 
with the greateft delicacy and attention. 

- It may be proper to remark that it 
proves chiefly ufeful where the difeafe is 
confined to the urethra ; although, in fome 
cafes, it has fucceeded even where the 
bladder and kidneys have been affected. 

Where the urine in fuch cafes pafles off 
involuntarily, blifters, we have faid, anfwer 
with moft certainty when apphed to the 
loins. This probably proceeds from the 
difeafe in thefe inftances arifing, for the 
-moft part, from an affetion of the blad- 
der itfelf; but where it proceeds, as 1t may 
fometimes do, from a tendency to paraly- 
fis in the urethra and mufcles connected 
with it, blifters will prove motft a 
when applied to the perineum. 

Where the urine paffes off in this man- 
ner, balfam of copaiba, and other aftrin-: 
gent balfams, are ufually given. They 

are 
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the tone of fuch parts as appear to be re- 
laxed and weakened, and which it is ima- 
gined they muift do, from their having a 
peculiar tendency to pafs off by the organs 
of urine. In like manner the internal ufe 
of cantharides is prefcribed, from an idea 
of this fymptom depending, in every in- 
{tance, on a lofs of tone in the parts af- 
feGted, and from our knowing, that in 
moft cafes, cantharides proves a powerful 
ftimulus both to the kidneys and bladder. 

All of thefe balfams, as well as the com- 
mon turpentines, which are not'effentially 
different, may in all fuch cafes be ufed 
with fafety. In fome inftances they may 
perhaps prove ufeful, and 1 do not ima- 
gine that they will ever do harm. This, 
however, cannot be faid of the internal 
ufe of cantharides. In large quantities 
they act as a poifon: and even where ma- 
naged with caution, the principle of the 
practice feems, in fuch cafes as we are now 
{peaking of, to be doubtful; for as there 
is caufe to fuppofe that the difeafe ae 
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ceeds more frequently from too much ir- 
ritability about the neck of the bladder and 
urethra, than from any deficiency of tone, 
there is reafon to fear, that by increafing 
the fenfibility of the parts affected, they 
would ia many inftances be more apt to 
do harm than good. It 1s therefore pro- 
per, previous to the internal exhibition of 
cantharides, to determine with accuracy 
whether the difeafe proceeds from real 
weaknefs or morbid irritability. In the 
one cafe they may fometimes prove ufeful ; 
in the other they will be apt to add to the 
~wiolence of the difeafe. 

Cicuta has been frequently prefcribed 
here ; and when given to fuch extent as to 
act as an anodyne, it thay fometimes prove 
ufeful. Uponthe fame principle, hyocya-_ 
mus may with propriety be prefcribed ; 
but we have no reafon to fuppofe that 
either of thefe articles act in any other 
manner in curing the difeafe. As no or- 
ganic affection appears to take place here, 
they cannot act by diffolving hard or en- 
Jarged: parts; Any advantage derived 

from 
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from them will therefore be nearly in pro- 
portion to the anodyne effects which oc. 
cur from them; and in this view they 
may prove ufeful when opiates difagree 
with the ftomach, asin fuch circumitances 
it is of confequence to have it in our power 
to employ remedies of a fimilar operation. 

Electricity has now and then given a 
temporary relief to fymptoms of this kind. 
It fhould be exhibited in the form of {parks 
drawn from the parts chiefly affected, par- 
ticularly from the perineum, and parts 
moit contiguous to the neck of the blad- 
der. 

It is proper, however, to remark, that 
the fame obfervations are applicable in ad- 
vifing electricity that were made upon the 
internal exhibition of cantharides. Both 
of thefe remedies, as well as the applica- 
tion of blifters to the loins, have been 
chiefly prefcribed, where, in affections of 
this nature, the urine paffes off involunta- 
rily, and they are advifed upon the idea of 
this fymptom proceeding from paralyfis 
of the neck of the bladder. But as there 
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is much caufe toimagine that the frequent 
difcharge of urine, which patients in this 
fituation are fometimes diftrefled with, 
proceeds more from irritability in the 
neck of the bladder than from real weak- 
nefs, there is reafon to think that eledtri- 
city, by increafing the fenfibility of the 
part affected, and which in many inftan- 
ces it evidently does, will rather tend to 

ageravate the complaint. | 
Blifters, whether applied to the loins or 
perineum, may prove ufeful, not merely by 
the difcharge which they excite, but by the 
irritation which they produce upon the ° 
fkin. There is nothing more certain than 
our being often able to remove pain and ir- 
ritability from one part by exciting it in 
others. Of this we have frequent proofs 
in the application of blifters and other fti- 
ulants, in deep-feated pain in the fide, 
-where the diftrefs is often removed as foon 
as the fkin becomes warm and uneafy, 
and long before any vefications are pro- 
duced. Sinapifms applied to the feet, 
have, in fome inftances, removed head-ach 
when 
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when every other remedy has failed. In 
like manner blifters feern to operate when 
applied to the perineum, for the removal 
of thofe fenfations to which patients in 
this fituation are fometimes liable. But 
electricity, as well as the internal ufe of 
cantharides, by tending to irritate the very 
parts in which the difeafe 1s feated, feem 
often to increafe the violence of the fymp- 
tom they were meant to remove. 

By a due perfeverance in the ufe of one 
or other of thefe remedies we commonly 
fucceed in leflening, or even in removing 
the violence of the diftrefs - but as the 
fymptoms are apt to recur, even after the 
patient confiders himfelf as weil, it becomes 
an object of much importance to obviate 
this. For this purpofe nothing proves fo ef 
fectual as Peruvian bark and cold bathing. 
A free exhibition of the bark fhould there- 
fore be prefcribed, as foon as the pain and 
other fymptoms have begun to diminith, 
and fea bathing fhould be advifed whenever 


it can be obtained. When this cannot be 
procured, cold water fhould be applied lo- 
| Y 4 cally, 


by 
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cally, both to the perineum and loins. 
Some advantage is derived from the parts | 
being bathed with it, but it proves more 
effe€tual when forcibly dafhed upon them. 

An involuntary difcharge of urine, 
which we have already had accafion to 
{peak of, proves always troublefome ; but 
the diftret which it excites is trifling 
when compared with what arifes from the 
patient not being able to expel it. Even 
without any inflammation, and where no 
caufe of obftruction can be difcovered in 
the urethra, a patient will fometimes find 
it impoflible to pafs a fingle drop. This, 
no doubt, occurs frequently from other 
caufes; but every now and then we meet 
with it as an evident confequence of irri- 
tability in the parts chiefly affected in this 
difeatfe. 

All the remedies we have already ad. 
vifed will be equally applicable in the 
treatment of this fymptom, as for the re- 
moval of any of the others. Opiates, how- 
ever, and warm bathing, prove chiefly ufe- 
ful; but when relief is not foon obtained, 

it 
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it becomes neceflary to draw the water off 
with a catheter ; and as much harm 1s apt 
to enfue from this being long delayed, it 
ought to be advifed as foon as the bladder 
appears to be fenfibly diftended. 

In fome cafes the introduction of a bou- 
gie will prove effectual ; and as this gives 
lefs pain and irritation than the pafling of 
a catheter, it ought in the firft inftance 
always to be preferred. One of the largeft 
that will eafily pafs fhould be made ufe 
of ; and, after allowing it to remain in the 
bladder for a few minutes, the patient 
fhould be defired to pafs his water inftant- 
ly onthe bougie being withdrawn. ‘This © 
ought not to be done with much force 
and preffure, otherwife the neck of the 
bladder and urethra are apt to contract in- 
ftantly on the bougie being taken out ; 
while the whole will pafs completely off 
if it can be made to flow eafily at firft, 
along with the bougie. 

When this our intention in employing 
bougies is fruftrated, we are under the ne- ~ 
ceffity of employing the catheter; and, 

as 
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as ic is. of much importance, in all fuch 

cafes, to. prevent irritation as far as it can 
poflibly be done, catheters of refina elaftica 
dhould be employed, inftead of the com- 
mon inftrument of filver. It not only 
pafies. more eafily, but when any difficulty 
occurs in getting it mto the bladder it 
may, i fome inftances, be proper to allow 
it to’remain for a day or two together, 
which can never, with any propriety, be 
done with catheters of filver. 

The, practice of leaving catheters in the 
bladder is {poken of by fome with much 
eafe, and they advife it wherever any per- 
manent itoppage occurs to the urine; but 
I have.in different inftances feen fo on 
mifchief produced by it, that it is a mea- 
fure I never advife but where much pain 
and difficulty occurs in the introduction 
of a catheter. In’ moft inftances, more 
pain is experienced from the inftrument 
being allowed to remain in the bladder 
than ever occurs from its being frequently 
_patied. Befides the irritation which even 


the 
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the finootheft and fofteft inftrument of 
this kind excites, they are apt to prove 
hurtful by incruftations of calculous mat- 
ter forming. upon. them, in confequence 
of depofitions from the urine. ‘There are 
few people whofe urine is fo free of this 
kind of matter as to prevent a catheter, 
inferted into the bladder, from becoming 
rough with it in a very fhort fpace of 
time. This practice, therefore, ought ne- 
ver to be adopted but where the greateft 
difficulty is experienced in introducing 
the catheter. 


SiGE 
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SECTION. VI, 
Of Swellings of the Teflicles. 


Swelling of one of the Teftes is a 

very frequent occurrence in Gonor- 
rhoea. From the refemblance which it 
bears to a hernia, and from its being fup- 
pofed to proceed from the running or hu- 
mour in Gonorrheea falling down upon 
the teftes, 1t 1s ufually termed a Hernia 
Humoralis.: 

In fome inftances both tefticles fwell. 
They feldom, however, {well both at once ; 
but the {welling, on leaving one tefticle, 
is very apt to go to the other; and when 
both have in this manner been affected, 
they fometimes {well alternately for a con- 
fiderable time together. I have known 
this happen for the {pace ofa year and up- 
wards, where the patient, during the whole 

period, 
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period, was never completely free of the 
difeafe. 

In long continued affections of this 
kind the pain becomes inconfiderable ; 
but the firft attack of the difeafe is always 
accompanied with fevere pain. The firft 
warning which the patient receives of it 
is a very painful fenfation in one of the 
teftes, ftriking along the {permatic cord, 
near to the middle of his back. - On exa- 
mining the teftis he finds it fwelled, and 
fo tender that he can fcarcely bear it to 
be touched. He feels himfelf hot, and a 
general uneafinefs prevails over his whole 
body, particularly over his thighs and ab- 
domen. Neither can he move without 
increafing the violence of every fymptom. 

At firft the fwelling is confined to the 
epididymis; the back part of the tefticle 
feels hard and enlarged; but in a very 
fhort fpace of time, often in the courfe of 
an hour, the whole body of the tefticle 
becomes {welled. In this ftate of the dif- 
eafe a difference is {till perceptible between 
the teftis itfelf and the epididymis. ‘The 

latter 
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-Jatter is hard, and fomewhat unequally fo; 


being, for the moft part, hardeft and moft 


prominent at the bottom: whereas a foft, 


uniform fwelling prevails over all the an+ 
terior part of the tefticle. | 

In the progrefs of the difeafe, indeed, 
even the teftis itfelf becomes hard, and if 
the means employed for preventing it do 
not prove fuccefsful, the {welling of the 
epididymis and teflis together coime to 
form a tumour of very confiderable mag- 
nitude, accompanied with a red, inflam- 
ratory affection of the fcrotum. | 

In this {tate of ‘the difeafe, the pain is 
often intenfe, accompanied with a very 
diftrefsful fenfation of the teftis moving 
or rolling about. The fkin is dry and 
parched, the tongue foul, thirft prevails, 
and the pulfe is full, and quick. In fhort, 
every fymptom takes place which ufually 
attends a high degree of local inflamma- 
tion. | 

There is no period of Gonorrhea in 
which this affection of the teftis does not 
eccafionally fupervene. It occurs in all 


{tages 
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{tages of the. difeafe; even towards the 
end of it, when both the patient and fur- 
geon are apt to confider the cure as nearly 
complete: and in fome we find it take 
place where no caufe can be afligned for 
it, where neither the degree of the previous 
inflammation, nor the mode of hfe of the 
patient, were fuch as could in any fatis- 
factory manner account for it. 

It is proper, however, to remark, that 
{fwellings of the teftis which take place in 
this manner, feem, for the moft part, to be 
of a very different nature from thofe which 
occur during the virulent ftate of the dif- 
eafe, and while the inflammation in: the 
urethra is confiderable. ‘The latter appear 
to be altogether inflammatory. The dif 
eafe proceeds more flowly to itd height or 
acmé.. It remains more permanently at 
the fize to which it arrives, and it difap= 
pears more flowly than the others, which 
come to their utmoft height, in fome in- 
ftances, in an hour or two from the farft 
approach of the fwelling, and again dil- 


aa 2] bie aot ra gt Be 5 f 
appear with equal rapidity. ‘Thefe f con- 
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ceive to be partly inflammatory, and that 
in part they proceed from that kind of 
fympathy which evidently fubfifts between 
the penis and teftis, and which renders 
the one very apt to fuffer from any difeafe 
with which the other,.may be affected.— 
That fympathy has much influence in the 
production of this variety of the difeafe, 
is obvious from the {welling being apt to 
leave one teftis, as we have already ob- 
ferved, and to fix, perhaps inftantly, up- 
on the other. This does not occur fo fre- 
quently as the alternate affection of the 
eyes, from one of them only being at firft 
affected, but every practitioner muft have 
met with inftances of it. 

As it is obferved that the running in 
Gonorrheéa is apt to {top on the firft ap- 
pearance of a {welled tefticle, this gave 
rife to the idea of the affeCtion of the tef- 
tis proceeding from the matter falling 
down upon it, in confequence of being 
thus obftructed in its paflage through the 
urethra. It is now well known, however, 
that no communication fubfifts between 

| the 
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the urethra and teftes, by which matter 
can pafs from the one to the other; nor 
does the appearance which a {welled tefticle 
affords give reafon to imagine that it pro- 
ceeds from this caufe. Inftead of being 
{oft and comprefiible, which it neceflarily 
would be were it produced by matter, 
it becomes daily harder, till it arrives at a 
certain magnitude, when it gradually be- 
comes fofter again, but without any fiuc- 
—tuation of matter being perceived in it. 
There is reafon to imagine, that in moft 
inftances the teftes become affected by the 
inflammation fpreading from the urethra 
along the vafa deferentia. This has been 
doubted by fome, but without any good 
reafon being afligned for it, nor has any 
other mode of accounting for it been fug- 
gefted. _ We fee that by the vafa deferen- 
tia a direct communication takes place be-= 
tween the urethra and teftes, and the firft 
appearance of a {welled tefticle commences 
in the epididymis, formed as it were by 
the termination of this very line of com- 
munication, In a great proportion of 


Vou. I. 7; cafes, 


338 Of Swellings in the Tefticles. Ch. UI. 


cafes too, the patient is fenfible of a 
pain ftretching from the fwelled tefticle 
along the groin, which we know to be 
the direct courfe of the vas deferens. | 

A variety of other caufes might be men- 
tioned, which tend to excite inflammation 
in the teftes im a fimilar manner with Go- 
norrhcea: among thefe are, the irritation 
produced by a ftone in the neck of the 
bladder; by the irritation on the intro- 
duction of a catheter or bougies; and 
the inflammation which takes place in 
thefe parts after the operation of lithoto- 
my. A {welling of one or both teftes is 
not an unfrequent occurrence from all of 
thefe, particularly from the latter, and 
from the ufe of bougies, efpecially when 
they are not properly introduced ; and we 
fee no manner in which it can be fo readily 
produced as by the irritation excited about 
the neck of the bladder, carried along the 
vafa deferentia. 

The confequences of {welling of the 
teftes, which we have moft to dread are, 4 
hardened ftate of the parts, chiefly of the 

epl- 
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epididymis, which, even when one, but. 
rhore certainly when beth teftes are fiel- 
led, is apt to be followed by impotency ; 
and a morbid irritability, which is fome- 
times fo great as to prevent the patient for 
a confiderable time from ufing any kind 
of exercife; and from following the ordi- 
nary occupations of life; without hazard- 
ing a return of the {welling of the teftes. 
Suppuration in the body of the teftes, from 
the inflammation-induced by Gonorrhea, 
is hardly an object of regard, for it does 
not take place in one of five hundred 

cafes. | | 
But the two circumftances I have men- | 
tioned of a permanent hardnefs in the 
epididymis; and that diftrefsful irritable 
ftate of the teftis itfelf; which are apt to 
fucceed to this difeafe, are objects of the 
firft importance, and require an imme- 
diate application of every remedy that can 
probably tend to prevent them: Scarcely 
any occurrence can prové more trouble- 
fome or inconvenient than {wellings of the 
teftis ; and an enlarged ftate of the epidi« 
| Li2 dymis; 
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dymis, when it takes place in any confi- 
derable degree, has, in many inftances, as 
I haye already obferved, the effeét of in- 
ducing impotency. ‘To a certain degree, 
a {welling of the epididymis often con- 
tinues for a great length of time; in fome 
inftances, during the life of the patient, 
without any: bad confequence taking 
place, particularly when one tefticle only 
is affected. But I have known fo many 
inftances of the contrary, and of fuch dif- 
tref{sful effects enfuing from it; as makes 
me with confidence fay,. that nothing 
fhould be omitted that can or might pro- 
bably tend to prevent or remove it. 

As we find that all the fymptoms of this 
difeafe, as well as the confequences which 
enfue from it, are ufually fevere in pro- 
portion to the degree of inflammation 
which takes place, it ought to-be our view, 
in every inftance, to prevent this from ar- 
riving at any great height. ‘This is moft 
effectually done by. blood-letting ; a pro- 
per ufe of laxatives; opiates ; the applica- 
tion of anodynes and aftringents to the 
| parts 
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parts affected; preferving the body in a 
proper pofture, and fufpending the tefticle. » 
Of all thefe remedies blood-letting 1s the 
moft effectual and certain, particularly lo- 
cal blood-letting by the application of 
leeches. In plethoric patients, or where the 
{welling arrives at any confiderable bulk, 
blood fhould be taken from the arm in 
fuch quantities as the {trength will permit, 
while, at the fame time, a number of 
leeches fhould be applied over the teftis. 
But in weakly people, particularly where 
~ none of the fymptoms are violent, the ab- 
{traction of blood by means of leeches 
alone will commonly prove fufficient. 
eine tirit” application” Of leeches to a2 
fwelled tefticle excites a good deal. of un- 
eafinefs. They increafe the irritability of 
the parts, and an increafe of the tumour 
feems to.be induced by them; but the dif- 
charge has feldom continued for the {pace 
of an hour or two till the pain abates, the 
tenfion, which before was confiderable, 
becomes much lefs diftrefsful, and the 
{welling even appears to leflen in bulk, 
Z 3 and 
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and in the courfe of the following day the 
patient can allow the parts which he could 
not previoufly bear to be touched, to be 
handled with freedom, 

For the moft part one application of 
leeches, if a proper number has been ufed, 
proves fufficient; but when any of the 
fymptoms ftill continue fevere, particu- 
larly when the {welling does not diminifh, 
when the pain does not leffen, and when 
the febrile fymptoms do not abate, it be- 
comes in fome cafes neceflary to repeat 
the application of leeches once and again. 
T think j it here proper to remark, that we 
dhould never hefitate in this fituation to . 
take blood with freedom. A conftitution 
mutt be delicate indeed that will be injured 
even with repeated applications of leeches ; 
and | am fatisfied that very important aa 
vantages may be derived in all cafes of 
{welled teftes from a timeous and proper 
ufe of them. 

Abftraction of blood by means of leeches 
is not only ufeful in fhortening the dura-~ 
tion of the inflammatory fymptoms, but, 

in 
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in confequence of this, it proves fervice- 
able in preventing two very diftrefsful 
confequences which {welling of the teftes 
is very apt to induce, viz. that fwelled, in- 
durated ftate of the epididymis which I 
have mentioned, and the moft frequent 
variety of hydrocele, formed by ferum col- 
lected in the tunica vaginalis. We have 
already had occafion to remark, that a per- 
manent {welling of the epididymis is a 
wery frequent effect of an inflamed tefticle, 
and I have met with feveral well-marked 
inftances of hydrocele proceeding from 
the fame caufe. That blood-letting in any 
way, whether general or local, will at all 
times prevent the acceflion of thefe fymp- 
toms I will not pretend to affert; but, 
from the refult of much obfervation, I am 
convinced that ir anfwers this purpofe - 
with more certainty than any other reme- 
dy that has yet been employed. 

In many fituations leeches cannot be 
procured ; when this happens to be the 
cafe, nearly the fame advantage may be 
derived from {mall punctures being made 
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on different parts of the fwelling. The 
punctures fhould be made with the point 
of alancet, and if the fcrotum be pre- 
vioufly immerfed in warm water, nearly 
the fame quantity of blood will be obtain- 
ed from them as from the fame number 
of leeches. 

As {welling of the tefticle in Gonorrheea 
feems in every inftance to proceed from 
the irritation excited in the urethra, it 18 
an object of the firft i importance to remove 
every caufe that can in any degree tend to 
irritate either the urethra or contiguous 
parts. Hence, where coftivenefs prevails, 
gentle laxatives prove particularly ufeful. 
I have known different inftances of hard- 
ened foeces colle¢ted in the retum induc- 
ing {wellings of theteftes; and nothing tends 
more certainly than this to keep up the 
difeafe, by whatever caufe it may at firft 
have been induced. But although cof- 
tivenefs is to be guarded againft, we are, 
for a fimilar reafon, to fhun the oppofite 
extreme. Strong purgatives always excite 
much irritation in | the rectum, and. are 

| ther re- 
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therefore to be carefully avoided in Go- 
norrheea. It muft confift with the know- 
ledge of every practitioner that they uni- 
verfally do harm. Where the bowels are 
moderately eafy no medicines for this 
purpote can be required, but when they are 
not in this fituation, caftor oil, flowers of | 
fulphur, cream of tartar, or any other 
gentle laxative, fhould be employed. Even 
thefe fhould be given in {mall dofes, repeat- 
ed at proper intervals, rather than that any 
rifk fhould be incurred of exciting irrita- 
tion in the rectum by their being exhibited 
in larger quantities. 

With a view to leflen and remove the 
irritation and pain in the tumour with as 
much certainty and expedition as poflible, 
opiates fhould be prefcribed immediately 
on the pain becoming fevere. When they 
can be avoided till one or more eafy {tools 
have been procured they prove moft ufe- 
ful; but when much irritation prevails no 
regard fhould be paid to this. As the 
ficknefs and general uneafinefs which 
fometimes occur from a {welled teftis are 
| evidently 
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evidently the effect of irritation, nothing 
proves fo effectual in removing thefe fymp- 
toms as adequate dofes of opiates; and at 
the fame time that they remove this dif- 
trefs of the fy{tem by lefflening the pain 
they alfo tend to carry off the {welling of 
the tefticle. From an idea that opiates 
tend to increafe the heat and other fymp- 
toms of fever, many practitioners are 
afraid of ufing them wherever fever takes 
place in any confiderable degree; but 
much experience of their influence enables 
me to fay, that they may be employed 
with much fafety and advantage in every 
ftage of {welled teftis where the degree of 
pain is confiderable. 

This is fo remarkably the cafe, that | 
have known inftances of the hernia hu- 
moralis, as it is termed, being cured by 
opiates alone, which did not yield to the 
ufual remedies. In whatever manner Go- 
norrhcea may act in exciting {welling of 
the teftis, the tumour, when once pro- 
duced, excites fo much irritation, that, till 
this be leflened, the {welling for the moft 

part 
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part continues obftinate. Next to blood- 
letting opiates prove the moft effectual re- 
medy for this purpofe. 

While the interna] exhibition of opiates 
thus proves ufeful, advantage is often de- 
rived from applying them to the {welling 
itfelf, ‘This may be done either by the 
application of foft pledgits, foaked in lau- 
danum, or anodyne balfam, or by poul- 
tices made with a ftrong decoction of 
poppy heads and crumb of bread. 

All the faturnine applications prove ufe- 
ful here. When Goulard’s extract, as it 
is termed, is employed, or what is nearly 
the fame,the acetum lythargyrites, it ought 
to be in greater quantities than are ufed — 
in other parts of the body; for the teftes 
being protected by different coverings, re- 
medies of this kind, when of the ordinary 
{trength, do not readily affect them. When 
faccharum faturni is employed, as it will 
not diffolve in fuflicient quantity in water, 
if vinegar be not added, and as vinegar 


BEQvGs an ufeful application, even by it- 
felf, 
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felf, thefe two remedies ought always to 
be combined. 

The {teams of warm vinegar act as:an 
ufeful difcutient here. In applying them, 
the teftes fhould be properly fufpended 
over a veffel in which boiling vinegar is 
contained; or the {welling may be fo- 
mented from time to time with flannel 
immerfed in warm vinegar, and {fo ftrong- 
ly wrung, that nothing but fteam remains 
upon it. Vinegar, in every form, acts 
with much advantage in this difeafe, and 
this gives a pleafant variety in the ner of 
applying it. 

Whatever remedy is employed the body 
fhould be kept as much as poflible in a ho- 
rizontal pofture, at the fame time that the 
ferotum fhould be properly fufpended. 
We find by experience that no remedy 
will prove effectual while the patient con- 
tinues to walk about; while, in many 1n- 
{tances, a horizontal pofture of itfelf, will 
have a.confiderable effect in removing the | 
difeafe, In fufpending the {crotum, care 
bia fhould 
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fhould be taken to do it in fuch a manner 
that the tefticle be completely fupported, 
without being compreffed. Preffure, even 
in a flight degree, always does harm, and 
ought to be avoided. | 

We have already had occafion to ob- 
ferve, that in Gonorrheea a ftoppage of 
the difcharge often takes place on the firft 
approach of a {welled teftis. This leads 
to the idea of fome advantage being to be 
derived from our exciting a return of the 
running ; and there is not a doubt of this 
proving in fome inftances ufeful. The 
difcharge from the urethra not only leffens 
the inflammation in the part from whence 
it proceeds, but it has alfo an influence on 
the tumour of the teftis.. As it is now 
univerfally admitted that a return of the 
running does not act by drawing matter 
direCtly from the teftis, fome have fufpect- 
ed that it never can prove ufeful. But 
why may not a difcharge excited in the 
urethra act in a fimilar manner in remov- 
ing an inflammation of the teftis, that we 
know from daily experience happens with 
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fetons and other iffues in the treatment of 
inflammatory affeCiions of other parts? 
The fact indeed, is, that a plentiful return 
of the difcharge very commonly relieves 
all the fymptoms of this difeafe. 

For the purpofe of exciting a return of 
the running, bougies prove mott effectual ; 
but in affections of the teftes they require 
to be managed with a delicacy not ufually 
obferved in this branch of practice: for rf 
more pain or irritation be produced than 
is neceflary for the purpofe, inftead of a@s 
ing as aremedy, they neceflarily agera- 
vate every fymptom. In common prac- 
tice, I think it better to truft to the fre- 
quent application of warm emollients ; 
fuch as the immertfion of the penis in warm 
milk, or in decoctions of althea, or lint- 
feed; applying warm poultices over the 
penis, and injecting warm oil or milk into 
the urethra. 

From the inftantaneous manner in which 
fwellings of the teftes fometimes fucceed 
to a ftoppage of the difcharge in Gonor- 
rhoea, and from their appearing, we are 

told, 
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told, in fome inftances, even to precede 
this ftoppage of the running, fome have 
doubted whether they are to be confidered 
as the caufe or effect*. ‘That the teftes 
may firft inflame, and the running after- 
ward ftop, cannot be doubted. But al- 
though this may happen in a few inftan- 
ces, the very reverfe is what we commonly 
meet with, infemuch that patients who 
have once been affected with {fwellings of 
the teftes, are very apt to experience a re- 
turn of the difeafe in every Gonorrheea to 
which they may in future be liable, folely 
from the running being carried off in the 
ufual way. I know feveral who, for this 
reafon, dare not ufe even the mildeft aftrin- 
gent injection; otherwife they are fure to 
have a {welling of the teftis induced: 
while, in others, it {wells at the termina- 
tion of the running, whether injections 
have been ufed or not. In the courfe of 
my obfervation, therefore, no caufe for 
doubt has occurred upon this fubject. 


* Wide John Hunter on the Venereal Difeafe. 
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By a. proper application of the different 
remedies we have mentioned, fwellings of — 
the teftes are for the moft part foon relieved, 
and at lait are carried off entirely, except- 
ing that permanent hardnefs to which the 
epididymis, as we have feen, is particular- 
ly hable. But although this 1s the com- 
mon event of the difeafe, yet inftances are 
not wanting, moft frequently indeed from 
the patient’s mifcondu@, of the whole 
body of the teftis remaining fwelled, and 
obftinately refifting all thofe remedies 
which ufually prove effectual. If, in this 
fituation, fome application be not made by 
which the fize of the tumour is foon di- 
minihed, and if it be allowed to remain 
{tationary for any length of time, it is very 
apt to continue much enlarged, and fome- 
times of a {chirrous hardnefs during the 
life of the patient. I may alfo remark, that 
it is this {tate ef the difeafe which is moft 
apt to terminate in hydrocele; or effufion 
of ferum into the tunica vaginalis teftis, 
with which it is fometimes attended: 

ay Ln 


Set. VI. Of Swellings in the Tefticles. 353 


In this fituation mercury is commonly 
employed; and, in fome inftances, when 
given flowly, as an alterative, I have 
feen it prove ufeful; but it 1s doubtful 
whether a complete courfe of mercury 
fhould ever be advifed or not, for when it 
does not carry off the {welling, which 
feldom happens, it 1s $ apt to increafe it, and 
to induce pain and irritation in the tu- 
mour when none exiited in it before. 
' Whenever mercury, therefore, is advifed, 
it ought to bein fuch quantities as cannot 
tend to quicken the circulation or excite 
fever. <A decoction of mezereon: has in 
fome inftances been given with advantage 
along with mercury * 

It is in this {tate of a de Yi teftis, eviged 
the tumour does not yield, but remains 
nearly of the fame fize after the inflamma- 
tion by which it was induced is gone, that 
emetics are moft likely to prove ufeful. 
They have been ufed, I know, in all pe- 
riods of the difeafe ; but it 1s chiefly in the 


* Vide Appendix, No. 45. 
Voul. pees oe fitua- 
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fituation we are now {peaking of that [have 
feen them act with advantage. A fmart 
emetic, carried a proper length, will fome- 
times, in the {pace of an hour or two, leffen 
the bulk of a tumour which had for feveral 
weeks obftinately refifted every other re- 
medy. In fome cafes one emetic proves 
fufficient, while, in others, it requires to 
be repeated once and again. Mercurials 
were formerly ufed for this purpofe. ‘This 
was done from the difeafe being confider- 
ed as a fymptom of Lues Venerea, and for 
which mercury was known to be the only 
antidote. But we now know that tu- 
mours of the teftes, which take place mere- 
ly from Gonorrhea, never partake of the 
Venereal Virus ; and accordingly emetics, 
of whatever nature they may be, prove 
equally ufeful here with mercurials, pro- _ 
- yided the fhock which they give to the fy{- 
tem is equally eonfiderable. 

I have fometimes, in this ftate of a {wel- 
led tefticle, applied a blifter with advan- 
tage. It might not perhaps be altogether 
fafe to apply blifters while the fcrotum 

continues 
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continues much inflamed; but when the 
external inflammation and tenfion fubfide, 
they may be advifed with fafety ; and, in 
different inftances, I have known them ac- 
comphih a reduction of the {welling of 
the teftis, where other remedies had for 
fome time been employed without any 
effect. 

A due perfeverance in the ufe of fome 
or all of thefe remedies will feldom fail, 
where a {welling of the tefticle is altoge- 
ther inflammatory; but where it proceeds 
in a great meafure from irritability, as we 
judge to be the cafe where the {welling 
comes and difappears fuddenly, or where 
it comes and goes from one tefticle to an- 
other, other remedies are, in this fituation, 
found to prove more effeCtual. 

Even in this variety of the difeafe 
blifters fometimes prove ufeful; and [I 
have known the irritation removed, and 
the {welling carried off in the courfe of a 
{hort time by opiates; but thefe afford on- 
ly a temporary relief, and do not prevent 
the difeafe from returning on the flighteft 

Aa 2 applica- 
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application of any of the exciting caufes 
which ufually tend to induce it. 

The remedies which here prove moft 
effectual are cold bathing, and a plentiful 
ufe of bark. Sea bathing, when the feafon 
permits, fhould in the firft place be ad- 
vifed, but when this cannot be obtained, 
cold water may be ufed at home, with a 
proportion of common falt diffolved in it. 
fc anfwers a good purpofe whether the 
whole body be immerfed in it, or merely 
the {crotum bathed in it; but, for the moft 
part, I have thought that it proves moft 
effectual when applied to: the fcrotum 
only. As bark and cold bathing act up- 
on the fame principle, that is, by giving 
tone and vigour to parts which we 
fuppofe to have been deprived of them, 
they may either be ufed together, or exhi- 
bited eiieiatay, as the patient may in- 
cline, 

he teftes, we find, are apt'to decay. 
One of therm will begin to leffen in bulk, 
and, in a gradual manner, will either dif- 
appear entirely, or leave only a thin mem- 
| branous 
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branous fubftance in its place. For the 
moft part the other remains found; but I 
have known inftances of both becoming: 
affected at the fame time, and others where 
the one remained entire as long as any 
part of that which was firft affected was 
perceptible, but. where it alfo began to 
decay as foon at the other was entirely 
deftroyed. a 

This affection occurs at all periods of 
life, but moft frequently after the goth 
year. In many inftances, no caufe what- 
ever can be affigned for it; but I have ob- 
ferved that it is moft frequent in people’ 
of delicate conftlitutions, where the muf 
cles are foft and relaxed, and the com- 
plexion wanand fallow. I have alfo found 
that thofe in whom it occurs have, in al- 
moit every inftance, been in early life par- 
ticularly addicted to Onanifm. 

In a few cafes it has appeared as an evi- 
dent confequence of a fwelled tefticle, On 
the fullnefs produced by the difeafe being 
removed, the procefs of abforption by 
which this was accomplifhed does not 

(a OP ates {top, 
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{top, but goes on till the whole teftis is 
carried off. In fome inftances this takes 
place while the tefticle continues to the 
Jaft of its natural degree of firmnefs, or 
even while the hardnefs {till prevails which 
occurred during the ftate of inflammation 
by which the fwelling was at firft induced : 
but, in others, before this wafting procefs 
commences, the tefticle becomes foft and 
pulpy, or even diffolves into a fluid. Itis 
feldom attended with pain, the patient 
being, in many inftances, ignorant of his 
lofs till one, or perhaps both, teftes are 
nearly confumed. 

Hitherto no certain remedy has been 
difcovered for putting a {top to this com- 
plaint. Mercury, hemlock, and eleétricity 
have been tried, ,but with no advantage. 
The cold bath has for a time feemed to 
prove ufeful, but the difeafe returned 
again, and both teftes were diffolved. In 
_ one cafe, where one of the teftes was con- 
fumed before the patient perceived it, and 
where the other was evidently affected, I 
applied a blifter over 1. This wafting 


pros 
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procef{s ftopped, and never recurred again. 
The patient 1s about 36 years of age. His 
inclination and powers of propagation, he 
fays, are ftill as {trong as they were before, 
and he has lately had a child. 


SECTION VIL 
Of Swellings of the Spermatic Cord. 


HE Spermatic Cord is liable to {well- 
ings of different kinds, but it is fuch 
only as proceed from Gonorrhcea that we 
are here to notice. | 
It fometimes happens that inflammation 
of the tefticle fpreads to the cord, and 
excites pain and tumefadtion along the 
whole courfe of it. At other times the 
cord inflames without any previous affec- 
tion of the teftis. It becomes tenfe, hard, 
and painful. ‘The fwelling, for the mofk 
Pa ae Ane part, 
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part, is at firft confined to the vas defe- 
rens,-but at laft the other parts of the 
cord fuffer alfo. 

T have met with fome in which one or 
two tumified parts were perceived in the 
courfe of the cord, while the reft of it re- 

ained found ; ; but, mm general, the cord 
is equally affected, from the teftis along 
its whole courfe up the groin. 

On the firft approach of this difeafe, as 
it is always accompanied with pain and 
tenfion, with fome inability to walk, the 
patient is induced to treat it with atten- 
tion; but, where the fwelling is not foon 
carried off, the pain will fometimes abate, 
er even vanith altogether ; and in this 
ftate, where the tumour is not confider- 
able, the patient is led to fuppofe that no 
harm can arife from it: by this neglect 
the {welling is often rendered fo firm and 
hard that no remedies we can employ 
have any influence in removing it. In 
fome cafes I have met with a hard ring, 
affecting the cord only at a particular 
fpot, where the difeafed part was nearly 

Ps as 
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as firm as bone while the reft of it was in 
a foft natural ftate. | 

While the tumour 1s confined to one 
part of the cord I have feldom known it 
increafe to any alarming degree, but 
whether it be circum{fcribed, or extended 
over the whole length of the cord, no 
time fhould be loft in the application of 
remedies for removing it. Independent 
of other reafons, if the vas deferens be 
chiefly affected, or even only comprefied 
in its courfe, the tefticle will be rendered 
as certainly ufelefs as 1f it were extirpated: 
even this, in fome inftances where one 
fide only was affected, has appeared to 
render the patient impotent, and it will 
never fail to do fo where the difeafe affects 
both fides. 

The remedies that-prove moft effectual 
here are blood-letting, blifters, and fuch 
others as are ufually employed with ad- 
vantage in {wellings of the teftis. Thefe 
we need not particularly enumerate, as 
they were fully treated of in the laft fec- 
tion ; but it may be proper to remark that 
| blood~ 
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blood-letting proves chiefly ufeful on the 
firft approach of the difeafe, and in this 
ftate, when properly applied, that it fel- 
dom fails in removing it. It may, in 
fome cafes, be neceflary to take blood from 
the arm, but the local difcharge of it by 
leeches applied to the part affected, is at 
all times to be more depended on. 

Where the difcharge of blood, however, 
does not foon leffen the fize and hardnefs 
of the tumour, we need not afterwards ex- 
pect any advantage from it. In this cafe 
{ have repeatedly known blifters prove ufe- 
ful when applied along the courfe of the 
cord; but neither are they to be depended 
on if fome effect be not foon perceived to 
refult from them. 

In partial affections of the cord a {mall 
blifter applied to the difeafed part, and 
the part kept open with ointment of can- 
tharides, has tended to reduce the {well- 
ing. 

Mercury is commonly employed here, 
and where the difeafe does not foon yield 
to blood-letting and blifters, it is perhaps 

the 
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the only remedy from which any advan- 
tage is to be expected; but I have com- 
monly found, where the {welling has been 
carried entirely off by mercury, that there 
has been much caufe to imagine that the 
patient at the fame time laboured under 
Lues Venerea. In fome cafes the difeafe 
has fubfifted in an evident form of pox in 
other parts of the body, while, in others, 
there was only grounds for fufpicion. In 
all of thefe the mercury feemed to operate 
with more certainty when a decodtion of 
mezereon and farfaparilla was conjoined 
with it. 

Mercurial fri@ions prove more ufeful 
here than any other mode of giving the 
remedy, and the application of mercurial 
plafters to the fwelled parts acts with 
more advantage in {wellings of this kind 
than in any other in which I have em- 
ployed them, 


SECT- 
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OSE CTO VIEL. 


Of Swellings of the Lymphatic Veffels of the 


Penis. | 


WATE know, from the hiftory of the 
" *  Lymphatics, that they ferve to in- 
hale, and to carry into the general courfe 
of the circulation, not merely from the 


furface of the body, but from every other 
part of it, fluids applied to their open ex- 
tremities. In this manner they remove 
from fome parts what might prove hurt-_ 
ful if allowed to remain, and they carry 
into the conftitution from others what is 
_obvioufly meant for the nouriihment 
and fupport ofit. But while this is their 
chief purpote, we alfo know that they car- 
ry into the fyftem what often tends to de- 
ftroy it. They feem to have no power of 
rejecting what proves hurtful, hence they - 

im- 
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imbibe poifons, and the moft inoffenfive 
articles, with equal readinefs. All our 
contagious difeafes are probably produced 
through the medium of the lymphatics, 
and we can prove by experiment that this 
is the cafe with many of them; particu- 
larly with the plague, the fmall-pox, and 
Lues Venerea. So readily is the matter of 
thefe difeaf es abforbed: by the lymphatics, 
that it can never with £ fafety be applied to 
any part of the body; for fo quickly does 
abforption, in fome imitances take place, 
that we have frequent proofs of infeGion © 
being carried into the conftitution, even 
after much pains “has been taken to wath 
away the matter by which it was produced; 

in the {pace of a minute or two after being 
applied to the furface of the body. 

For the moft part we find that the lym- 
phatics themfelves do not immec diately fuf- 
fer by the abforption even of the moft 
noxious matter. They will’ convey the 
poifon of a viper and other ferpents to the 
courfe of the circulation, by which the 
animal will ‘be killed in the {pace of an 


| 
nour, 
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hour, while no veftige of its effects appears 
in the lymphatic veffels themfelves. In 
like manner, the matter of Lues Venerea 
pafies into the conftitution from the penis, 
without any {welling or other mark of dif- 
eafe being perceived in the lymphatics 
through which it was conveyed. 

This, we muft allow, however, is not 
univerfally the cafe. Inftances fometimes 
happen of the matter of Lues Venerea 
pafling through lymphatics that are hard 
and fwelled, but we know from daily ob- 
fervation that it is not a frequent occur- 
rence. - We find, indeed, that the lympha- 
tic veflels in every part of the body are 
apt to {well and inflame on caufes capable 
of exciting irritation being applied to 
them. Thus we often’ obferve the lym-. 
phatics of the arm fwell, become hard 
and painful from a prick in one of the 
fingers with a pin or athorn, or even from 
a nail being cut too far into the flefh ; and 
in Gonorrhea it is by no means uncom- 
mon to find a hard lymphatic pafling 
along the back of the penis to the groin, 

arifing, 
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arifing, in fome inftances, from the pre- 
puce, and in others from the urethra. 
But although this, as we have obferved, 
occurs alfo in fome cafes of Chancre, we 
meet with at leaft twenty inftances of the 
contrary, for one in which this affection 
of the lymphatics takes place. I think, 
too, that | have obferved, where the lym- 
phatics proceeding from Chancres have 
inflamed, particularly where the inflam- 
mation has been confiderable, that the con- 
{titution has not been fo apt to fuffer as 
where this did not happen. From all 
which, I would conclude, that inflamma- 
tion of the lymphatics, inftead of indicat- 
ing an increafed power of abforbing what 
is applied to them, as many have ima- 
gined, tends in a great meafure to leflen, 
and, perhaps, to deftroy it. ‘Till the fact 
is farther afcertained, which experience 
and obfervation alone can do, it would be 
improper to place any dependence upon 
this in the treatment of Chancres. In all 
cafes of Chancre, whether the lymphatics 
inflame or not, it would be imprudent to 

7 omit 
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omit whatever, might tend to render the. 
conititution fafe ; but finding that inflam- 
mation feems not only to leflen the power 
of abforption in ‘the lymphatics, but that 
they. inflame from caufes in which we 
know that no infection exifts, as often 
happens from a prick or a cut with a clean 
inftrument, we would from this alone be 
led to’ think that this affection of thefe 
veflels which occurs in Gonorrhcea, pro- 
eeeds more from irritation than from any. 
other caufe. This idea, however, is farther 
confirmed by the proofs we have already 
adduced of Gonorrhecea being a local dif- 
order,.as well as by. our daily obfervation . 
of the rife and progrefs of thefe fwellings 
which occur in this difeafe. They com- 
mence with all the ufual fymptoms of 1n- 
flammation. A hard ftring, or cord, is 
perceived along the back of the penis. It 
is painful to the touch, and the teguments 


above it fometimes acquire an eryfipelatous 


rednefs.. The whole penis becomes fff 
and uneafy, and this renders erections par- 


ticularly painful. _ \ 
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In a great proportion of cafes the in- 
flammation fubfides quickly and eafily, 
the ftiffnefs and pain gradually abate, and 
the hardnefs of the lymphatic difappears 
entirely : but where the inflammation has 
either been fevere from the firft, or not 
properly treated, it proceeds in fome cafes 
to fuppuration, forming one or more {mall 
abfcefies in the courfe of the affected part. 
The fores, however, which enfiie from 
thefe, heal readily, when the conftitution 
is Otherwife healthy, forming a very ma- 
nifeft difference between Gonorrhea and 
Lueés Venerea. Similar affections of the 
lymphatics which occur in the latter, 
requiring, for the imoft part, a courfe 
of mercury to remove them. I fay for 
the moft part only, from having met 
with more than one inftance of the fores 
which occur m Lues Venerea from this 
caufe healing without the ufe of mercury; 
and which has induced me to think, that 
éven in this difeafe, the lymphatics may 
{well and inflame merely from the acri- 
mony of the matter, and that this inflam- 

Vou. I. Bb mation 
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mation may have fome tendency, as I have 
obferved above, to prevent the matter from 
pailing into the conftitution. 

Where fwellings of this kind in Gonor- 
rhoea are confined to the lymphatic veflels,I 
have commonly found that cold poultices, 
prepared with crumb of bread, and acetum 
lythargyrites, or faccharum faturni, prove 
more effectual than any other application. 
‘They remove the {welling and hardnefs, 
and leflen the pain with more certainty 
than warm emollient poultices. But where 
the inflammation fpreads over the penis, 
as it fometimes does, it becomes neceflary 
not only to difcharge blood from the arm, 
but to apply leeches over the pained parts. 
This, with a low diet, and confining the 
patient to a horizontal pofture, very fel-. 
dom fails in removing the difeafe. But 
it fometimes happens, either from the. 
neighbouring parts becoming feverely in- 
flamed, or from the difeafed lymphatic 
burfting, that effufions occur in the con-. 
tiguous cellular fubftance, and {mall ab- 
{ceffes forming, they at laft difcharge their 

con- 
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contents, and produce fuch fores as | have 
already had occafion to mention. 

The treatment of thefe fhould be the 
fame as that of fores proceeding from any 
other caufe in which the conftitution is 
not affeGted. When their edges are hard 
and. inflamed, emollient poultices will 
prove ufeful. For the removal of floughs 
and foulnefs, red precipitate, or even cauf- 
tic, may be neceflary ; and for cicatrifing 
them nothing anfwers better than unguen- 
tum e calce zinci, or ceratum e lapide Ca- 
laminare 7. 

In two different inftances of hardened 
lymphatics in Gonorrheea, befides the firm 
cord on the back of the penis, a thin, flat, 
hard tumour, proceeding from this cord, 
fpread round the whole fubftance of the 
penis, for the breadth of a quarter of an 
inch. One of them was contiguous to, 
and immediately behind the glans. The 
other was near to the pubes. This laft 
paffed round the urethra, which it grafped 
fo firmly as to give caufe to fufped that 


+ Vide Appendix, N° xlvii. xlviii. 
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at laft it might prove a total obftruction 
to the urme. A courfe of mercury was 
tried in each of them, without any advan- 
tage. A fmall piece of mercurial plafter 
was then applied over the fwelling, and 
this, with a gentle purgative of fea-water 
every fecond or third morning, was all 
that was advifed. The fwelling in each 
of them became confiderably lefs, but ne- 
ver difappeared entirely. It did not, how- 
ever, gave any difturbance afterwards. 


SECTION IX. 
Of Swellings of the Glands in the Groitt. 


HE {welling and inflammation of the 
lymphatics, defcribed in the laft fec- 
tion, frequently proceeds no farther than 
the root of the "penis. At other times it 
goes the length of the groin, and affects 
one or more of the contiguous glands, 
which 
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which become hard, fwelled, and inflamed, 
putting on many of the appearances of the 
venereal bubo. 

At other times thefe glands fwell and 
inflame, where no affection of the conti- 
guous lymphatics is perceptible. But al- 
though in fuch cafes no apparent inflam- 
mation occurs in thefe veflels, there is, 
however, much caufe to imagine, that in 
a certain degree it always takes place. 
There is not, at leaft, any other obvious 
route by which the inflammaticn can be 
conveyed from the urethra to the glands 
in the groin, 

In fome cafes thefefwellings become large, 
and notwithftanding our endeavours to pre- 
vent it, fuppuration at laft takes place : but, 
for the moft part, if they be not neglected 
at firft, they may be very eafily difcuffed. 
In moft inftances this may be accomplifh- 
ed by the ufe of faturnine poultices alone ; 
but where the pain and inflammation are 
fevere, blood-letting, both general and lo- 
cal, becomes neceflary. Laxatives always 
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prove ufeful, and a cooling, low regimen 
can feldom be difpenfed with. 

The moft perplexing part of the fur- 
geon’s practice here is, to determine the 
real nature of the tumour; to afcertain 
whether it proceeds merely from inflam- 
mation, or from the abforption of venereal 
matter. If from the laft, mercury alone 
will prove effectual ; while no practitioner 
would confider mercury as neceffary for 
the removal of a fwelling altogether in- 
flammatory. Neither would it, in this 
cafe, anfwer any good purpofe. It would 
not leflen the fize of the fwelling: nay, 
by the fever which it fometimes excites, it 
might even tend to increafe it, and difap- 
pointment to the practitioner, and much 
diftrefs to the patient, would be the confe- 
quence. 

The circumftances upon wlhtich we chief- 
ly form our judgment here are thefe: If 
-no chancre or excoriation has been per- 
ceived, either upon the glans or prepuce, 
and if the indammation in Gonorrhcea 


has 


aed 
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has been confiderable, there will be caufe 
to imagine that the tumour is not vene- 
real. When treating of chancre and vene- 
real bubo, we fhall enter more fully into 
the confideration of this; but at prefent 
I may obferve, that buboes do not com- 
monly occur without chancres going be- 
fore them. I know, indeed, from various 
cafes which have fallen under my manage- 
ment, that, contrary to the general opi- 
nion, real venereal buboes fometimes form 
without any previous chancre, or any ex- 
ternal affection ; but as it does not happen 
once in a hundred inftances, we are fufh- 
ciently warranted in confidering the ab- 
fence of chancre as a reafon for fuppofing 
that fwellings of this kind are not vene- 
real. | 
In fuch fwellings as occur from Gonor- 
rhoea much pain and tenfion prevail, not 
merely in the difeafed glands, but over ail 
the groin; and a general fympathetic un- 
eafinefs {preads over the thighs, and under 
part of the abdomen. Even the teftes 
and abdominal vifcera fometimes fufter, 
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whereas, in the venereal bubo, it is com- 
monly one gland only that 1s affected, and 
the contiguous parts feldom become un- 
eafy till the difeafe is far advanced; not, 
indeed, till the tumour has acquired fuch 
a fize as to excite pain folely by diftenfion, 
he {welled gland, it 1s true, is painful 
from the firft, and the pain becomes gra- 
dually more fevere as the tumour increafes; 
but the pain 1s chiefly confined to one part, 
and feldom fpreads. farther till the tegu- 
ments are much ftretched by the fubfe- 
quent formation of matter. And, laftly, 
when glands {welled from this caufe burft, 
the fores which enfue have a very differ- 
ent appearance from thofe produced by 
real Sa a buboes, Their edges, in- 
ftead of ‘being hard and retorted, have 
more the appearance of fores which occur 
from common abfceffes, and they foon 
begin to heal, even when mercury is not 
employed, which the others, we may ob- 

ferve, feldom do. 
This circumftance of thefe fores healing, 
whether mercury be ufed or not, is the 
| moft 
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moft decifive charaCteriftic of their true 
nature, and when any doubts of this are 
entertained, either from the {welling hav- 
ing taken place without a previous chancre, 
or from any other caufe, we ought to de- 
lay the exhibition of mercury till their 
tendency to heal, or to degenerate into a 
worfe ftate, be afcertained., 

If they put on a healing appearance, and 
gradually become lefs, there will be much 
caufe to hope that a complete cure will be 
obtained, whether mercury be ufed or not; 
while, on the contrary, this remedy fhould 
be immediately advifed when the fores 
become foul, and their edges hard; and 
particularly when, inftead of healing, they: 
extend to a greater fize. 

The progrefs of the {welling alfo affords 
a mark of difcrimination. The venereal 
bubo proceeds more flowly to fuppuration 
than the inflammatory {welling of which 
we now fpeak, which moift frequently, in- 
deed, is eafily difcufled, and feldom arrives 
therefore at the ftate of abfcefs; but when 
tumours of this defcription do fuppurate, 

it 


378 Of Excoriations of the — Ch. II. 


it commonly happens in the fpace of a few 
days. Ihave known matter completely 
formed’ in them in three or four days 
from their firft appearance; a circum- ~ 
{tance which perhaps never happens in 
glandular fwellings produced by the mat- 
ter of Lues Venerea. 


SECTION: xX, 
Of Excoriations of the Glans and Prepuce. 


H2 Y the acrimony of the matter in 

Gonorrhcea the Glans and Prepuce 
are fometimes excoriated. A flight degree 
of inflammation takes place at firft, either 
partially or over the whole parts, and this 
being fucceeded by a difcharge of matter, 
the fkin at laft becomes fretted, and on 
being examined with a glafs, the matter is 
perceived to flow from an infinite num- 


ber 
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ber of {mall points, son the {malleft pref 
{ure being applied to them. 

But, for the moft part, this affection of 
the prepuce and glans takes place without 
any difcharge from the urethra. In the 
courfe of a few days after connection with 
an infected woman, and without any 
fymptom of Gonorrhea, a fenfation of 
heat is perceived over the whole prepuce 
and glans, which foon terminates in a 
difcharge of matter very fimilar to what 
comes from the urethra in Gonorrhcea. 
From this circumftance, the difeafe has 
been termed Gonorrhcea Spurta. ‘The mat- 
ter indeed is fo fimilar to that of Gonor- 
rhoea, that it is ufually fome time before 
the patient can be convinced of its not_ 
coming from the urethra. It not only re- 
fembles the matter of Gonorrhcea in co- 
lour and confiftence, but likewife in quan- 
tity. In fome cafes, it is furprifingly 
great, owing to the great extent of inflam- 
ed furface, in the numerous plies and 
doublings of the {kin forming the pre- 
puce. 

Tn 
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In flight affections of this kind, the pre- 


puce continues to move upon the glans as 
it does in health ; but when the matter is 
either of itfelf particularly acrid, or al- 
lowed by want of attention to remain tll 
it becomes fo, the {kin forming the pre- 
puce becomes fo much inflamed and {well- 
ed, that it cannot but with much diff- 
culty be made to pafs backward and for- 
ward. In fome cafes this becomes impof- 
fible. If this happens when the prepuce 
covers the glans and cannot be drawn 
back, a difeafe is thereby produced, which 
we term phymofis ; and when the {welling 
takes place when the prepuce is retracted 
and cannot be pulled over the glans, the 
difeafe is termed paraphymofis. Of thefe 
affeCtions we fhall fpeak more particularly 
in the enfuing fections. 

By many, this difcharge of matter from 
the prepuce and glans has beenjudged to 
be venereal ; that is, they have fuppofed it 
to be produced bythe matter of Lues Vene- 
rea. They have therefore conceived it to be 
always connected with an affection of the 

con 
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conftitution, and have accordingly, in 
the method of cure, been chiefly directed 
by this opinion. 

This opinion, however, is evidently not 
well founded. From much obfervation, I 
am convinced, that this difcharge is of a 
local nature, and that it is no more ca- 
pable of affeCting the conftitution than the 
matter of Gonorrhoea. I believe indeed 
that this is now very generally admitted ; 
and that it 1s thofe only who doubt of it, 
who, taking their information from books, 
have not paid that attention to the event of 
thefe affections, which in forming a judg= 
ment of them is abfolutely neceflary. It 
will be univerfally found that the dif- 
charge may be more eafily removed by 
remedies applied directly to the parts af- 
fected than by mercury, or any medi- 
cine given internally. Indeed, no ad- 
vantage is derived from the internal ex- 
hibition of medicines, while the difeafe 
feldom refifts the application of an aftrin- 
gent wath: neither ts the conftitution 


6ver 
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ever affected with pox from. excoriations 
proceeding merely from Gonorrhecea. 
It is true that buboes and fymptoms 
of pox fometimes occur where the pre- 
puce and glans have been previoutly af» 
fected in this manner. Of this I have 
feen many inftances: but in all of thefe 
-it has happened, that on inquiry, the pa- 
tients were found to have had connection 
with difeafed women during the continu- 
ance of the excoriation; and whatever may 
be the opinion of fome individuals upon 
this point, I believe few will doubt of an 

ulcerated or excoriated furface being par- 
ticularly favourable for promoting the ab- 
forption of any matter that is applied to it; 
infomuch, that it is the univerfal remark 
of patients, that they never efcape being 
poxed, ifin fuch circumftances they have 
connection with women that are infect- 
ed. 

It is worthy of remark,thata {mall, partial 
excoriation is always at firft of a fufpicious 


nature, while from any obfervation I have 
| been 


/ 
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been able to make, every general affection 
of this nature, where the excoriation ex- 
tends over the whole prepuce and glans, 
terminates eafily without producing any 
conf{titutional taint. The difeafe fome- 
times at firft, indeed, occupies a {mall {pot, 
and afterwards extends gradually over the 
contiguous parts, and where, by the e- 
vent, we judge of its being of the moft 
innocent nature from no difeafe of the 
conftitution being produced by it. But 
I have uniformly found, where a {mall 
part only has remained for fome time raw 
and excoriated, without extending to the 
furrounding parts, that fymptoms of pox 
fucceed to it with as much certainty as 
they ever do to chancres. I therefore be- 
lieve, that all partial affeCtions of this 
kind, which remain for more than a day 
or two circumfcribed, are produced. by the 
matter of Lues Venerea,and that they ought 
accordingly to be treated as fymptoms of 
that difeafe. Befides the other differences 
which we have elfewhere enumerated be- 
tween the matter of Lues Venerea and 

| Gonor- 
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Gonorrhocea Virulenta, it would appear 
that in this they differ in the moft ob- 
vious manner, The matter of Lues Vez 
nerea, however diffufible it may be when 
received into the fyftem, from which 
indeed it is never expelled but with 
the affiftance of mercury, is always flow 
in its progrefs while only locally ap- 
plied either to the penis or any other 
part. Neither can it be applied; as we 
have already had occafion to remark, to 
the fmalleft point, without much rifk -of 
pox being produced by it: whereas, the 
matter of Gonorrhoea, whether it be ap- 
plied to the urethra, to the glans, or pre- 
puce, fpreads quickly over all the conti- 
uous parts; while it is obvious to daily 
obfervation, either that it is not abforbed, 
or if it be taken irito the fyftem, that no 
conftitutional difeafe enfues from it: 
- Exéoriations of thig Kind not only re- 
femble Gonorrheea, in being produced by 
the fame matter, and in being entirely lo- 
cal, but in the method of cure. We have 
already had occafion to fee, that the dif- 
charge 
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charge in Gonorrhcea cannot be certainly 
removed, but by the ufe of aftringent in- 
jeGtions. In like manner, bathing the 
parts affected in aftringent foltitions 
proves the moft effectual practice here. 
Lime-water anfwers particularly well for 
this purpofe: alfo folutions of faccharum 
faturni, and of white vitriol: immerfing 
the parts in brandy, or in a ftrong infu-— 
fions of red-rofé leaves, will fometimes re- 
move the difcharge on the firft applica- 
tion; Itis proper, however, to remark, 
that the more frequently remedies of this 
kind are applied, the more effeCtual they 
prove. They fhould be ufed at leaft five or 
fix times daily, and for the fpace of a few 
minutes at each application. 

Emollient ointments are fréquently em- 
ployed in affections of this kind, but the 
very caufe which renders aftringents ufes 
ful makes every application of this nature 
improper. They conftantly increafe the 
difcharge, while no advantage of any kind 
accrues from them. 

Vou. I. Ge Nei- 


386 Of Excoriations of the Ch. TK. 


Neither do we find that purgatives, or 
any of the cooling medicines ufually pre- 
{cribed here are of any real utility. When 
much inflammation takes place, they may, 
in fome inftances, prove ufeful, but in all 
fuch cafes blood-letting is more to be de- 
- pended on ; particularly the application of 
leeches to the parts immediately affected, 
which,in all localinflammatory complaints, 
is to be confidered as the moft effectual 
remedy. | 

It has been objeGted to the application 
of leeches in excoriations of the penis, 
that the wounds from the bites of thefe 
animals are apt to degenerate into venereal 
-fores. This proceeded upon the idea of all 
fuch affections being produced by the 
matter of Lues Venerea; but now when 
we know that this is by no means the 
cafe, it is obvious that the opinion muft 
be 11] founded ; and from various and re- 
peated trials of the remedy in queftion I 
can decidedly fay that it is fo. 

But admitting that a cafe fhould occur, 

| im 
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in which it might be doubtful whether 
the excoriation and {welling was truly ve- 
nereal or not, {till I would not hefitate in 
advifing the application of leeches: they 
would prove more effectual than any other 
remedy in carrying off the inflammatory 
{ymptoms, while their bites, if they fhould 
put on the appearance of venereal fores, 
would immediately render the nature of 
the difeafe certain, which otherwife might 
long have remained in doubt. 

In all fores and inflammatory affec- 
tions of thefe parts, the pofture of the bo- 
dy and pofition of the penis are circum- 
{tances requiring particular attention. The 
patient fhould be kept as much as pof- 
fible in a horizontal pofture; and the 
penis fhould be elevated fo as to prevent 
the glans from hanging pendulous, It of- 
ten happens indeed, where this is omit- 
ted, that fwellings remain obftinate for 
many weeks together, which otherwife 
might have been carried off in afew days. 


Ge 2 SECT: 
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SECTION Xt. 


Of Excoriations in the Parts of Generation of 
Women: 


SPs parts of Generation in Women 
are liable to excoriations of a fimi. 
lar nature with thofe enumerated in the 
laft fe@tion. In fome cafes they are con- 
fined to the clitoris, nymph, and labia 
pudendi. In others they fpread to the 
perineum, and even to the groins and 
thighs, where, from negligence and want 
of attention to cleanlinefs, I have known 
deep and very extenfive ulcers produ- 

ced. | 
Where the excoriations are confined 
within the parts of generation, the fymp- 
toms are nearly fuch as occur from Go- 
norrhoea in the ufual form of the difeafe ; 
but 
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but where the inflammation and rawnefs 
{pread to the thighs, a great deal of dif- 
trefs is experienced in walking, and in 
every motion of the body. 

The method of cure is nearly the fame 
in women as in men. Bathing the parts 
frequently with one or other of the aftrin- 
gent applications mentioned in the latt 
fection, for the moft part, proves effectual; 
for the excoriated parts feldom le fo deep 
as to require the ufe of the fyringe; but 
when the parts become evidently ulce- 
rated, bathing alone is not fufficient. In 
this cafe the ulcers fall to be treated in the 
fame manner with fores proceeding from 
any other caufe. When they are foul 
and floughy, an ointment ftrongly im- 
pregnated with mercur. precipit. rub. is 
perhaps the beft application we can ufe ; 
and for the purpofe of healing them, no- 
thing anfwers better than common cerate, 
with a large proportion of lapis calami- 
Maris, or unguentum e calce zinci, for 
which prefcriptions are given in the Ap- 
pendix. 

, CeCe When 
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When fores of this defcription do not 
foon yield to thefe applications, and efpe- 
cially when they fpread and become deep- 
er while the patient is ufing them, there 
will be fome caufe to fufpect that a ve- 
nereal taint exifts in the conftitution: in 
which cafe a courfe of mercury fhould im=' © 
mediately be advifed, being the only re- 
meédy upon which, in fuch circumftances, 
we can place any dependence. . 


SECTION XII. 
Of the Phymofis and Paraphymofis. 


 N fection tenth we found it necef- 
fary to give a definition of thefe two 
difeafes. Inflammation of the prepu- 
tium always excites fome degree of thick- 
nefs and contraction. When the contrac- 
tion occurs while the prepuce covers the 
a glans, 
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glans, and in fuch a degree as to prevent 
it from being pulled back, the difeafe thus 
produced, is termed phymofis. We fay 
that paraphymotis takes place when the 
prepuce contraéts behind the glans and 
cannot be drawn over it. 

One of the moft frequent caufes of phy- 
mofis is chancres on the preputium. 
The thickening of the fkin induced by 
chancres, and the inflammation with 
which they are apt to be attended, is often 
productive of phymofis ; butit alfo occurs: 
from other caufes. Whatever excites 
much inflammation of the penis will in- 
duce it. Hence it readily occurs in every 
cafe of Gonorrheea attended with any un- 
ufual degree of inflammation, particular- 
ly in that variety of the difeafe where the 
glans and prepuce are inflamed and ex- 
coriated. But although thefe excoria- 
tions often terminate in phymofis, it is 
certain that they are more frequently pro- 
ductive of paraphymofis. The patient, in 
clearing away the matter, neceflarily draws 
back the preputium, and when the parts 

3 ‘Sxeys are 
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are previoufly much inflamed and thick- 
-ened they are apt to contract fo fudden- 
ly when in this ftate of retraction, that 
they cannot again be drawn over the 

glans, | 
_ In the treatment of phymofis, we are 
often fuccefsful by a proper application of 
emollients. No effect will refult from 
them when the ftricture has been of long 
duration; but, unlefs the inflammation is 
unufually fevere, they will often anfwer if 
duly perfevered in from the firft. Im- 
merfing the penis, from time to time, in 
warm milk, or in a decaction of althea 
root, or of lintfeed, is perhaps the moft 
effectual method of applying remedies of 
this kind ; and when much matter is pro- 
duced between the prepuce and glans, ei- 
ther by chancres or inflammation, thefe 
liquids fhould he injected from time to 
time with a fyringe. But witha view to 
leflen the difcharge, after wafhing out any. 
matter that may be formed, a weak fatur- 
nine folution fhould be injected three or 
four times a-day, This, with a low diet, 
7 ab- 
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abftinence from exercife, and fufpending 
the penis, will, for the moft part, prove 
fuccefsful : but when the parts are much 
inflamed, it becomes neceflary to take 
blood in quantities proportioned to the 
fymptoms, not merely from the arm, 
but from the penis itfelf, by the applica-: 
tion of leeches, which may always be done 
with fafety where the difeafe is local, as 
we have fhown to be the cafe where it 
proceeds from excoriation or from Go- 
norrhoea: but when it occurs from chan- 
cres, as venereal fores are apt to enfue 
from the bites of leeches, it is better to 

emit them. . 
While any confiderable degree of ftric- 
ture remains, itis always improper to force 
the prepuce back. This, however, is of- 
en done, but it very commonly termi- 
nates in paraphymofis ; for when the parts 
are much contracted it is almoft impoffible 
to get the prepuce again brought over the 
glans, if it has once been forced complete- 
ly behind it. It is better, therefore, to 
wait till the ftridture is entirely removed, 
before 
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before any attempt is made for this pur. 
pofe. Befides the rifk of inducing para- 
phymofis, the irritation which it gives. 
tends always to render the ftritture more 
obftinate. When the inflammation is al- 
together gone, it may be proper, after 
immerfing the penis in any of the emolli- 
ents above-mentioned, and rubbing it 
gently over with warm oil, to endeavour, 
from time to time, to ftretch it to its ufual 
extent; but even at this period of the dif- 
eafe the prepuce ought never to be pufhed 
back with fuch force as can excite any 
kind of uneafinefs, 

In the treatment of phymofis it is pro- 
‘per to remark, that, in a great proportion 
of cafes, the {tricture can never be altoge- 
ther removed. In flight degrees of it we 
commonly fucceed by the means | have 
mentioned, but whenever it is fevere the 
parts remain under fomedegree of contrac- 
tion, for the moft part, during the life of 
the patient. We have it indeed in our 
power to remove even the moft inveterate 
ftricture that occurs, by laying the pre- 

puce 
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- pucé open, either by a partial incifion, or 
cutting it from one end to the other, ac-_ 
cording to the extent of the difeafe, but 
this 1s a remedy of too fevere a nature for 
‘the removal of phymofis, in the ordinary 
form of the difeafe. Where the prepuce 
is fo much contracted as to interrupt the 
paflage of urine, or to impede coition, it 
no doubt becomes proper to leffen or re- . 
move the ftricture, but it is moft fre- 
quently for obtaining ready accefs to con- 
cealed chancres that we advife this mea- 

fure of laying the prepuce freely open. 
Even chancres are often cured while 
the prepuce remains contracted ; but this 
is only the flighter kinds of them. When- 
ever they are either deep or very exten- 
five, although with much care and atten- 
tion they may in fome inftances be cured, 
yet we are much more certain of effecting 
our purpofe, and of doing: it fpeedily, by 
Jaying the fores compleatly open. [I am 
clearly of opinion, however, that a patient 
fhould rather fubmit to an ordinary or 
flight degree of phymofis, where there is 
no 
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no difeafe concealed by it, than incur the 
pain and diftrefs which muft always en- 
fue from this operation. Many have it 
from their birth, and are not fenfible of 
any inconvenience arifing from it. 

It happens, indeed, in fome inftances, 
even of this natural phymofis, if we may 
fo term it, that we are under the neceflity 
of removing the ftricture by an incifion. 
This is particularly the cafe where the ex~ 
fudation natural to thefe parts is in fuch 
quantities as to excite irritation, which it 
is always apt to do when it adheres to the 
prepuce and glans. By much pains in 
wafhing with a fyringe, the parts may be 
kept fo clean as to prevent them from fuf- 
fering with this mucus; but in general we 
find it neceflary either to lay the contra¢t- 
ed prepuce open from one end to the 
other, or to remove a portion of it entirely, 
fo as to perform the operation of circum- 
cifion. 

It may be proper to obferve, that al- 
though this operation of removing a por- 
tion of the prepuce is in itfelf exceedingly 

fimple 
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fimple and eafy, and never fails to anfwer 
the purpofe where the parts are perfeAly 
found, that it is very apt to difappoint us 
entirely, when they are under any degree 
of inflammation or irritation. In this 
fituation, although the parts in which the 
{tricture is feated be completely removed, 
the remaining extremity of the prepuce 
contracts almoft immediately. after the 
operation, fo as to create nearly the fame 
degree of inconveniency which it did be- 
fore. By the introduction of dofils of 
lint, fponge tent, and other fuch articles, 
we may for atime prevent the contraction 
from becoming confiderable, but the irri- 
tation which thefe applications excite at_ 
laft oblige us to lay them afide, when the 
{tricture foon takes place in a degree equal 
to what it was before the operation. 

I have taken the more particular notice 
of this from different cafes having fallen 
under my management, in which, by en-| 
deavouring'to remove a contraction of the 
prepuce by the operation of circumcition, 
we were completely difappointed. In three 


of 
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of thefe the operation was done by others. 
In one I performed it myfelf. But al- 
though. every thing was done in all of 
them that might probably render them 
fuccefsful, yet they all failed, and after a 
confiderable time {pent in trying to dilate 
the newly-formed {ftricture, I was in two 
of thefe inftances obliged to perform the 
operation for the phymofis in the ufual — 
way, by making a longitudinal cut through 
all the remaining part of the preputium, 
In, one the ftricture was not fo confider- 
able as to render it neceflary, and in the 
other the patient would not fubmit to it. 
Were we to remove the prepuce entirely, 
by diffeGting it completely away from that 
part of the penis where it begins to be 
formed by an elongation or production of — 
the fkin, the operation might probably an- 
{wer our expectation, but it would leave 
the glans altogether uncovered, which in 
thofe who have been accuftomed to have 
it protected with the prepuce, is apt to 
excite very difagreeable fenfations. Neither 
can I determine with, certainty whether it 
| would, 
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would, in every cafe, anfwer the purpofe 
of giving complete relief or not. Where 
the parts are previoufly in a fate of irri- 
tation, the remaining fkin might contract 
behind the glans, fo as to produce fome 
degree of paraphymolfis: at lea{t, in one of 
the four cafes to which I allude, a very 
confiderable portion of the prepuce was re- 
moved, and yet the remainder contracted 
in fuch a manner as to form a {ftricture 
which gave much diftrefs. | 
Different methods have been propofed 
for performing the operation of a phymo- 
fis. For thefe the writers on chirurgical 
operations muft be confulted, but the ea- 
fieft, and perhaps the fimpleft of any, is 
that which I have defcribed in the fyftem 
of furgery 7,in which the incifion is made 
by pailing a fharp pointed biftoury along 
a directory between the prepuce and glans, 
and having pufhed the point of the bif- 
toury through the prepuce near to where 
it begins to form, the cut is completed by 
drawing the inftrument forward; in which 
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manner it is done, not only more neatly, 
but with more expedition, and with much 
more eafe to the patient than in the ufual 
way of cutting the prepuce from before 
backwards. In this manner the incifiori 
is always made at different ftrokes, by 
which the cut is apt to be ragged and un- 
equal, whereas in the other 1t is done at 
once, and in any direction that the ope- 
rator may incline. 

Some advife the incifion to run on the 
fide of the penis, and others along the 
back of it. The difference in general is 
not material, but the former appears to me 
to be preferable, from the matter either of 
the cut itfelf, or of concealed chancres not 
being fo apt to lodge between the prepuce 
and glans, as when the incifion is made 
on the back of the penis. It is proper, 
however, to obferve, that there are two 
circumitances, which in this operation re- 
quire particular attention: the large veins 
of the penis fhould be avoided, and when 
chancres are prefent, the cut ought to run 
as near to them as with propriety it can 


be 
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be made, fo as to admit of the eafy appli- 
cation of proper dredflings. 

In the treatment of the parts after the 
operation, fome attention is neceffary to 
prevent the edges of the divided prepuce 
from adhering tothe glans. Ihave known 
a good deal of inconvenience produced by 
this being overlooked, and it is eafily pre- 
vented by inferting a {mall pledgit of lint 
between the prepuce and glans at each 
dreffing. 

Paraphymofis may happen either from a 
ftricture of the prepuce, from a {welled ftate 
ef the glans penis, or from a combination. 
of both. 

When it appears to depend, either alto- 
gether or chiely, on a contracted ftate of 
the preputium, the fame applications 
fhould be made to it which we advifed for 
the phymofis. By the ufe of warm emol- 
lients the ftricture, when in a flight degree; 
may be fo far removed as to admit of the 
prepuce being drawn over it. After im- 
merfing the penis for a few minutes in 
warm. milk, and rubbing the contracted 
parts with any emollient ointment, we 

Vox. I; Dd may 
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may fometimes fucceed by applying the 
fore and middle finger of each hand be- 
hind the contraéted part of the prepuce, 
and pulling it gently forward, while, with 
the thumb of each hand placed upon the 
glans, we push it firmly backward. This 
I have done in different inftances, which 
otherwife would foon have ended in {ftric- 
tures of the moft confirmed kind. It mutt, 
however, be confeffed, that it is only in 
the commencement of the difeafe that this, 
or any other manceuvre of a fimilar kind, 
will fucceed; and there is no room for 
any fuch attempt when the difeafe pro- 

ceeds from atumefied ftate of the glans. 
When thedifeafe feems either to be entire- 
ly owing to. an enlarged {tate of the glans, 
or partly to. this and: partly to a ftricture 
of the prepuce, as fometimes happens, we 
may endeavour to relax the preputium by 
rubbing it with oil, or an emollient oint- 
ment; but in fuch circumftances it is evi- 
dent that the application of emollients to 
the glans would rather do harm. By re- 
laxing the parts affected they would in- 
creafe 
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creafe the {welling. Cold aftringent ap- 
plications prove more ufeful, and ought 
alone to be depended on. In this view 
we advife cloths dipped m brandy, vine- 
gar, and cold water, to be applied to the 
parts, and poultices, with crumb of bread; 
and a folution of faccharum faturni in 
vinegar and water. But when thefe do 
not foon fucceed in reducing the fwelling, 
we are under the neceflity of removing 
the ftricture by an operation, in order to 
prevent the acceflion of more ferious fymp- 
toms. When too long neglected the glans 
is apt to mortify, by the contraction of 
the prepuce putting a {top to the circula- 

tion of the blood. | 
This operation confifts in making one 
or more incifions into the contracted edgé 
of the prepuce. We fometimes fucceed by 
making two or three {mall cuts in differ- 
ent parts of the ftricture with the fhoulder 
of alancet: They ought to be carrieden- 
tirely through the ikin and into the cellu- 
Jar fubftance, and when they bleed freely 
they commonly give immediate relief; 
Dd 2 but 
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but it muft be admitted that thefe {mall 
mcifions, however numerous they may be, 
do not prove fo certainly effectual as one 
free cut made completely through the 
{tricture. The eafieft method of doing 
this is, by infinuating the end of a direc- 
tor beneath the {tricture, aud cutting upon 
it with a fcalpel. For this purpofe a fhort 
director fhould be ufed, with the groove 
open at the extremity. 

The incifion here does not require any 
particular attention. The divided veffels 
fhould be allowed to bleed freely. This 
generally leflens the pain, while it co-ope- 
rates along with the removal of the ftric- 
ture in carrying off the fwelling. Lint, 
foread with unguefitum faturnium, makes 
the beft drefling for the fore. | 

It muft be remembered that we are now 
fuppofing that no difeafe exifts in the con- 
ftitution. When either of thefe affections 
are conjoined with Lues Venerea,; as we 
often find to be the cafe, the patient can- 
not be rendered fafe, nor will the fores 
produced by the operation heal without 
the afliftance of a courfe of mercury. 

SEC T- 
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SECTION Ill. 


Of Warts on the Glans and Prepuce, and La- 
bia Pudendi, 


GpRe Glans, Prepuce, and Labia Puden- 

di, are frequently attacked with 
warty excrefcences, on the termination of 
Gonorrhcea. They fometimes appear du- 
ring the continuance of the difcharge, but 
more commonly at the end of it, when 
the patient having confidered the cure as 
complete, is furprized with the appearance 
of this new fymptom. 

They rife at firftin the form of {mall 
points, which gradually become larger, 
and frequently fo numerous as to cover 
_a confiderable part of the penis. In men 
they commonly begin immediately behind 
the glans, and extend, in the form of a 

Dd 3 ring, 
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ring, round the whole penis, near to the 
junction of the glans and prepuce. They 
afterwards appear indifcriminately on all 
the neighbouring parts, but they are ufual- 
ly moit numerous upon the prepuce. 

In fome cafes they are firft perceived in 
the urethra, The patient complains of an 
obf{truction to the flow of urine, and on 
feparating the lips of the urethra, a red, 
florid excrefcence is obferved to be the 
caufe of it. [have alfo met with produc- 
tions of this kind in the urethra of women. 
Thefe warts are feldom painful; never, 
unlefs they proceed to a ftate of ulcera- 
tion, which, when they do, is always to be 
confidered as the fault of the patient. On 
their firft appearance they are always firm 
and entire, but when they become nume- 
rous, if they be not regularly cleaned, the 
moifture natural to thefe parts becomes 
acrid, and renders them tender; and this, 
if it be not prevented by timeous aflift- 
ance, foon terminates in painful ulcers. 
Excrefcences of this kind affume various 
forms. For the moft part they are fingle, 

and 
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and pendulous, with narrow necks, but 
in fome inftances they have broad bafes ; 
while, in others, a number of thefe {maller 
warts fprout all from the fame root, and 
form excrefcences of unequal cauliflower 
kind of furfaces. When long neglected, 
as fometimes happens with poor people, 
they acquire fuch a bulk as to cover the 
glans entirely; and when in this ftate 
they become ulcerated, the whole mafs 
aflumes fuch a difeafed appearance, as 
with thofe not accuftomed to this branch 
of bufinefs, gives a fufpicion of their being 
cancerous. Of this [ have met with dif- 
ferent inftances, where the penis, after 
being doomed to amputation, has been 
faved, and the warty excrefcences removed. 
It is difficult, or perhaps impoflible, to 
afcertain the caufe of thefe warts. In fome 
cafes they are obvioufly produced from 
the cuticle, their attachment being fo 
flight, that on being removed, the cutis 
vera is left entire: in others they proceed 
from the {kin itfelf, but I never obferved 

them to go deeper than this, 
Dd 4 What- 
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Whatever tends to excite the flow of an 
unufual quantity of blood to the penis, 
feems to create a difpofition in thefe parts 
to formations of this kind: hence they 
fucceed to various kinds of irritation. We 
know that they are a frequent confequence 
of the venereal irritation, for they often 
fucceed to chancres; and I have known 
them in different inftances fucceed to 
fimple excoriation, where neither Gonor- 
rhoea nor Lues Venerea ever exifted. By 
whatever caufe irritation is produced in 
the prepuce and glans, it feems to excite 
a difpofition in the {mall blood veflels of 
the parts to fprout or pullulate, by which 
thefe warty prodychons appear to be 
formed. 

As warts are a frequent confequence of 
chancres, they have been always confi- 
dered as of a venereal nature, whether 
they are the immediate effects of chancre, 
Gonorrhea, or any other caufe. This opi- 
nion, however, is by no means well found- 
ed. Warts on thefe parts may, no doubt 
occur, while Lues Venerea exifts in the 

con- 
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con{titution ; and in fuch inftances mer- 
cury muft be given before a permanent 
cure can be expected. But in a great pro- 
portion of cafes, at leaft in ninety-nine of 
a hundred, they appear to be entirely lo- 
cal, infomuch that remedies acting only 
upon the conftitution have no influence 
whatever in removing them, while they 
are, for the moft part, eafily carried off by 
a variety of applications, which act folely 
upon the excrefcences themfelves, or ra- 
ther upon the veflels by which they are pro- 
duced. Nay, they are fo evidently of a local 
nature, that when they occur in Lues Ve- 
nerea, although they are very apt to return 
when removed while the infection exifts in 
the conftitution, yet itis very certain that 
this difeafe of the habit may be complete- 
ly eradicated without any effect being 
produced upon them. The warts which 
fucceed to chancres commonly remain 
equally firm and obftinate after mercury 
has been given as they were before, and 
are to be removed by the fame means as 


if the conflitution had never been affe@t- 
ed, 
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ed. This,1 may obferve, is a point which 
in a particular manner merits the attention 
of practitioners ; I mean of fuch as are not 
daily verfant in this branch of bufinefs; 
for while the opinion is retained, as is 
ftill the cafe with fome, of warts on thefe 
parts being in moft inftances connected 
with Lues Venerea, much mifchief is apt 
to be done by a great deal of mercury be- 
ing given where no advantage can ever be 
derived fromit. In the treatment of this 
affection, I have known the conititution 
almoft ruined by one courfe of mercury 
after another, without any effect upon the 
warts, and which were afterwards eafily 
and fpeedily removed by remedies applied 
diretly to the parts themfelves, 

I have mentioned irritation as a caufe 
of thefe excrefcences, but it 1s only the 
flighter kinds of it that feems to produce 
them. They often fucceed to a flight de- 
gree of inflammation, but I have never 
known them form on parts highly in- 
flamed: on the contrary, much inflam- 


mation feems to deftroy the tendency in 
thefe 
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thefe parts to the production of warts, in- 
fomuch, that our moift effectual remedies 
in the cure of thefe excrefcences, and for 
preventing a return of them, are fuch as 
always excite a good deal of pain and in- 
flammation. They may no doubt be re- 
moved more quickly with a fcalpel or 
{ciflars, or by tying ligatures of waxed 
filk round them, when they are pendul- 
ous, and have narrow necks, but they are 
more apt to return when removed in this 
manner, or even when they are deftroyed 
with cauftic, unlefs fome degree of inflam- 
mation has at the fame time been indu- 
ced upon the parts. Befides, ligatures 
cannot be applied to warts witha broad 
bafe, which they frequently have; and 
few patients will fubmit to the ufe of the 
{calpel for the extirpation of the numerous 
warts, which in fuch inftances for the moft 

part prevail. | 
Inflammation for the purpofe of remov- 
ing warts might be excited in various 
ways; but we neceflarily prefer that which 
is eafieft to the patient, and which at the 
fame 
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fame time proves effectual. We fometimes 
fucceed by bathing the warts and conti- 
guous parts three or four times a-day with 
a {trong folution of crude fal ammoniac, 
or of corrofive fublimate. Anda folution 
of mercury in {pirit of nitre at the fame 
time that it acts upon the warts them- 
felves as a cauftic, feems alfo, by exciting 
inflammation in the veffels of the conti- 
guous parts, to remove or deftroy the dif- 
pofition which firft produced them. Pre+ 
feriptions are given for thefe folutions in 
the Appendix, Nos. 39, 40, and 41. The 
two former may be ufed with freedom, 
but the ftrength of the latter renders it - 
neceflary to apply 1t with much delicacy 
and attention. The parts {hould be merely 
moiftened with a pencil dipped in it, nor 
fhould this be repeated above once every 
fecond or third day. 

Tincture of cantharides, applied in this 
manner, fometimes anfwers; but we find 
by experience, that our fuccefs is more 
certain from the application of fuch pow- 
ders as irritate and inflame the fkin, than 
wha gs ae 
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from the ufe of the fame remedies in a li- 
quid form. Savine in fine powder is one 
of the beft for common ufe. Common 
muftard, whether of the white or black 
kind, likewife anfwers ; and I have known 
the powder of betony, and of white helle- 
- bore, both feparately, and mixed in equal 
quantities, prove fuccefsful. 

If the warts and fkin lying between 
them be {prinkled over with any of thefe 
daily, a fufficient degree of inflammation 
is, for the moft part, foon induced, and we 
know that it has gone far enough when 
fome of the fmalleft begin to fhrivel and 
- drop off. At this time we ought therefore 
to defift from any farther ufe of the pow- 
der, always taking care to renew it from. 
time to time, if the inflammation fubfides 
before the excrefcences are entirely remo- 
ved. Ina few inftances, the warts f{prout 
up again after they were altogether car- 
ried off. When this takes place, the pow- 
der fhould again be applied over the whole 
feat of the difeafe, and continued till fuch 
a degree of inflammation is induced as 

the 
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the patient can eafily bear. ‘They will 
feldom or never return again, if the parts 
at this fecond application of the reme-+ 
dy have been made to inflame fufh- 
ciently. 

_ Thefe powders, even in a imple unmix- 
ed ftate, very feldom fail, but m fome 
patients the warts are fo firm, and: the 
fin of the prepuce fo thick and corruga- 
ted, that powders of a more powerfully 
irritating nature become neceflary. In 
fuch cafes a {mall proportion of red: preci- 
pitate, finely levigated, being added tothe 
pulvis fabine, commonly anfwers. Calo- 
mel fometimes proves effectual, whether 
ufed. by itfelf, or mixed with any of thefe 
powders, and. a powder compofed of equal 
parts ofalumen. uftum and mercur. precip. 
ruber, feldom fails. 

Even when warts are feated in the en- 
trance of the urethra, they may be treat- 
-edin this manner, at leaft I have often 
removed them in this fituation by the ap- 
plication. of thefe powders, and I never. 
knew any harm produced by them, In 


one 
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one inftance when the wart was farther up 
the urethra than ufual, the excrefcence 
was completely removed by the pulvis fa- 
bine alone, but a confiderable degree of 
pain was induced by it, which end- 
ed in a very copious puriform difcharge. 
The urethra became tender and inflamed, 
through the whole length of it, and the 
running having all the appearance of: the 
matter of Gonorrheea, I fufpected that a 
new infection had been communicated. 
My patient, however, affured me that. 
this could not poflibly be the cafe, as he 
had not for many months had any con- 
nection with women, and there was no 
caufe to doubt his aflertion, The running 
continued for the fpace of two or three 
weeks, with all the fymptoms of a com- 
mon clap, and was cured precifely in the 
fame manner, viz. by the ufe of aftringent 
injections. 


SsECT- 
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Serer iN AT 
Of Gonorrhea Simplex. 


HAVE endeavoured in different parts of 

this work to fhew that the difcharge 
in Gonorrhcea Virulenta is the effect of 
inflammation excited in the urethra and 
contiguous parts by the matter of infec- 
tion being applied to them. In the end. 
of the preceding fection a cafe is men= 
tioned, in which fymptoms occurred ex- 
actly fimilar to thofe produced by Gonor- 
rheea Virulenta from the application of an, 
irritating powder to the urethra; and there 
is reafon to fuppofe that they may at any 
time be induced by whatever excites in- 
flammation in any part of that membrane. 


A puriform difcharge from the urethra 
induced in this manner,-and without any 


c€on- 
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connection with an infected perfon hav- 
ing taken place, may be denominated 
Gonorrhoea Simplex. 

We have already had occafion to fee 
that a difcharge frequently occurs in fe- 
males, ufually termed fluor albus, which, 
in particular circumftances, very much re- | 
fembles Gonorrhcea Virulenta +. 

In men, we often meet with a difeafe 
exactly fimilar to this; where a copious 
difcharge of matter takes place from the 
urethra, attended with a {calding heat in 
voiding urine, and all the other fymp- 
toms of Gonorrhea, and where there is 
no fufpicion of infection being communi- 
cated. 

There is nothing more neceflary than 
for practitioners to be aware of this, par- 
ticularly for the younger part of the pro- 
feffion, who are apt to fuppofe that every 
difcharge of matter from the genitals, efpe- 
cially in men, ought to be confidered as 
venereal, But although this is undoubt- 


+ Vide chapter ii. fection 10. 
Votl. Kee edly 


418 Of Gonorrhea Simplex. Ch AFG 


edly true in a’ great proportion’ of ‘cafes, 
yet every practitioner of experience mutt 
have met with many inftances of the’ re- 
verfe, and in which the reputation of the 
moit virtuous people might’ have béen’ 
ruined,were the diftinction of which weare’ 
now {peaking overlooked. I have met with 
different inftances of men newly married 
being feized with this fymptom, in fome 
of which, although there was at ‘firft fight 
much caufe for fufpicion and anxiety on 
the part of the hufband, yet on being ins 
formed by a perfon on whofe judgment 
they- placed confidence, that a running of 
this kind is not unfrequently mduced by 
other caufes, and that the difcharge which 
had newly taken place, would probably 
fhew, by its ending more quickly than 
Gonorrhea Virulenta ufually does, that it 
was of a different nature, they foon be-. 
came lefs anxious, and at laft were con- 
vinced of their fears having been god 

ther groundlefs. 
In like manner, I have in aittereae in- 
{tances been confulted by women, who, 
"On 
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on finding their hufband’s linen ftained. 
with«matter, have fancied that they them= 
felves had been injured by them ;. and the 
imagination being once affected, wevall 
know how difficult itas in fuch matters to. 
fet itright. I was fome time ago confult- 
ed i bysaslady:m-circumftances of this. 
kind, who, from the caufe I have men- 
tioned, had long been reduced to.a  ftate 
of: the: greateit sdiftrefs and mifery. . Her 
mind was in the firft place deeply affected. 
with the fuppofed mifcondu& of her hut 
band_;“‘and ‘fhe,.was fully convinced that 
fhe herfelf laboured under almoft every 
fymptom which attends the venereal. dil-. 
eafe. » To this the was in a great meafure: 
led; by the opimion of a midwife, who 
unfortunately intormed her, that from 
much experience in: matters of this kind, 
{he was convinced that ihe was poxed, and 
defired:her to apply to me. Inftead: of 
this, fhe put herfelf, under the care of one 
at a diftance from:‘town, where the refided, 
and who, from not having much expe~ 
rience in matters of’this kind, was eafily 
induced to believe that fymptoms took 

Peers place 
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place which did not exift but in the imagi- 
nation of the patient. There was no ex- 
ternal mark of difeafe, but fhe complain- 
ed of pains in her bones; fevere pains in 
the parts of generation and loins; uneafi- 
nefs in the nofe, throat, &c. In fhort, fhe 
had perufed a modern treatife on the Lues 
Venerea, by which fhe had become ac- 
guainted with the fymptoms of that dif- 
eafe, almoft all of which fhe now imagined 
that fhe laboured under. 

A complete courfe of mercury, befides a 
“variety of other medicines, were given in 
the country, but no advantage being de- 
rived from them, the patient came under 
my care. It appeared at once that fhe was 
difeafed in imagination only, for I did not 
find, on the moft minute inquiry, that 
any fymptom of the Lues Venerea had ex- 
ifted from the firft. She acknowledged, 
that at different times, both before and af- 
ter marriage, fhe had been much diftrefs- 
ed with fluor albus; but this was the 


enly difeafe of which fhe ever complain- 
ed; 
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ed; and it never was of long continu- 
ance. 

I endeavoured to convince her that fhe 
was perfectly found, that fhe never had 
the difeafe, and that the matter which fhe 
had feen on her hufband’s linen, and which _ 
was the only foundation of her fufpicion, 
was either produced by his connection 
with her while fhe was diftrefled with 
fluor albus, or by fome other caufe of a 
nature equally innocent. All this, how- 
ever, would have proved ineffectual, but 
I luckily had an argument in my power 
which brought conviction along with it, 
and which, in the courfe of a few days, 
made ail her fymptoms vanifh, which 
otherwife might have been of the moft 
permanent nature. At the very time 
when fhe fufpected her hufband to have 
given her the infection, he had confulted 
me by letters, which I preferved, in which 
he expreffed his aftonifhment at the fud- 
den appearance of a difcharge of matter 
from the urethra, accompanied with heat 
and uneafinefs along the whole courfe of 

eens the 
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the paflage from the glans to the bladder. 


He never had been infected with Gonor- 
rhoea, and having had no connection with 
any other woman than his wife, of whom 
he could not entertain the leaft’ fufpicion, 
he concludes his firft letter by enquiring 
whether or not fuch fymptoms ever origi- 
nate-from other caufes than -intercourfe 
with an infeéted perfon, and at the fame 
time wifhed that fuch medicines might 
be fent him as would as quickly as: poflible 
put aftop to the difcharge. In my an- 
fwer to this, which Lalfo preferved, 1 men-. 
tioned feveral caufes by which a difcharge 
from the urethra may be excited, and ef- 
pecially the effect of repeated intercourfe 
with women labouring under fluor albus, 
where the difcharge is more acrid than 
ufual. Lat the fame time fent him an 
aftringent injection, defiring that it might 
be ufed if the difcharge did not foon dif- 
appear. In afubfequent letter he inform- 
ed me, that he had been perfeCtly convin- 
ced by my account of it that his difeafe 
was of an innocent nature ; and as a proof 


of 
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of it he mentioned, that it went entirely 
off in the courfe of eight or ten days, 
without the injection, or any other reme- 
dy, being employed. A fight of this cor- 
ref{pondence, which I*was enabled to thew, 
could alone remove the diftrefs under 
which my patient had long laboured. 

I have fince that period had occafion to 
know that her hufband has at different 
times had a return of the difcharge from 
the urethra, in fome inftances from expo- 
fure to much. cold, fatigue, or wetnefs, 
and repeatedly from connection with his. 
wife when fhe laboured under fluor albus. 

‘This happened with a patient who never 
before had any difcharge from the urethra; 
but a running is more particularly apt to 
occur from caufes of this kind, in fuch as 
have been frequently lable to Gonorrhcea 
Virulenta. I know many of this defcrip- 
tion who uniformly experience a return of 
the difcharge on being expofed to much 
bodily fatigue, particularly much riding 
on horfeback, or jolting ina carriage on a 
rough road, on their being overheated 
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- with wine, or having more conneétion 


than ufual even with found women. 

The irritation excited in the urethra by 
a {tone in the bladder will, in fome in- 
{tances, induce a very copious difcharge 
of matter. When this takes place from 
the bladder itfelf, the matter comes off 
mixed with the urine, and in no other 
manner; but when it proceeds from the 
urethra only, as oftén happens, it af 
fumes all the appearances of Gonorrhcea 
Virulenta, and paffes off whether any ex- 
ertions be made to empty the bladder or 
not. 

‘We are led to underftand that peo- 
ple who are much employed in working 
among the warmer kinds of {pices are very 
liable to a f{calding in making water ac- 
companied with a difcharge of purulent- 
like matter from the urethra, It is more 
particularly apt to occur in thofe who 
work chiefly among Cayenne pepper: 
Nay, it has been known to happen from 
a perfon carrying a few pounds of this 
article about with him for fale. 
| The 
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The moft frequent caufe of ftrictures in 
the urethra is Gonorrhoea Virulenta; but 
they alfo occur from other caufes. They 
have been met with in all periods of life, 
even where patients have never had any 
previous difcharge from the urethra. They 
are particularly apt to occur in people ad- 
vancing in years, between the fixtieth and 
feventieth year of age, and fometimes 
later. A perfon who in his youth has 
fuffered much with Gonorrhecea Virulen- 
ta, is very liable to be attacked about this 
period with ftrictures in the urethra, but 
they likewife happen, as I have obferved 
above, where no caufe of this kind can be 
given for them; and in whatever manner 
they are induced, they are very conftantly 
attended with a plentiful difcharge of pu~ 
rulent-like matter. 

In fome, thefe {trictures have been at- 
tended with fuch a concurrence of circum- 
ftances, fo fimilar to thofe which occur in 
Gonorrhea, that the beft practitioners 
have at firft been deceived with them. 
Where the irritation in the urethra has 

been 
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been confiderable, fympathetic fwellings 
have occurred in the glands of the groin; 
and one or both tefticles have {welled from 
the fame caufe. 

It is generally known, that a fisaitivatane 
may at any time be excited from the ure- 
thra, by the ufe of ftimulating bougies. 
This has in different inftances been put in 
practice, where violent pain and other 
bad fymptoms have been induced by the 
fudden ftoppage of a Gonorrhea, but it 
has alfo been advifed for the fame pur- 
pofe, that is, for exciting a difcharge of 
matter, merely for the removal of pain, 
where neither Gonorrhcea nor any vene- 
real fymptom had ever taken place; and 
it has never failed when the ftimulus is of 
a fufficient {trength of being attended with 
this effect. 

We are informed by authors, that gout 
has in fome inftances been productive of 
a difcharge of puriform matter from the 
urethra; and I have not a doubt of its 
happening in rheumati{m. Of this [have 
met with different well-marked inftances, 

where 
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where a flow of ‘matter from the urethra 
has. alternated with pains in the knees, 
and other large joints; and among la- 
-bouring people accuftomed to work much 
in water, fuch as ditchers, a difcharge of 
this nature 1s by no means unfrequent. A 
patient of mine, who annually takes a 

great deal of exercife in following game, 
1s i feized with a difcharge of mat- 
ter from the urethra when he goes in 
fearch of ducks, by which his feet and legs 
are kept immerfed in water for feveral 
days together. 

Other caufes might be mentioned, by 
which a difcharge from the urethra 1s at 
times produced, in every refpect fimilar 
to the matter of Gonorrhcea Virulenta, 
but thefe are fufficient to fhow that it: 
may frequently occur from caufes of the 
mo({t innocent nature, and in perfons en- 
tirely blamelefs. Of this, all who have 
done much bufinefs in this branch of 
practice. will be eafily convinced, as in- 
{tances of it.are often occurring ; but the 
diftrefs which the want of difcrimination 

in 
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‘in matters of this kind is apt to excite, is 
often fo great, not to individuals alone, but 
to the families with which they are con- 
nected ; and I have happened to meet with 
_ fo many difagreeable occurrences of this 
kind, which might eafily have been pre- 
vented, that I judged it proper in this / 
manner to take particular notice of it. 

The fact being eftablifhed that all the 
ufual fymptoms of Gonorrhcea Virulenta 
may be excited by a variety of caufes, 
may be confidered as an additional proof 
of the matter of Lues Venerea, and of 
that difeafe being different ; for although 
the matter produced in this manner in the 
urethra is fo fimilar to that of Gonor- 
rhoea communicated by impure coition, 
that the one cannot be diftinguifhed from 
the other, yet no perfon ever imagined 
that the fymptoms of Lues Venerea could. 
be produced by any of thefe, nor by any 
caufe whatever, but the abforption of the 
matter of that difeafe itfelf. 

It may alfo be remarked, that this opi- 


nion of the difference between thefe two 
dif- 
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difeafes is farther confirmed by the me- 
thod of cure being the fame, whatever 
may have been the caufe of the running. 
Whether the matter difcharged from the 
urethra be excited by infeCtton communi- 
cated by a perfon labouring under Gonor- 
rhea Virulenta, or by any of the caufes 
I have enumerared of Gonorrhoea Simplex, 
the method of treatment ought not to be 
varied, It 1s true that the latter will, for 
the moft part difappear, whether any re- 
medy be employed for it or not; but this, 
will alfo happen with Gonorrhoea Viru- 
lenta. A cure, however, will be obtained 
much more {peedily by a timeous and pro- 
per ufe of injections than in anyother man- 
ner; and if this is admitted in one va- 
riety of the difeafe, it will be found equal- 
ly applicable in the other. So far, indeed, 
as my obfervation goes, the difcharge in 
Gonorrhcea Simplex is not more readily 
affected by the internal exhibition of me- 
dicines than we have fhewn to be the cafe 
in Gonorrheea Virulenta, while a proper 
application of an aftringent injection very 


feldom. 


\ 
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feldom fails in removing it. When, how- 
ever, it feems either to depend upon gene- 
ral debility, or to be much connected with 
this ftate of the fyftem, we find from ex- 
perience that cold bathing, and whatever 
tends to reftore the lofs of tone that has 
taken place, proves more obvioutly ufeful 
here than in Gonorrhea Virulenta. 


APPEN- 


APP EN Gm, bX 


HIS Appendix. contains formule of 

injections and other ‘remedies. for 

Gonorrhea, enumerated 3 in the preceding 
work. 


Sib sn R. Calomel. pp‘. 3 i. 
Mucilag. gum arab. Zi. M, et 
vadde. | 
Aq. rofar. By 


No. 2. R. Coomer pp*. 
eae Balfam. ae, mele | 
Witell: ovi. 3 fs. M. et adde pau- 
latim.. | 
Aq. rofar. 3 iv. 


No. 3- 
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No. 3. R. Hydrargyr. purif. 3 ii. , 
Mucilag. arab. 311. M.S. A. et 
adde. 
Aq. deftillal. 3 iv. 


Thefe formule of mercurial injections 
feem to act, as I have elfewhere obferved, 
altogether as aftringents. They excite 
little or no irritation, and when they prove 
fuccefsful they commonly do fo in the 
{pace of a day or two. In all of them the 
mixture requires to be fhaked when ufed ; 
for even with the affiftance of mucilage 
the mercury fubfides fo quickly that 
{carcely any of it will enter the fyringe if 
_ this precaution be omitted. 

Inftead of mucilage, prefcribed in No. 3, 
I have fometimes employed honey. This 
proves more expeditious for extinguifhing 
the mercury, but the injeCtion prepared 
with it excites more pain. Whether mu- 
cilage or honey be employed the mercury 
fhould be very completely titurated. 


No, 4. 


No. 4. 


No. 5. 


No. 6. 
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Ge 


R. Lap. calamin pp‘. ‘511. 

Balfam. copaib. 31. 

Mucilag. arab. 311. M.S. A.etadde. 
Aq. fontan. Ziv. 7 


R. Lap. tutie pp. 911. 
Mucilag. arab. 711. M. et adde. 
Aq. fontan. Ziv. 


R. Lap. calam. pp. 2 1Vv. 

Camphor. in pauxil. {pirit. vin. 
rectsiolnt: /F1. 

Mucilag. arab. Ziv. M. et adde aq. 
fontan. tb vi. 


Ut flat injectio. 


In No. 4, the quantity of aftringent 
earth is fo {mall that it may be well mix- 
ed with the liquid at the time of ufing 
it, but in Nos. 5. and 6. where there is a 
greater proportion of earth, after fhaking 
the phial, it fhould be allowed to fubfide 
for the {pace of a minute before filling the 


fyringe. 


In this manner the finer par- 


ticles only of the earth are thrown into 
Wor. I, ber the 


4.34, 
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the urethra; and it commonly proves .ag 
effectual as when the whole of it is ufed. 


No. 7. 


No. 8. 


R. Alumen. = ifs. 
Solve in aq. diftillat. 3 vii. 


R. Cortic. quercus 31. 

Coq. in aq. fontan. Zxx. ad. 3 xvi. 
colature adde. 

Pulv. alumen. 3 11. 


No. g. R. Gall. quercus contuf, 31. 


Coq. in ag. fomtan. 3 xxx. ad 
% xx. cola et adde. 
Pulv. alumen. 3 111. 


No. ro. R. Kin. pulv. 3 11. 


No. £1. 


Mucilag. arab. 71. M. in mortario 
et adde aq. font. bul. 3 x. 


R. Kin. pulv. 31. 
Pulv. alumen. 31. 
Opii. 9. 
Mucilag. arab. 31. M, et adde. 
Aq. fontan. bul. 3x. 
No. 12, 
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No. 12. R.Opii 31. folve in aq. font. 3¥i. 


No.13. R. Aq. rofar. 3 vii fs: 
Tinctur. thebaic. 3 {s. M. 


In a great proportion of cafes opium 
difflolved in water anfwers the purpofe; 
but in a few inftances I have found the 
{pirituous tincture in the proportions here 
mentioned prove more effectual. 


No. 14. R. Balfam. canadens: 
Vel copaib. 3 11 
Vitell. ovi. 3 fs. M: et-adde. 
Aq. rofar. 3 v1. 


When the balfam and yolk of the ege 
are previoufly well rubbed together, the 
water may be mixed with them fo com- 
pletely that no great degree of feparation 
will afterwards take place; but to prevent 
any inconvenience which might entue 
from the balfam getting to the top of the 
mixture, it fhould always be well fhaked 
immediately before the fyringe is filled 


with it. 
E f 2 No. 15. 
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No. 15. R. Cerufs. 30. | , 
Mucilag. arab. 3. M. et addes 
Aq. fontan. deftil. % vi. 


ING? 16.44, poacch, datirniy 9 1. 
Solve in aq. deftil. % viz. 


No. 17. Aq. difti, 3 witi. 
Acet. lythargyr. gutt. xxiv. M, 


When faccharum faturni, or ceruffa ace- 
tata, as it is now termed, can be obtained: 
pure, it is perhaps preferable for every 
purpofe to vinegar of lytharge, as being 
of a more determined ftrength; but it is 
frequently fo much adulterated that it 
will not diffolve but in very {mall quan- 
tities, even in diftilled water. Some of it 
indeed is fo very infoluble, that an ounce 
of water will not diflolve above a grain of 
it. By the addition of vinegar this may, 
“itis true, be partly remedied; but vi- 
negar, for many purpofes, is not ad- 
miflible in fuch quantities as would be 
neceflary for rendering this article much 

more 
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more foluble than we ufually find it, 
‘Two, three, or more drops of the vinegar 
of lytharge may be ufed in every ounce of 
injection. Two drops often prove fufh- 
cient, but many can bear eight or ten. 

The following method of preparing vi- 
negar of lytharge is the beft I have met 
with. It is not very different from the 
extract of lead of goulard, but the ftrength 
of it is more certain. 


R. Lythargyri fb. 111. 

Acet. deftillat. fb. x. coq. leni igne 
ad fb. vi. 

Cola, 


Befides boiling on a flow fire, during which 
time it ought to be well-ftirred with a 
wooden {fpatula, the whole fhould be al- 
lowed to cool, and the faxces to fubfide be- 
fore {training. 

Lead diffolved in this manner is eafily 
mixed with water, and it proves to be a 
very convenient, as well as a very effeQual 
method of ufing it. 

Ff 3 No. 18, 
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No. 18 R. Zanci vitriolat. vulgo vitriol. 
alb. 3 fs. 
Solve in aq. font. iahlen % XV. 


No. 19. R. Zinci vitriolat. 31, 
| Solve in aq. deftillat. 3 x. et adde. 
Acet. lythar gyr gltt, xx, ut. -f, 
injectio, 


‘In fome cafes, where thefe articles have 
excited pain when ufed in this manner, 
they have been. rendered perfectly mild 
by the addition of mucilage of gum ara- 
bic, and in others by camphor. Camphor 
does not diffolve completely in any watery 
fluid, but being previoufly well rubbed 
with a few drops of fpirit of wine, as 
rouch of it may be mixed with the water 
as to render the other articles much lefs 
pungent than they otherwife would be. 
The camphor, however, feparates in fuch 
quantities as renders it neceflary to filter 
the folution before ufing it, 

Although a precipitation neceflarily 
takes place from a mixture of vitriol and 
faccharum faturni, the following combina- 
| | 24 
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tion of thefe two articles with opium gives 
a very ufeful form of injection. 


No. 20. R. Vitriol. alb. 
Sacchari faturni. aa 3 {s. 
Camphor, 31. 
Opi. 5 u. 
Solv. in aq. fontan. bul. 3 xvi. 


Cola. 


No. 21. R. Fol. rofar. rub. 2 fs. 7 
Alumen. pur, 311. infund., in aq. 
bul. 3xvi. Cola. ut f. injectio. 


No. 22. R. Balfam copaib. 
Vitell. ovi. a a zfs, M. et adde. 
Infuf. rofar. rubr. 3 xvi. 


No. 23. R. Cap, papaver. alb. z1v. 
Rad. althee incif: 51. 
Infund. per noctem in aq. bul. 
1b uu. 
Cola. 


No, 24. R. Hydrargyr. muriat. vulg. mer- 
cur. fublimat. corroiliv. g™ 1. 


Go 


it 4. Solve 
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Solve in aq. fontan. 3x. 


No. 25. R. Mercur. fublim. corrof. gr. r. 
Acet. lytharg gyr. gutt, XV1. 
Aq. fontan. 3 viii. M. S. A. 


No. 26. Mercur. fublimat. corrof. gr. I. 
Mucilag. arab. 311. 
Aq. fontan. ivi. M. 


Corrofive fublimate diffolved in water 
proves to be the moft certain, and per- 
haps in every refpect the beft form of a 
ftimulating injeCtion. Some have advifed 
a much {tronger folution than any of thefe, 
even to the extent of a grain of mercury 
to three or four ounces of water. I fuf- 
pect, however, that thofe who recommend 
it of this ftrength have never made 
ufe of it, at leaft | have never met with 
any who could bear it. When the mer- 
cury is combined with water alone, as in 
No. 24. one grain to ten ounces proves 
fufficiently ftrong ; but when mixed with 
faccharom faturni, with acetum lythar- 


gyri, or with mucilage, as in Nos. 2¢. fh 
. 2.6, 
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26. a grain may be added to fix or eight 
ounces of water. When mixed with 
either of the two firft of thefe articles, 
fome part of the mercury precipitates, 
and is therefore loft, and in the other 
the mucilage tends evidently to render it 


lefs active. 


No. 27. R. Sal. ammon. crud. gr. x. 
Solve in aq. font. 3 x. 


NO 26, SAG fontan. 3x. 


Spirit fal. aromat. gutt. lx. M, 


No. 29. R, Aq. fontan. 3x. 
Sprit. corn. cervi gutt. lx. M, 


No. 30. R. Formul. inject. No. 23. 3 vill 
Lixiv. cauftic. gutt, xx. M. 


[ have fregently found both the volatile 
and cauftic alkali prove ufeful where other 
injeCuons had failed, but we cannot with 
any certainty point out the {ftrength for 
any individual. While one is able to 

| | bear 
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bear ten drops to every ounce of water, 
others cannot bear above three or four: 
The ftrength I have advifed in the three 
preceding formule proves to be the beft 
for general ufe, but patients are more ea- 
fily affected with variety in the ftrength 
of thefe injections, than of any other I 
have ever tried. The cauftic alkali may 
be ufed in water alone; but it may be 
ventured upon in larger quantities, and 
with more fafety, when combined with a 
mucilaginous infufion. 


No.osie enue ppt, pie 
Ol. oliv. Op Ziv. M. 


No. 32. R. rug. pp". 31. 
‘Spirit. corn. cerv. 3 iv. 
Digere et cola. 
R. Solut. fupr. parat. gutt. x, 
Aq. diftillat. 3x. M. 


Verdegris mixed sali oil may be ufed 
with perfect fafety of the ftrength men- 
tioned in No. 31. but as injections pre- 

pared 
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pared with oil prove dirty and difagree- 
able in the application, I commonly prefer 
the form of the remedy No. 32. — 

A much larger proportion of verdegris 
is commonly advifed, but when more 1s 
employed, it precipitates immediately on 
being added to the water. Even of this 
ftrength the precipitation cannot be pre- 
vented entirely but by adding about a 
half more of the volatile alkah to the fil- 
tered folution of the verdegris. After fil- 
trating through paper, if two ounces of 
volatile alkali be added to it, no precipi- 
tation will take place if diftilled water 1s 
employed; but in this cafe, a greater 
quantity of the folution may be added to 
the fame quantity of water. . Inftead of 
forty drops, forty-eight or fifty may be 


added to ten ounces of water. 
No. 33. R. Aq. fontan. 5x. 
Tinctur. cantharid. gutt. xx. ad 


xxx. M. 


The 
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The three following are prefcriptions 
for bougies, 


No. 34. R. Emplaft. diachyl. fimpl. 3 iv. 
Cer. purifs. 3 ifs. 
Ol, oliv. opt. 3 111. 


No. 35. R. Emplaft. commun, . 
Opermat. cxt. aa Z1v. 
Ol. oliv. opt. 3 fs. 
Minu, 31s. M. 


No, 36. R. Emplaft. commun. 3 vi, 
Cere flave puriff. 
Spermat. cet. aa 511. 
OI. oliv. opt. z 1. 
Antimon. crud. pp*® 3fs. M, 
». A, 


Any of thefe prefcriptions afford a good 
compofition for bougies. They require 
to be flowly melted, and the different ar- 
ticles to be well mixed together. No. 34. 
is the fimpleft and perhaps the beft, the 
red lead in No. 35. and antimony in 

No, 36, 
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No. 36. being added chiefly for the pur- 
pofe of affording a variety of colour. 
No. 37. is a compofition for bougies re- 


commended by Mr. John Hunter *: and 
No. 38. by Mr. Sharp 1. 


No. 37. Take of oil of olives three pints, 
Bees wax one pound, 

Red lead a pound and a 

halt. Leeeabemebe 

boiled together on a 

flow fire for fix hours. 


No. 38. R. Diachyl, cum pice burgund. 
Se il. 

Argent. viv. 3i. 

Antimon. crud. EDs ais: 
The quickfilver to be previoufly diffolved 
in balfam of fulphur, or in honey, and 
added to the plafter when melted in a mo- 
derate heat. 


Any of thefe compofitions, when boiled 
to a proper confiftence, will anfwer for 
* See Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe,-p. 137. 


+ See Critical Enquiry by Samuel Sharp, F. R. 5S. &c. 
the 
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the formation of bougies, which is done 
in the following manner: While the li- 
quid ftill continues warm, let a piece of 
fine old linen be dipped in it, taking care 
with a fpatula to cover the whole of it. If 
the melted liguor be of a proper heat, no 
more of the plafter will adhere to the 
linen than is neceflary ; but as air bubbles 
are apt to rife and produce inequalities on 
the furface of the cloth, the {patula made 
ufe of fhould be fomewhat warmer than 
the plafter, and by means of it the whole 
fhould be made as {mooth as poffible. The 
plafter might indeed by fpread entirely 
with the fpatula; but this 1s not only at- 
tended with more trouble, but it does 
not cover the cloth with fufiicient equa- 
lity. | ele 
The cloth being fufficiently cold, may 
be immediately formed into bougies, and 
the whole fhould, in the firft place, be cut 
into the number that is meant to be made. 
The moft exaGt method of doing this is 
by means of a fharp pointed knife direct- 
ed by arule. The pieces fhould be eleven 
inches 
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inches in length for bougies of a full fize; 
but they fhould hkewife be kept of all the 
variety of lengths for ftrictures of diffe- 
rent heights in the urethra. 

A variety of directions have been given 
for the form of bougies. Some advife them 
to be made nearly of an equal thicknefs © 
to w.thin an inch of their {malleft end, and 
to taper from that to the point, while a 
great proportion of them are made to ta- 
per to within an inchor two of the point, 
and the reft of them are cylindrical. Ionce 
thought that this laft form of bougie was 
the beft; but after a long courfe of expe- 
rience in this branch of bufinefs, I am 
now convinced, that bougies, which taper 
equally from one end to the other, are the 
beft, and that this form anfwers equally 
well for every variety of fize. They are 
introduced more eafily, and with lefs pain 
than any of the others; the linen fhould 
therefore be cut in fuch a manner as to 
give this form to the bougies.s When 
rightly fpread, and the linen fufficiently . 
fine, a well fhaped bougie will be formed 


of 
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of a flip of about five eighths of an incli 
broad at its largeft end, and fomewhat 
more than three eighths at the {malleft end: 
This forms a bougie of 2 middle fize; for 
particular purpofes they muft be confi- 
derably larger, and for others not fo large 
by a great deal. | 

'  'Thefe flips of linen are now to be rolled 
up as neatly as poflible with the fingers ; 
and in order to give them a {mooth polith- 
ed furface, they fhould be fmartly rolled 
between a piece of {mooth hard timber, 
atid a plate of fine polifhed marble: This 
being continued till the whole are render- 
ed perfectly fmooth and firm, and their 
points being properly rounded in order 
to facilitate their introduction, they are in 
this {tate to be kept for ufe. 

Thefe directions will convey an idea of 
the method of preparing bougies, but no 
furgeon can ever become fo expert in form- 
ing them as thofe artifts who are daily 
accuftomed to prepare them in large 
quantities: I muft here again obferve, 
however, in addition to what I had oc- 

cafion 
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occafion to remark, ina former part of this 
work, that bougies, properly prepared 
with refina elaftica, are preferable, in 
many circumftances, to fuch as are made 
with any kind of plafter. They not only 
prove much more durable, but more force 
can be employed with them, and as they 
do not break or crack by remaining in the 
urethra, they remain in it with lefs pain 
and inconvenience than any other bougie 
that has yet be n invented. 

Cat-gut has frequently been ufed as a. 
bougie; but after various trials being 
given to it, [ do not find that it anfwers 
the purpofe: It cannot be made fufficient- 
ly fmooth, and it fometimes {wells fo 
much as to excite a good deal of irrita- 
tion; and lead, which was one of the 
firft articles ufed for bougies, is fo firm 
that it always creates much pain, while 
at the fame time it 1s fo apt to break that 
different inftances having occurred of this 
happening in the urethra, it has now been 
long laid afide. 

OL. G¢g The 
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The fix following prefcriptions are 
meant for the removal of warts and other 
excrefcences, and they anfwer equally well 
whether they proceed from Gonorrhcea or 
Lues Venerea. It would appear, however, 
that there is a material difference between 
the warty excrefcences which occur as a 
confequence of thefe difeafes, and fuch ag 
we ufually meet with from other caufes ; 
for while the former are for the moft part 
eafily removed by any of thefe applica. 
tions, even by the pulvis fabine alone, 
the latter are feldom acted upon by any 
of them, if it be not by the ftrong folu- 
tion of corrofive fublimate in No. 40. and 
of mercury and fpirit of nitre, No. 41. 
both of which are poffefled of a ftrong de- 
gree of cauflicity. | age ree 


No. 39. BR. Sal-ammon. crud. 31. 
! _ Solve in acet. diftellat. 3 u, 
Aq. fontan. z iv. 


No. 49. R. Hydrargyr. muriat. vulgo 
si merc. fublim. corrof. 


Sal 
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Sal-ammon. crud. aa. % {ss 
Solve in aq: fontan. Ziv. 


No. 4i. R. Argent. viv. wey | 
Solve in fpirit. nitr. fort. Zi: 


No. 42: R: Pulv. fol. fabin. 
Calomel: aa. Zi. M. 


No. 43. R. Pulv. fol. fabin: | | 
Mercur. fublim. corrofiaa. 3i11 
Mercur. precip. rub. 31. M. 


No. 44. R: Alumen. uft. | ot 
Mercur. ptecip. rub. aa. 31. M. 


The following form of deco€tion of far- 
faparella and mezereon is of a ftrength 
which moft people can bear; when a 
greater proportion of mezereon is added,’ 
it excites ficknefs, and a very difagreeable 
fenfation inthe throat. J mention it here 
as I have had occafion to {peak of it in the 
preceding work; and I thall alfo have caufe 
to refer to it when treating of a Lues 
- Venerea. . 


Core | No. 46. 


No. 45. 
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R. Rad. farfe 3 u. 

Cortic. radic. mezer. 3 14s. 

Cog. in aq. fontan, tb iil. ad ib ii. 
Colature, adde.. 

Syrup. althe a er 


The following is the Decoétum Lufita- 
nicum, or Lifbon diet-drink, 


‘No. 46. 


R. Rad. farfaparil. - 
Santal. alb. 
| Rubr. aa. 3 i. 
Rad. glycyriz. : 
Mezere1 aa. #fs. 
Ligni rhodi. _ 
Guagacl. 
Saffafras. aa. 51. 
Antimon. crud. 241, mufce, et. 
infunde in aque fontane bul- 
lientis. tbx. per horas xxiv. 
dien, coque ad fbv. colaturz 
capiat a tbifs. ad thiv. quo- 
tidie. 


Wel R. Rad. farfaparille, 


Ligni faflafras. 7 
Ligni 


No. 47: 


No. 48. 
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Ligni fantal. rubri. 
Guagaciaa. 3111. 

Cortic. rad. mezer. 31. | 

Semin. corriand. 3 vi. 

Cog. in aq. fontan. tb xx. ad fbx. 

Sumat fb fs. ter quaterve indies. 


Unguentum e calce inci. 


R. Olei olivarum opt. 3 iii. 

Cere albe. 

Sperm. cete2 aa. 3 ll. 

Leni calore liquefc. dein adde. 
florum zinci 3 fs. 


Unguentum e lapide calaminare. 

R. Olei oliv. opt. 3 iii. 

Cerz albe. 3 ifs. 

Sperm. ceti. 3 fs. 

Lapid. calamin. pp‘. 3 v. M. S.A. 


END OF VOLUME FIRST. 
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